
 
  10 March 2022 

1 of 5  

Department of Environmental Quality Divisions’ Comments 

March 10, 2022 

 
 
Mike Abraczinskas, Director of Division of Air Quality 

The Division of Air Quality has submitted the Volkswagen Mitigation Plan for Phase 2 of the 
state’s share of a national settlement with the automaker.  The plan details how North Carolina 
will invest the remaining $68 million on projects to significantly reduce NOx emissions and 
improve air quality. 

Based on the success of Phase 1 and public feedback on the Phase 2 draft plan, the Phase 2 plan 
includes: 

• 40% (approx. $27.2 million) for school bus replacements, 
• 20% (approx. $13.6 million) for transit bus replacements, and 
• 20% (approx. $13.6 million) for heavy-duty equipment replacement. 
• 15% (approx.. $10.2 million) for Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure that will increase 

the state’s charging capacity. 
• The remainder will cover DAQ’s administrative costs of implementing the program. 

In Phase 2, DEQ will prioritize electric vehicle replacement projects to maximize emission 
reductions and public health benefits.   

Since the Phase 2 plan was submitted to the trustee of the Volkswagen Mitigation Fund, the 
Division of Air Quality has released request for proposals for several program categories, 
including: 
 

• The Transit and Shuttle Bus Program Request for Proposal (RFP) was released on February 
1, 2022. Under that opportunity, there’s $13.6 million available to replace older, diesel 
transit or shuttle buses with cleaner low emission vehicles. That RFP closes May 2, 2022. 
 

• The DC Fast Charging Infrastructure RFP was released on February 14, 2022.  Under that 
opportunity, there’s ~$4.99 million available for funding new DC Fast charging sites 
along identified priority corridors to support zero emission vehicle (ZEV) travel. Projects 
under this RFP can be submitted by eligible businesses, incorporated nonprofits, and state, 
local, tribal or municipal government agencies. That RFP closes May 16, 2022. 
 

• The Level 2 Charging Station at State Government sites RFP was released on February 28, 
2022.  Under that opportunity, ~$1.0 million is available for installing new light-duty ZEV 
level 2 charging stations at state agencies and state-managed attractions. That RFP closes 
April 1, 2022. 

 
• Upcoming RFPs will be released for the: 

o School Bus Program - March 
o Level 2 Charging Program (publicly accessible) - March 
o Clean Heavy-Duty Equipment & Vehicle Replacement Program - April 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUbk4sNdt0UgQlFDvtIGttpWrox9-2BWPWDndwzBFr58EzIeXE0H5-2F9GSmj3Pyd6e2Mzw-3D-3DqhHz_GptQX16N64WwKT5la58D1lamTcDAwoG35QbNwtHqLtGSAqrPN1A-2FmCE9kKg9aGkTQfvCllQZup-2FhqkGUcM-2FMFsS5BPgeJc2W8guRGbQc49O6P6qzcffKtnb4PVb2AWErdwkxs9N6qnQ-2BkdnoSR-2Bi5JZ5OGaJDi-2Ff9TYR-2ByKKM65A7GkbfOy5QYTFIP7hzi7axVS9RmxuesnggSwejN57sjCjWsbB-2BrPnXFxXrkmd8P45ZqEJ4Xuu6h1gjUJwCqnS0-2Fb9oENGvS63OELywm7EQf-2FOFIeHLSoxElRuvKDrSX-2B5LGWwtTSkyGrMxKa9TGBrNT7AY-2Bbkp-2FtiCbuMIhlDopQPnIBRv-2BTnWBURoDp5tw4DyaUoKej8B8DzguylllaU__;!!HYmSToo!Mu5RSY3RzR02XWTWUscz_uSSbnWv8-hiuHpvU42kHaKHImjUOzlxiakHv5SYVQqnLq19FgWOHQ$
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o DC Fast Charging Program (existing site capacity increases) - April 
o Level 2 Charging Program (multi-unit dwellings) - May 
o Level 2 Charging Program (non-state government workplace) - May 

DAQ will prioritize electric vehicle replacement projects to maximize emission reductions and 
public health benefits. Projects within the 37 counties identified as Historically Under-Resourced 
(Appendix D of the RFP) are eligible for bonus project scoring points as well as additional 
technical support during the application process.  Outreach to those counties is underway via in-
person outreach meetings conducted by DAQ staff.  
 
