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Marine Debris: The Problem



Resilient Docks & Piers: A Case Study



Field Observations

➔ Significant amounts of debris persist, hidden in marsh, primarily from 
recent storms, but also debris layers present from past storms

➔ ~85% of debris comprised of dock lumber, pilings, dock floats
➔ High number of lost crab pots and oyster farming gear 
➔ Marine construction treated wood “cut-offs” (old/new) pervasive and 

significant issue
➔ Floating dock polystyrene pervasive and difficult to recover



Unencapsulated Polystyrene
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Topsail Beach was the first town in 
NC to adopt an ordinance restricting 

polystyrene in floating docks. 
Now North Carolina is the first state 

in the country to do so!



nccoast.org/docks









A Coastwide Effort

➔ Technical recommendations 
➔ Helping property owners choose a 

contractor
➔ Pre-hurricane preparedness
➔ Coastwide public education   

campaign
• Local gov’t toolkit
• Cost benefit analysis
• Guidebook
• Video testimonials
• Social media posts
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