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Background
Major 
Permit Applicant Activity

74-99 NCSU Offshore platforms in Neuse River
33-08 NCSU Offshore platform in Pamlico Sound
89-11 NCSU Temporary fish antennae structure in a tidal creek

13-12 NCSU Temporary fish antennae structure in a tidal creek
14-12 NCSU Temporary fish antennae structure in a tidal creek

97-17 ECU-CSI
Temporary excavation for archaeological investigation. Sediment 
backfilled after investigation.

48-18 UNC-IMS
Temporary installation of plastic mats on the seafloor as artificial 
seagrass units

41-00 UNCW/ 
NCCR

Placement of dredged material in coastal wetlands

73-17 UNC-IMS
Installed oyster aquaculture gear (floating bags and bottom cages) 
to study impacts on seagrass habitats and associated nekton
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Background
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Department of Environmental Quality

Major 
Permit Applicant Activity

81-98 NCSU Pier
145-17 NCSU Pier
13-02 DUML Marsh sill and wetland planting
52-14 UNC-IMS Marsh sill and wetland planting

55-12 UNC-IMS Dumping of oyster shell cultch to construct oyster reefs

89-10 UNC-IMS Dumping of oyster shell cultch to construct oyster reefs

78-16
Mid-Atlantic 
Christian 
University

Marina



07H .1900 – General Permit for Temporary Structures
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07H .1900 – General Permit for Temporary Structures
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“For temporary structures associated with scientific research, permit applicants 
shall be lead investigators on behalf of accredited education institutions, or 
state or federal agencies.” 



07H .1900 – General Permit for Temporary Structures
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General Conditions
• In OHA: no encroachment oceanward of FLSNV (except for auxiliary structures i.e. signs, 

fences, pilings)
• No excavation or fill below NHW

Specific Conditions
• DMF authorization required for work within productive shellfish beds
• No disturbance (including excavation or fill) of wetlands or SAV
• No disturbance of dunes
• Shall not disrupt navigation and shall be marked
• Shall not impede public access/public trust uses
• Shall not be habitable 
• 100 square meter size limit
• DMF/WRC approval if in PNA



Fish Antenna
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Sentinels
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• Permitted via general permit (07H .1900) 
in 2022

• New permitting pathway requested in 2024
− ARPO notificiations
− Flexibility in site location

• Minor permit  new general permit



2025 Polling of Research Institutions
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• In the fall of 2025, DCM solicited the names of researchers
• Two estuarine ecology UNC-IMS researchers

• Estuarine ecology work
• Shellfish beds
• Marsh
• Seagrass

• Other possibilities



10

https://live.staticflickr.com

insideclimatenews.org

NOAA
specialtydevices.com

ncseagrant.ncsu.edu



Difficulties using 07H .1900 for Research
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• No encroachment seaward of FLSNV 
• No disturbance of dunes
• No fill or excavation below NHW or NWL
• No disturbance of marsh or wetlands
• No disturbance of SAV
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Potential Pathway to a Permit
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1. Initial discussion
• Review of limitations in the current GP (07H .1900) that need to be addressed
• Audience, definition of research purposes
• Solicitation of common projects from the North Carolina coastal research community

• Compile list of relevant researchers
• Complete list of potential research activities

2. Category establishment requirements per 07J .1103
• Generic statement of the development
• Anticipated cumulative impacts
• Projected number of individual projects
• Permit histories



Potential Pathway
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3. Resource agency input on proposed activities.

4. Drafting and editing rule language. University and agency feedback. Follow 
requirements in 07J .1103:
• A clear and accurate description of the development to be authorized
• Implementation or processing procedures
• General conditions
• Special conditions

5. Present draft GP language to the CRAC. Would not be until mid 2026.



This Research 
General Permit
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?



Friction Points
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• What activities are “substantially similar in nature?” (07J .1103)
• Purpose of the development vs. nature of the development

• Research structures only?
• Specific to an AEC? Or name specific project types?
• Ecological restoration



Applicability of Restoration Projects?
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Department of Environmental Quality

Major 
Permit Applicant Activity

81-98 NCSU Pier
145-17 NCSU Pier
13-02 DUML Marsh sill and wetland planting
52-14 UNC-IMS Marsh sill and wetland planting

55-12 UNC-IMS Dumping of oyster shell cultch to construct oyster reefs

89-10 UNC-IMS Dumping of oyster shell cultch to construct oyster reefs

78-16
Mid-Atlantic 
Christian 
University

Marina



Friction Points
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• What activities are “substantially similar in nature?” (07J .1103)
• Purpose of the development vs. nature of the development

• Research structures only?
• Specific to an AEC? Or name specific project types?
• Ecological restoration
• Temporary vs. Permanent development


	A Pathway to a New General Permit for Research Activities
	Background
	Background
	07H .1900 – General Permit for Temporary Structures
	07H .1900 – General Permit for Temporary Structures
	07H .1900 – General Permit for Temporary Structures
	Fish Antenna
	Sentinels
	2025 Polling of Research Institutions
	Slide Number 10
	Difficulties using 07H .1900 for Research
	Slide Number 12
	Potential Pathway to a Permit
	Potential Pathway
	Slide Number 15
	Friction Points
	Applicability of Restoration Projects?
	Friction Points

