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NC DEQ Food Waste Initiatives



Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service (DEACS)
Recycling and Materials Management Section (RMMS)
• Non-regulatory

• Local government assistance

• Recycling business assistance

• Grants

• Statewide data, reports, studies

• Conferences, workshops, events
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NC DEQ – DEACS - RMMS



• One-third of the food produced is never 
eaten.

• About 54 million tons of food waste.
• Footprint equivalent:

• 42 coal-fired power plants
• Water for 50 million homes

• Single largest material landfilled 
• 24% according to EPA
• Landfills are about 15% of US methane emissions

• 1 in 8 Americans are food insecure.
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Food Waste in US



• 1.74 million tons of food waste
• 62% landfilled 
• 8.8 million tons CO2
• 4 billion meals

• 1.2 million North Carolinians faced 
hunger in 2020

• Including almost 400K children

• 12.7 billion dollars in surplus food in 
2019.
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Food Waste in NC

Commercial, 
39%

Agricultural, 
21%

Residential, 
40%

ANNUAL TONS OF NC SURPLUS 
FOOD GENERATED BY SECTOR

Commercial Agricultural Residential
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Where is the waste occurring?



• Date labels are set by manufacturers to 
indicate when they recommend consuming 
the product for peak quality.

• Except for infant formula, product dating is not 
for safety. 

• Sell by – tells store how long to display an 
item for sale.

• Best before/best by/use by – date for 
optimal flavor/quality

Trust your senses!
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Understanding Date Labels
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Food Waste is a Solvable Problem

• EPA and USDA goal: reduce food 
loss and waste by 50 percent by 
2030

• NC DEQ Strategic Plan
• Reduce and divert food waste 

to reduce emissions, foster 
economic growth and reduce 
food insecurity



• Find a Food Bank Visit Feeding the 
Carolinas

• Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Act (1996)
• Provides limited liability protection for people 

who make good faith food donations to nonprofit 
organizations.

• Must go through a nonprofit organization for the 
protections to take effect. 
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Food Donation

https://feedingthecarolinas.org/


Controlled aerobic decomposition of yard waste and food scraps that 
creates a natural soil amendment called compost
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Composting
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Examples of what you can compost:

Always
• Fruit and Vegetable 

scraps
• Egg and nut shells
• Rice, bread and 

wheats
• Coffee ground and 

tea bags

Sometimes
• Meat and bones
• Dairy products
• BPI Certified 

Compostable plastics
• Fats, oils and grease

Never
• Plastic bags and 

packaging
• Styrofoam
• Metal cans
• Labels and stickers
• Diseased plants
• Yard trimmings with 

herbicides 



• Municipal, farm or commercial 
facilities

• Accept more material than in 
backyard systems.

• Sustain 131° for multiple days

• Contamination is a common 
issue.

• Not yet accessible to everyone 
in the state.
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Large-Scale Facilities
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New NC Permitted Compost Facilities Map
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Commercial Food Waste Generators

Commercial Food Waste Generators

Permitted Compost Facilities 
(Accepted >10,000 tons food waste last year)

Excess
Food
Tons
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Surplus Food in North Carolina

• Food loss prevention
• Feed people
• Feed animals
• Industrial uses
• Compost

2.1 million ton gap

Sources: Commercial food waste - EPA Excess Food Opportunities Map; Residential and agricultural food waste - ReFED’s 2019 Surplus Food Summary. 
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Food Waste Campaign
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www.usethefood.nc.gov

https://www.usethefood.nc.gov/
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Social Media Toolkit
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NC Food Donation and Compost Resource Map

Highlights statewide resources to rescue 
edible food and recycle food scraps including:

 Food Donation
 Food waste collection
 Drop-off sites
 Compost sites
 Compost Resources

https://ncdenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=cd0657a80d374705afb65100f6e5e179


• Goal: Reduce the amount of wasted food 
being disposed in landfills. 

• Deadline: January 19, 2023
• Maximum funding: $80,000 

• 20% cash match

• Eligible entities include:
• Food rescue organizations
• Local governments
• Compost facilities and businesses

• Contract period: 1 year
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Food Waste Reduction Grant



• Waste Reduction Partners (WRP)
• FREE food waste reduction assessment

• Schools, businesses, university

• Recycling Business Assistance
• Scoping meetings for permitting
• NC Recycling Markets Directory
• NC Waste Trader
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Additional Resources from DEACS



Thank you!

Christine Wittmeier
Chrisinte.Wittmeier@ncdenr.gov

919-707-8121
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Questions?

mailto:Chrisinte.Wittmeier@ncdenr.gov
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