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15A NCAC 07M .0302 is proposed for amendment as follows:

15A NCAC 07M .0302 DEFINITIONS

As used in this Section: the Public Beach and Coastal Waterfront Access program is to provide public access to the

public trust beaches and waters in the 20 coastal eeunties: counties as defined in N.C. General Statutes 113A-103(2).

(1

)

"Ocean Beach Access" includes the acquisition and improvement of properties adjacent or
proximate to the Atlantic Ocean for parking and public passage to the oceanfront.
"Coastal Waterfront Access" includes the acquisition and improvement of properties located in the

20 county area under the Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) jurisdiction that are adjacent or

proximate to coastal waterways to which the public has rights of access or public trust rights.
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"Public Trust Waters" is defined in 15A NCAC 07H .0207(a).

"Beach" is defined as an area adjacent to the ocean extending landward from the mean low water
line to a point where either the growth of vegetation occurs or a distinct change in slope or elevation
alters the configuration of the landform, whichever is farther landward, or riparian owners have
specifically and legally restricted access above the mean high water line. This definition is intended

to describe those shorefront areas customarily freely used by the pubklie- public consistent with N.C.

General Statutes 77-20.

A “Local Waterfront Access Plan” identifies access needs and opportunities, determines access and

(6)

facility requirements, establishes standards, develops specific project design plans or guidelines,

establishes priorities, considers financial resource availability (such as grants, impact fees or

occupancy taxes) and construction timing, and provides a system for evaluation of the plan.
“Certified CAMA Land Use Plan” is defined in 15A NCAC 07B. A local government may identify

access needs, develop a local waterfront access plan, and develop local policies to pursue access

funding through its land use plan.
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"Maintenance" is the upkeep and repair of public access sites and their facilities in such a manner
that public health and safety is ensured. Where the local government uses or has used access funds
administered by the North Carolina Coastal Management Program (NCCMP), the local government
shall provide operation and maintenance of the facility for the useful life of that facility. The useful

life of a facility shall be defined in the individual grant contract.

&

“Tier 1 Communities” include Tier 1 counties as determined annually by the North Carolina

History Note:

Department of Commerce as outlined in N.C. General Statute 143B-437.08, and the counties

respective_municipalities. The Division shall use the Tier 1 designation to encourage economic

activity in economically distressed communities.

Authority G.S. 1134-124; 1134-134.3;

Eff. March 1, 1979,

Amended Eff. September 1, 2021; February 1, 2009, January 1, 1998; March 1, 1988, March I,
1985; July 1, 1982.
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