Specific information on the timelines and applications will be available online here.  If you would 
like to receive email updates about this topic, please send an email with the word Subscribe in the 
subject line to daq.NC_VWGrants@ncdenr.gov 
 

 
 
 
Michael E. Scott, Director of Division of Waste Management 
 
NC General Assembly: 
 

• S.L. 2021-165 (H951, eff. 10/13/21) Section 3 requires the Department to develop a 
plan by March 1, 2022, to ensure adequate financial resources for the decommissioning 
of utility-scale solar projects to be submitted to the General Assembly for legislative 
action. Several DEQ programs contributed to the plan that was submitted to the General 
Assembly last week. An informational item was presented to the GWWMC on March 
9, 2022 regarding the plan. 

 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcVfv4eCy3FLEcFKjGMvZjpVpSpLjubAXzfm-2FvASRZI-2Bf8QjmWkDJJ2jN8EgE0UrEmX1czhcX-2Bz7N44d2NUeac-2FAZzjRiwC12-2F7TiR-2Bea9CWHsMLzlOSFENyRoW-2FaRUYKwlun4JBNX4tdhUQc4f-2BJPwjeNt1YSGAhSjhwQP-2Be0VOEpEl_GptQX16N64WwKT5la58D1lamTcDAwoG35QbNwtHqLtGSAqrPN1A-2FmCE9kKg9aGkTQfvCllQZup-2FhqkGUcM-2FMFsS5BPgeJc2W8guRGbQc49O6P6qzcffKtnb4PVb2AWErdwkxs9N6qnQ-2BkdnoSR-2Bi5JZ5OGaJDi-2Ff9TYR-2ByKKM65A7GkbfOy5QYTFIP7hzi7axVS9RmxuesnggSwejN57srcRx9P5gQuzSzIsof2mAv89RdUzLKFvMVxdlNBHWdWxYtRsD4ARhvQsxCjxyWWUeaYhNA-2FJlzRbPcnTCFn-2FNgBDT3xdUY7GMvBQXn2cvi94DfFqbnlJdpNIVZuhf4-2BUNEb-2BB4PXABVWlVQahg0Z4ZlDvJVZEToXGUiEZmZqFvP8__;!!HYmSToo!Mu5RSY3RzR02XWTWUscz_uSSbnWv8-hiuHpvU42kHaKHImjUOzlxiakHv5SYVQqnLq0v7y4XUg$
mailto:daq.NC_VWGrants@ncdenr.gov
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/House/PDF/H951v6.pdf
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Rulemaking Updates: 
 

• Proposed Amendments of 15A NCAC 13A to add solar panels as a universal waste and 
to clarify hazardous waste requirements (DWM) is proposed for the GWWMC in May 
or July of 2022. 

 
Additional Items: 

• On November 2, 2021, DEQ filed a Complaint and Motion for Injunctive Relief in 
Mecklenburg County Superior Court to require Colonial Pipeline to meet their 
obligations as the responsible party in the state’s largest gasoline spill. The complaint 
addresses key issues at the Huntersville, NC spill site to include the product release 
volume, PFAS detections and vertical extent of contamination. DEQ has continued 
discussion with Colonial Pipeline regarding the areas identified in the complaint and 
the path forward. 
 

• Multiple DWM programs have been assisting with the response to the Weaver 
Fertilizer plant fire in Winston-Salem that occurred in late January. Specific assistance 
has been provided regarding materials management and offsite disposal. 

 
• Additional work related to the Chemours site is now underway in the lower Cape Fear 

region of NC. Chemours will be conducting private well sampling in this region along 
with plans for a broader environmental assessment in this area. DEQ recently sent 
comments to Chemours regarding this additional scope of work. 

