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Overview

- What is compost tea?  « Processing
Beneflts ,
e Terminology
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What is Compost Tea?

A liguid extract of com ost
containing soluble
nutrients, benef
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Reported Benefits of Compost
Tea

« Stimulates soll biological act|V|ty
e Improves soll structure
* Enhances overall pI t /,f'
e Disease suppre ‘
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Terminology
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Research

Most publlshed research ;
pertains to non-aera i
processes, bu




Evolution of Technology

» Passive steep
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Passive Steep




Stirring Action




Recirculation
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Aerated Compost Tea
Systems

Provide optimum conditic
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Basic Components of Aerated
Compost Tea Systems . . (s
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Inputs for Making Aerated Corﬁﬁo £ 7
Tea = e
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e \Water
e Compost/ve
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Inputs - Water

e Chlorine

e Temperat




Inputs - Compost

e Source of organic matter,
organisms and nutrle /
extractlon ‘
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Inputs - Supplemental Food
Sources - Catalyst

» To encourage proliferation T
of diverse, beneficial, ' -
aerobic mic croor(
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Processing Time
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e 24 hours IS common
» Aerated throughout prc
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Compost Tea Application -

* Foliar application
« Soil application
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Foliar Application

 Provides nutrition and benef|C|aI
mlcroorgamsms nat colc .,
surfaces
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Soil Application

* Boosts biological activity in the soll and ’
rhizosphere ' ’
j e
e Direct phy3|olog| al plant
. Alter ative tc




Methods
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Vineyard
10%

Municipal
5%

Horticulture
5%

Agriculture
40%




Retaill - Composters; . - -
Nurseries
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ComPOST TEA



Retall

* Nurseries, garden centers
composters 4
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Landscaping & Lawn Care

» Growing market for orgamc |a\ ;
care g _____.=:--*"" ‘
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Bulk Sales R
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Hydromuich
Erosion Control
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Conclusion

 Market Is strong
* Lots of anecdotal information
 Need more experimer ,- .
* Potential for misinforma
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Resources

Carolina Compost Counc

COMPOST TEA g g
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION ,;G" .
WWW.COmDOSttea:OI’CI b ‘,/
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> State University
ot of Biological & Ag.

_ “Engineering

m_ .bae.ncsu.edu/people/fa
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http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/people/faculty/sherman
http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/people/faculty/sherman
http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/people/faculty/sherman
http://www.p2pays.org/
http://www.cra-recycle.org/cccindex
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