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Volunteers Needed for the Pony Patrol

HARKERS ISLAND, NC - Cape Lookout National Seashore, the N.C. Coastal Reserve and
National Estuarine Research Reserve, and the Foundation for Shackleford Horses, Inc., are
partnering again this year to offer a volunteer opportunity known as the Pony Patrol. These
volunteers help to raise community awareness, protect wild horses, and increase visitor compliance
with regards to wild horse rules and guidelines at Shackleford Banks and Rachel Carson Reserve. In
2024, this program was successfully run on Shackleford Banks and Rachel Carson Coastal Reserve
with volunteers conducting 254 patrols and interacting with over 3800 visitors.

Pony Patrol volunteers will work three to four-hour shifts, walking Rachel Carson Reserve and/or
Shackleford Banks and talking with visitors about how to best experience the beauty and natural
behavior of the horses. Pony Patrol volunteers will receive training in effectively communicating
with visitors; in understanding the importance of giving wild horses space to be ‘wild’; and in the
knowledge and skills to protect both the visitors’ safety and the wild horses’ welfare, so that they can
answer questions about the horses and their natural barrier island homes.

Candidates must be at least 18 years old, a US Citizen / Permanent Resident, and be physically able to
walk the islands in a dynamic setting, consisting of sandy terrain, extreme sun, heat, humidity, wind,
and buggy environments. Pony Patrol volunteers will be expected to work three to four-hour shifts,
at least three times per month. The positions will be competitive because there are limited spots
available.

Interested candidates should apply on-line at: https://tinyurl.com/PonyPatrol2025

The application period is open on Tuesday, January 21, 2025 and will close on Friday, February, 21,
2025. Applicants must apply to both locations if they want to volunteer for Rachel Carson Reserve
and Shackleford Banks. Selected candidates will be contacted for an interview in early March. For
more information on Cape Lookout National Seashore, go to: www.nps.gov/calo. For more
information on Rachel Carson Reserve, go to: www.deq.nc.gov/coastalreserve. For more
information on the Foundation for Shackleford Horses, go to: www.shackleford-horses.org.
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About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s
428 national park units and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and
create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.
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The N.C. Coastal Reserve and National Estuarine Research Reserve, a program of the Division of Coastal
Management in the Department of Environmental Quality, protects natural areas for education, research
and compatible traditional uses. Since its creation in 1989, the program has preserved more than 44,000 acres
of unique coastal environments at 10 sites along the coast.
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The Foundation for Shackleford Horses, Inc., is a North Carolina nonprofit corporation, designated in the
Shackleford Banks Wild Horses Protection Act of 1998, as co-managers of the wild herd of horses on
Shackleford Banks with the National Park Service. The nonprofit was formed in 1996, by a small group of
Carteret County citizens who advocated for enactment of the legislation. The Foundation’s mission is to
preserve and protect the horses and ensure their place in history is continued into the future. Designated as a
501c3 charitable organization by the IRS, all donations to the Foundation are tax deductible as allowed by
law.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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