


MEETING OF THE
NORTH CAROLINA MINING COMMISSION
July 7, 2026
512 N. SALISBURY ST
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA


Commissioner Sam Bratton, in the City of Raleigh, NC, on July 7, 2026, called a meeting of the North Carolina Mining Commission to order at 1:09 P.M. He then turned the meeting over to Commissioner Brian North. The following persons were in attendance, either in person or via webinar, for all or part of the meeting, with the following Commission members present for the entire meeting:  

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT (IN PERSON)
Mr. Brian North

COMMISSION MEMBERS (VIRTUAL)
Mr. Sam Bratton
Dr. Luis Chia
Mr. Dwain Veach

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE
Ms. Elly Young 
Mr. Victor Unnone

DEMLR STAFF MEMBERS 
Mr. Adam Parr, Deputy Director, DEMLR  
Mr. Corey Clayton, Assistant State Mining Engineer, DEMLR
Ms. Kat Russell, Public Information Officer, Office Public Affairs 
Ms. Tamany Price, Administrative Specialist, DEMLR

IN PERSON ATTENDEES
Natalie Low
Dr. Jean Spooner

Commissioner North read the conflict-of-interest statement.   There was no conflict-of-interest among the Commission Members.

Commissioner North recognized those attending and the Commission Members stated their names.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2026, REGULAR MEETING
Motion to approve the minutes was made by Mr. Bratton and seconded by Mr. Veach.  Roll call vote. All in favor of approval. Motion passed.

ACTION ITEMS
There was no discussion regarding the proposed waiver for periodic review. Mr. Bratton made a motion to approve the waiver, which was seconded by Mr. North. A roll call vote was conducted, and all members voted in favor of the motion. The motion passed.


INFORMATION ITEMS
Mine Rules Update: Staff reported that the proposed Mining Rules have been submitted to the Rules Review Commission (RRC). The RRC has contacted the Division to request several technical revisions prior to its July 30, 2026, meeting.

Introduction of Ms. Tamany Price as the new Administrative Specialist for the Mining Program.

Mr. North and Mr. Bratton discussed the development of a Mine Reclamation Award to acknowledge and recognize exemplary environmental stewardship efforts within the mining industry. The discussion included the award's format, application process, and criteria for recognition. Mr. North plans to present the Mine Reclamation /Stewardship award for discussion at the North Carolina Aggregates Association (NCAA) environmental committee the week of July 13.

CONCLUSION
Comments by DEMLR Director
No remarks.

Comments of the Commission
No remarks.

Comments by Commission Counsel
Mr. Unnone thanked everyone for the warm welcome and stated that he was happy to be there. He also extended a special thanks to Ms. Elly Young for her assistance.

Comments of the Chair
No remarks.

No other comments.
With no other comments, Mr. North adjourned.
 
The Commission adjourned at 1:20 P.M.