 
 
Brian Wrenn, Interim Director of Division of Energy, Mineral & Land Resources 
 

• The Department has accepted the first onshore wind energy project to go through the 
Permitting of Wind Energy Facilities process laid out in N.C.G.S. §143-215.115-126.  
Apex Clean Energy proposes to construct and operate the Timbermill Wind, LLC 
project, a 45-wind turbine system with associated facilities on approximately 6,300 
acres in Chowan County with a nameplate wind energy capacity of 189 megawatts 
(MW).  A request for a preapplication site evaluation meeting and preapplication 
package were received from Apex in June 2021.  A draft application was received in 
November 2021 and the scoping process will be completed on March 22, 2022.  We 
expect to receive the final application in late April 2022.  A public hearing is required 
as part of the application review process. 
 

• The Division continues to work with NC Emergency Management to establish the Dam 
Watch system.  This is an early warning system that alerts emergency response 
personnel to potentially dangerous conditions at 130 dams across the state.  The system 
will monitor water levels in the impoundments and rainfall data across the state.  This 
system will allow state and local agencies to plan and prioritize response services for 
severe rain events.  Training on use of the system will begin at the end of March and 
continue into April. 
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S. Daniel Smith, Director of Division of Water Resources 
 
North Carolina Manufacturing Alliance Workshop (NCMA) 
   
On February 15, 2022, DWR participated in the NCMA workshop. This included staff from the 
DWR’s Planning Section, Water Quality Permitting Section, Public Water Supply, and Water 
Quality Regional Operations Section.  DEQ staff presented on more than 13 different topics that 
ranged from emerging compounds, inspections, as well as questions and roundtable discussions 
with RO supervisors.   

DRAFT Yadkin-Pee Dee River Basin Water Resources Management Plan 

The 2022 DRAFT Yadkin-Pee Dee River Basin Water Resources Management Plan (basin plan) 
is available for public review and comment. The 2022 basin plan is the fourth document to be 
developed for the basin by the Division of Water Resources’ (DWR) Basin Planning Branch 
(BPB). Information presented in the basin plan is a cumulative effort involving many agencies and 
stakeholders across the basin and BPB.  DWR thanks all those involved with developing and 
reviewing the document. 

The deadline to submit comments is Friday, March 11, 2022. Comments can be emailed to Ginny 
Baker (virginia.baker@ncdenr.gov) or sent via USPS to: DWR – Basin Planning Branch, ATTN: 
Ginny Baker, 1611 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-161. 

 
319 Grant Program  
 
The Division of Water Resources (DWR) is accepting proposals for approximately $1.3 million in 
federal grant money to address the State’s water bodies most impacted by nonpoint pollution.  
  
Through Section 319(h) of the Clean Water Act (319 Grant Program), the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency provides states with funding to reduce nonpoint source pollution. North 
Carolina awards the grant money to qualifying applicants with an approved restoration plan for a 
water body listed by the State as impaired.  
 
State and local governments, interstate and intrastate agencies, public and private nonprofit 
organizations, and educational institutions are eligible to apply for 319 funding. Interested 
community organizations may partner with an eligible entity to participate. 
  
Applications will be accepted through May 4, 2022. An interagency workgroup will review the 
proposals and schedule interviews for eligible candidates in June, and awards will be announced 
this summer. 
 
Animal Waste Management Digester System General Permits.  
 
