Resilient Docks & Piers
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North Carolina Coastal Federation

Our Mission

The Coastal Federation
empowers coastal residents
and visitors from all walks of
life to protect and restore the
water quality and critically
important natural habitats of
the North Carolina coast.

Our Vision

A natural, beautiful and
productive coast that is a great
place to live, work and visit.
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At aregulatory conference held
penadically by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers in Morehead
City on July 14, state and federal
regulatory  officials  discussed
what could be done to protect the
river

Texasgulf officials have asked
permission to construct a beach
along the dike that will cover

problem will remain for future
generations. As Preston Pate of the
Morth Carolina Office of Coastal
Management states, “Any permits
issued should be contingent upon
a commitiment for long-term
ergsion control,” Many people are
wondering who will maintain the
dikes once Texasgulf closes its
doors.

PEAT MINING

Since 600 people attended the
April 20 forum on peat mining
organized by the North Carolina
Coastal  Federation,  significant
new approaches for addressing
public  concerns  about  peat
mining have been proposed in the
permit applications submitted by
Peat Methanal Associates (PMA)
The company plans to convert
15000 acres of eastern North
Carolina’s peat bogs to methanal
fuel using $465 million in federal
price and loan guarantees drew
intense  criticism at the Apnl
meeting.

But Derb Carter, Director of the
Carolina  Wetlands Praject in
Raleigh, claims that the
company’s attempts to address
certain concerns raises serious
NEew iSSUes

“The project is like a fly in a
spiderweb,” Carter notes. "When it
tries to free itself it only succeeds
in getting more tangled.”

In response to active opposition
to the project by citizen groups

. throughaut - the. .state .and

UPDATE

commercial ishinginterests, PMA
proposed to handle problems
caused by freshwater runcff by
building lagoons and a central
lake to increase evaporation,
1 time, and
capabulities for the dra.jage
Carter says this proposal raises
the following unresolved issues:
- Will it work? What happens to
the systerm during major storm
events?
- Is the euisting rate of runoff
from a site that has already been
ditched an acceptable standard
for the company's claims that it
will not increase freshwater
runoff above natural levels?
- How will these permanent
hydrological modifications
affect water guality? Will toxic
maetals or other contaminate be
concentrated in the lagoons and
lake? Will the lake discharge
comply with water quality
standards’
Who will be liable for
! 1 ;

g costly
oo wethat must go.on forever?, What |

Peat Methanol Associates broke ground on its proposed plant Dec. 31, 1982

will result it the scherme is

Reco 1
16 of the State Peat Mining Task
Force Report states, "In addition
to hydrological questions,
perpetual pumping raises legal
and institutional questions
which must be resolved before a
permit should be issued which
involves perpetual pumping.

times state water quality
standards have beenfound by the
company. The highest mercury
levels are near a reclaimed
experimental peat mine. These
findings tend to support the
conclusion that mercury in
surface waters at the peat mine
are associated with the

The application for a water
discharge permit contains new
information on the presence and
level of mercury in water at the

mine_ site. Mercury levels 240,

e of organic peat soils,
which are a heavy metal sink in a
saturated natural condition. PMA
is seekingt ishthe ury
levels found in ditches in the peat
bogs as “natural.” P
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Marine Debris: The Problem
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Resilient Docks & Piers: A Case Study
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Field Observations

=> Significant amounts of debris, hidden in marsh, most from Florence, also
debris layers from past storms

=> High number of lost, heavily damaged, abandoned crab pots in the marsh

- Marine construction treated wood “cut-offs” (old/new) pervasive and
significant issue

=> Floating dock polystyrene pervasive and difficult to recover
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Unencapsulated Polystyrene
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https://univfoam.com/images/float-cut.jpg

Topsail Beach was the first town in
NC to adopt an ordinance restricting
polystyrene in floating docks.
Now North Carolina is the first state
in the country to do so!







.
A Coastwide Effort

=> Technical recommendations
=> Helping property owners
choose a contractor
=> Pre-hurricane preparedness
=> Coastwide public education
campaign
* Local gov’t toolkit
* Cost benefit analysis
* Guidebook
* Video testimonials

* Social media posts




nccoast.org/docks




nccoast.org/docks
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