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1.0 BACKGROUND

MACTEC Engineering and Consulting, Inc. (MACTEC) has prepared this Report of Phase ITA
Remedial Investigation (RI) for the Mills Gap Road Site (Site) on behalf of CTS Corporation
(CTS) pursuant to the requirements outlined in the North Carolina Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (NCDENR) Inactive Hazardous Sites Branch (IHSB) Guidelines for Assessment
and Cleanup, dated August 2010 (Guidelines). The “Site” is considered the approximate 8.7-acre
property containing a former manufacturing facility on Mills Gap Road in Skyland, Buncombe
County, North Carolina. However, it is understood that the Site also includes adjacent land
containing soil or groundwater that has become adversely impacted by processes/operations

conducted at the former manufacturing facility.

1.1 SITE OPERATIONAL HISTORY

International Resistance Company owned and operated a manufacturing facility at the Site from
1952 until 1959, when CTS of Asheville, Inc. purchased the real property, building, and
equipment. CTS of Asheville, Inc. manufactured electronic components at the facility from 1959
until April 1986. Arden Electroplating, Inc. leased a portion of the building from approximately
December 1, 1985 until November 30, 1986, and the Site was conveyed to Mills Gap Road
Associates (MGRA) on December 23, 1987. MGRA reportedly leased portions of the facility to
various tenants, and otherwise utilized the building for business interests. The Site has been

vacant/unoccupied since the mid-1990s.

1.2 DESCRIPTION OF SITE AND SURROUNDING AREAS

The Site is located on Mills Gap Road in Skyland, Buncombe County, North Carolina (Buncombe
County tax parcel 9655625706). The approximate center of the Site is located at north latitude
35°29°36” and west longitude 82°30°25”. The property is owned by MGRA and is unoccupied.

The area surrounding the Site is considered rural and contains residential and light commercial
properties. The Site is situated on a topographic “saddle” between two prominent mountains,
Busbee Mountain to the north and Brown Mountain to the south and southwest. Properties
northwest and southeast are topographically downgradient of the Site. The majority of the Site is

relatively flat and natural surface drainage at the Site is to the northwest. The surrounding area
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contains mountains and rolling hills, typical of the eastern flank of the Appalachian Mountain

range (Figure 1).

An approximate 95,000-square foot, single-story brick and metal structure is located in the
southern portion of the Site (Figure 2). The northeastern portion of the Site contains an asphalt-
paved parking area and asphalt-paved driveways are located parallel to the north (front) of the
building and southeast (rear) of the building. A six-foot high chain-link fence surrounds the Site
and a locked gate at the north end of the Site controls access to the Site from Mills Gap Road.
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