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Key Elements of the Proposed Rule Language

To align with S.L. 2025-48, the CRC is proposing the following four rule changes:

• To add the definition of “man-made ditches” to 15A NCAC 07H .0106

“Man-made ditches” mean constructed, altered, or excavated features used to convey water, including, but not 
limited to, artificial ponds, culverts, canals, swales, storm channels, minor-drainage features, and roadside 
ditches. For the purpose of this subdivision, the term “altered” does not include the alteration of a natural 
shoreline, natural stream, or natural wetland, and the term “excavated” does not include submerged lands that 
have been dredged for the purpose of navigation.

• To exclude man-made ditches from the definition of the coastal wetlands AEC in 15A NCAC 07H 
.0205

• To exclude man-made ditches from the definition of the estuarine waters AEC in 15A NCAC 07H 
.0206

• To exclude man-made ditches from the definition of the public trust areas AEC in 15A NCAC 07H 
.0207 



Fiscal Analysis – Impact of Amendments

Effects of rule changes:

• Improve consistency between CRC rules and the NC General Statutes

• Reduce confusion and conflicting interpretations

• Provide clearer guidance for staff when making permit decisions

• Reduce regulatory uncertainty for permit applicants

Effects of Session Law 2025-48:

• No significant impact to NCDOT CAMA permitting

• DCM: minor reduction in permit fee revenue and regulatory workload

• Local governments (LPO program): minor reduction in permit revenue and workload

• Private property owners: some regulatory relief

• No significant impact to natural resources.
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Next Steps

• The fiscal analysis was approved by OSBM on August 14.

• DCM staff recommends CRC approval of the fiscal analysis for the proposed four 

rule amendments.
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