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August 30, 2016 

 

MEMORANDUM         CRC-16-37 

 

TO: Coastal Resources Commission 

FROM: Ken Richardson, Shoreline Management Specialist 

SUBJECT: Town of Carolina Beach Development Line Approval Request 

 

On April 1st of this year, the Commission rules were amended to allow oceanfront communities 

with large-scale beach nourishment or inlet relocation projects to establish a “development line” 

as an alternative to the Static Vegetation Line. You will recall that a Static Vegetation Line 

represents the vegetation line that existed just prior to a beach nourishment and must be established 

and used for measuring construction setbacks for any beach fill project of 300,000 cubic yards or 

more. The Development Line is established by a local government to represent the seaward-most 

allowable location of oceanfront development, provided the development can meet the setback 

measured from the first line of stable and natural vegetation. Under your Development Line rule, 

buildings and accessory structures could move seaward up to the approved Development Line as 

long as minimum setbacks are met. Local governments are required to request approval for a 

Development Line from the Commission according to the procedures outlined in 15A NCAC 7J. 

1300. 

 

In order to receive the CRC’s approval for a Development Line, the petitioner shall establish the 

Development Line using on-ground observation and survey, or aerial imagery along the oceanfront 

jurisdiction or legal boundary. The proposed Development Line must encompass the entire large-

scale beach nourishment project area (length of Static Vegetation Line) and can extend beyond the 

boundaries of the large-scale project to include the entire oceanfront jurisdiction or legal boundary 

of the petitioner. In establishing the Development Line, an adjacent neighbor sight-line approach 

is to be utilized, resulting in an average line of structures.  In areas where the seaward edge of 

existing development is not linear, the Development Line may be determined by the average line 

of construction on a case-by-case basis.  In no case shall the Development Line be established 

seaward of the most seaward structure within the petitioner’s oceanfront jurisdiction.  

 

Once adopted, the petitioner shall then submit the following to the Director of the Division Coastal 

Management in accordance with CRC’s rules (15A NCAC 07J. 1300): 

 

1. A detailed survey of the Development Line; to also include the Static Vegetation Line; 

2. Copy of local regulations/ordinances associated with the Development Line; and 

3. Record of local adoption of the Development Line by the petitioner 
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On July 12, 2016, the Town of Carolina Beach adopted the town’s Development Line into their 

ordinances, and is now requesting the Commission’s approval.  Staff have reviewed all information 

submitted by the petitioner, and have determined that all required supporting information and 

documentation have been submitted and attached for the Commission’s consideration at the 

upcoming meeting in Wilmington. 

 

Attachment A: Letter requesting the CRC’s approval of the Town’s Development Line 

Attachment B: Town of Carolina Beach Development Line Ordinance (16-1018) 

Attachment C: Town of Carolina Beach Development Line & Static Vegetation Line Maps 

Attachment D: Town of Carolina Beach Town Council meeting minutes (pgs. 1, 6, 7) 

Attachment E: Letter of support from Wilmington Regional Association of Realtors 
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Attachment A: Letter requesting the CRC’s approval of the Town’s Development Line 
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Attachment B: Town of Carolina Beach Development Line Ordinance NO.16-1018 
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Attachment C: Town of Carolina Development Line & Static Vegetation Line Maps 

 Map 1/7: North End to Clam Shell: (blue line = development line; red-line = static vegetation 

line)  

View Lines on Interactive Map 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1o1inxnir7TMd8jqot9H0YN16aAg&usp=sharing
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Map 2/7: Clam Shell to Sandpiper: (blue line = development line; red-line = static vegetation 

line) 

 

 



7 
 
 

Map 3/7: Sandpiper to Dolphin: (blue line = development line; red-line = static vegetation 

line) 
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Map 4/7: Dolphin to Hamlet: (blue line = development line; red-line = static vegetation line) 
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Map 5/7: Hamlet to Greenville: (blue line = development line; red-line = static vegetation line) 
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Map 6/7: Greenville to Ocean: (blue line = development line; red-line = static vegetation line) 
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Map 7/7: Ocean to Alabama: (blue line = development line; red-line = static vegetation line) 
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Attachment D: Carolina Beach Town Council Meeting Minutes (pgs. 1, 6, 7) 
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Attachment E: Letter of Support from Wilmington Regional Association of Realtors 

 

 


