
SECTION 3. G.S. 113A-54.1 reads as rewritten:  
 
"§ 113A-54.1. Approval of erosion control plans.  
(a) A draft erosion and sedimentation control plan must contain the applicant's address and, if the 
applicant is not a resident of North Carolina, designate a North Carolina agent for the purpose of 
receiving notice from the Commission or the Secretary of compliance or noncompliance with the 
plan, this Article, or any rules adopted pursuant to this Article. If Except as provided in 
subsection (a1) of this section, if the applicant is not the owner of the land to be disturbed, the 
draft erosion and sedimentation control plan must include the owner's written consent for the 
applicant to submit a draft erosion and sedimentation control plan and to conduct the anticipated 
land-disturbing activity. The Commission shall approve, approve with modifications, or 
disapprove a draft erosion and sedimentation control plan for those land-disturbing activities for 
which prior plan approval is required within 30 days of receipt. The Commission shall condition 
approval of a draft erosion and sedimentation control plan upon the applicant's compliance with 
federal and State water quality laws, regulations, and rules. Failure to approve, approve with 
modifications, or disapprove a completed draft erosion and sedimentation control plan within 30 
days of receipt shall be deemed approval of the plan. If the Commission disapproves a draft 
erosion and sedimentation control plan or a revised erosion and sedimentation control plan, it 
must state in writing the specific reasons that the plan was disapproved. Failure to approve, 
approve with modifications, or disapprove a revised erosion and sedimentation control plan 
within 15 days of receipt shall be deemed approval of the plan. The Commission may establish 
an expiration date for erosion and sedimentation control plans approved under this Article.  
(a1) If the applicant is not the owner of the land to be disturbed and the anticipated land-
disturbing activity involves the construction of utility lines for the provision of water, sewer, gas, 
telecommunications, or electrical service, the draft erosion and sedimentation control plan may 
be submitted without the written consent of the owner of the land, so long as the owner of the 
land has been provided prior notice of the project.  
 
DENR CIVIL PENALTY ASSESSMENTS  
SECTION 13.6. Part 1 of Article 7 of Chapter 143B of the General Statutes is amended by 
adding a new section to read:  
 
"§ 143B-279.16. Civil penalty assessments.  
(a) The purpose of this section is to provide to the person receiving a notice of violation of an 
environmental statute or an environmental rule a greater opportunity to understand what 
corrective action is needed, receive technical assistance from the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, and to take the needed corrective action. It is also the purpose of this 
section to provide to the person receiving the notice of violation a greater opportunity for 
informally resolving matters involving any such violation.  
(b) In order to fulfill the purpose set forth in subsection (a) of this section, the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources shall, effective July 1, 2011, extend the period of time by 10 
days between the time the violator is sent a notice of violation of an environmental statute or an 
environmental rule and the subsequent date the violator is sent an assessment of the civil penalty 
for the violation." 
 