The North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)’s Division of Water Resources 
will hold four public meetings in April on draft Animal Waste Management Digester System 
General Permits. Three meetings will be in-person and a fourth will be online via Webex. Members 
of the public are invited to attend and submit comments on the draft permits. 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-planning/basin-planning/river-basin-plans/yadkin-pee-dee#2022-yadkin-pee-dee-basin-plan
mailto:virginia.baker@ncdenr.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcVfv4eCy3FLEcFKjGMvZjoAuUFlinuXbwrwXd-2BZk-2F02zVXugG-2BFWi6FYfvmGNzuXu9DnCsgSR-2F5d2ChlFtoVHqtLnP3CbqSKTLEJyjo92mFhIe3Wdh40Qf-2BufHdgg6RsGFyET332gr437t7YSXWbiY-3Dwe5Y_9qMgOv4s0KC3P8zeNZhIg4F54bz1oFJf3GHUBQ8hCAWKeYw5vv4wqEVjdF1fAo1Xxx8dOJ0Wqhqg0iwF4riwhr7HO39Sxbgf79c73QbfYwPNbHZEwuSlOyg4Ga4k-2FYBtdoNllQTJXXPl4F44z-2BOi-2Fu-2B8E1Muq6E0TxaaRUzMTKM-2BFlyFb4fl6SoHy1cpPYqdhhSNUbFtFbPoqyhgTjaWC9G2xux8ZlnPkQ-2FWfp9YLXqw6zx0A-2BryurvXTLlEeI1CPRBY2aF5z8qE7YjP6BG37nEMI7HZgQRv3nnUhRCiSih0m8449wb-2BYe4ciCeeJD4Xel-2Ft-2FgYBNt-2BcQLboZhqxEo59-2FhSJk5-2FmDhcwqjygKmE-3D__;!!HYmSToo!NajJ431dZpfdI-bi6ze6dHz7MGXsfvTfmBUYz6Eu6DgfTlYYT19LzgueCdm7ZHfW4Brn$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUcVfv4eCy3FLEcFKjGMvZjoAuUFlinuXbwrwXd-2BZk-2F02zVXugG-2BFWi6FYfvmGNzuXlK60cHLTF-2BtMob2mLT1ZcQjRMUvaBArm9HBzUvMB2UGN4x7fsBEiSuEhnBePNqS-2FPOQGwtKHB4CF8tnJa-2FdsGWtfWD4MDDqnvWHpQz1k3jv9VwHqszT8SRhBlq59tcJiQ-3D-3DMt8I_9qMgOv4s0KC3P8zeNZhIg4F54bz1oFJf3GHUBQ8hCAWKeYw5vv4wqEVjdF1fAo1Xxx8dOJ0Wqhqg0iwF4riwhr7HO39Sxbgf79c73QbfYwPNbHZEwuSlOyg4Ga4k-2FYBtdoNllQTJXXPl4F44z-2BOi-2Fu-2B8E1Muq6E0TxaaRUzMTKM-2BFlyFb4fl6SoHy1cpPYqdhhSNUbFtFbPoqyhgTjaWCwxtyDO-2Fcs0J4L1tng-2BSk8Yxz0uLMb0ZjU2H9GIcdtvaHz0B3Jh-2Btd89hYwPTEhss-2BCB4TofLvvDx2Xg-2FKrF42WQNxrhGUfLy1O4ie6UpinAe4QzSRVH-2BFDardgt-2BhJogT1nBDzUYwRqTNeBBMIA0qM-3D__;!!HYmSToo!NajJ431dZpfdI-bi6ze6dHz7MGXsfvTfmBUYz6Eu6DgfTlYYT19LzgueCdm7ZN4V2t92$
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The three draft General Permits cover the installation and operation of digester systems at existing 
swine, cattle and wet poultry operations. The Digester System General Permit drafts are available 
online.  

DEQ is conducting these meetings as part of its commitment to a transparent public engagement 
process during the development of the general permits. During this process, the Department held 
two technical stakeholder workgroup meetings and a virtual public input session in late 2021. A 
summary of the stakeholder workgroup and recording of the input session is available online. 

The upcoming public meetings on the Draft General Permits will be held from 6-9 p.m. 
Members of the public who wish to speak at the meetings will be able to sign up upon arrival. 

• April 5, 2022: James Sprunt Community College, Monk Auditorium, 133 James 
Sprunt Drive, Kenansville 28349 (Duplin County) 

• April 7, 2022: Sampson County Exposition Center, 414 Warsaw Road, Clinton 28328 
(Sampson County) 

• April 19, 2022: Statesville Civic Center, 300 S. Center Street, Statesville 28677 
(Iredell County) 

• A virtual meeting will also be held through Webex from 6-9 p.m. on April 21, 2022. 
2022 Digester System General Permits | NC DEQ 

 

 

 

https://deq.nc.gov/digesterpermits
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