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Programs



About Us
501(c)3 Non-Profit

Member Supported

3 Regional Locations 
across the coast

Non-partisan



What We Work For – Our Goals
Enhance Coastal Water Quality and Reduce Flooding

Protect and Restore Salt Marshes to Foster Thriving Human 
and Natural Coastal Communities

Ensure an Abundance of Oysters that Support the Environment 
and Economy

Ensure the Coast is Free of Marine Debris

How?

Ensuring an educated and engaged community

Effective coastal management that protects our coast



What We Work For – Our Goals

 Enhance Coastal Water Quality and Reduce Flooding



Simple Do-It-Yourself Solutions 
to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

Smart Yards:
• Rain Gardens

• Reroute Downspouts

• Rain Barrels

• Native Landscaping and Tree 

Planting

• Permeable Paving

• Backyard Wetlands

• Living Shorelines



Simple Do-It-Yourself Solutions 
to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

Rain Gardens:
• Shallow, vegetated areas that 

capture rain during storms. 

• Works like a bowl to collect rain 
from roofs, driveways and parking 
lots.  

• Native plants and soil soak up the 
rain before it has a chance to 
become polluted stormwater 
runoff.  

Did You Know?:  Rain gardens can 
reduce stormwater runoff by 90% 
or more!  



Rain Gardens

nccoast.org/smartyards



Simple Do-It-Yourself Solutions 
           to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

Re-route       
Downspouts:

• Gutter downspouts 
pointing to driveways, 
sidewalks or parking lots 
direct rain from rooftops 
to the street, where it 
ends up as polluted runoff 
in storm drains and 
coastal waters. 

• Instead direct 
downspouts to rain 
gardens, where the native 
plants and soil soak up 
and filter the rain.



Simple Do-It-Yourself Solutions 
to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

Rain barrels: 
• Rain barrels collect and store 

rainwater from building roofs.  

• They help reduce stormwater runoff 
and provide a free source of water 
for watering  plants and gardens.  

Did You Know?:
Just ¼ inch of rain produces
enough runoff to fill a 50 gallon 
rain barrel? 



https://soilwater.nhcgov.com/programs/rain-barrels/



Simple Do-It-Yourself Solutions 
to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

Native Landscaping:
• Native landscaping includes 

the use of hardy native 
plants that occur naturally in 
the soils and climate of the 
southeast coastal region. 

• Native plants soak up 
stormwater and provide 
habitat for local butterflies, 
bees and other  insects. 

• Native plants generally do 
not require fertilizers, 
pesticides and irrigation. 





NC Coastal Landscape Designs
templates including screens and 

borders



Simple Do-It-Yourself Solutions 
to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

Pervious concrete:
• Pervious concrete allows stormwater to 

filter into the underlying soil vs. flowing 
off the site as polluted runoff. 

• Unlike traditional concrete, pervious 
concrete lacks sand in its mixture which 
allows the rain to fill the tiny holes and 
seep into the ground. 

Did you know?: Permeable concrete is 
now being used at many commercial, 
residential and institutional projects across 
the state. 





Simple Do-It-Yourself Solutions 
to Reduce Stormwater Pollution 

Backyard Wetlands:
• Backyard wetlands are 

depressed wet areas that are 
enhanced with native 
wetland plants. 

• They are well suited for yard 
areas that are usually wet for 
several days following rain. 

• Backyard wetlands are 
generally in locations with 
high-water tables and soggy 
soils. 



a t ee Sto ate  et a d



What We Work For – Our Goals
 Protect and Restore Salt Marshes to Foster Thriving 

Human and Natural Coastal Communities



Living Shorelines Help Protect and Restore Salt Marshes





What We Work For – Our Goals
 Ensure an Abundance of Oysters that Support the 

Environment and Economy







Plan your adventure at NCoystertrail.org



What We Work For – Our Goals
Ensure the Coast is Free of Marine Debris



Resilient Docks and Piers



Unencapsulated Polystyrene



North Carolina is the first state 
in the COUNTRY to ban 

unencapsulated polystyrene in 
floating docks!



A Coastwide Effort

➔Technical recommendations 
➔Helping property owners 

choose a contractor
➔Pre-hurricane preparedness
➔Coastwide public education 

campaign
○ Local gov’t toolkit
○ Cost benefit analysis
○ Guidebook
○ Video testimonials
○ Social media posts



How SmartYards Enhance Property Values
• Boosts Curb Appeal

• Lowers Utility Bills for Homeowners

• Reduced Risk of Flooding and Erosion

• Increased Wildlife and Diversity

• Environmentally-friendly features 
attracts buyers

• Long-Term Value and Resale Potential



Want to Get Involved?
• Stay informed and educated

• Check out nccoast.org
• Subscribe to our 

newsletter
• Subscribe to Coastal 

Review Online
• Sign up to be a volunteer
• Check out nccoast.org/events
• Become a member



Upcoming Volunteer Opportunity

Wetland Planting at 
Carolina Beach State Park

Wednesday, May 7
NCcoast.org/events



www.nccoast.org

Northeast Regional Office
637 Harbor Road, P.O. Box 276
Wanchese, NC 27981
252-473-1607

Headquarters & Central Regional Office
3609 N.C. 24 

 Newport, NC 28570 
252-393-8185

Southeast Regional Office
309 W. Salisbury Street

Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480
910-509-2838

Questions, Comments or Concerns?
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