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The N.C. Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service (DEACS) has developed Compost:
Include the Food, Plants and Paper Too! to educate the public on backyard composting.

Do Your Part — Be Compost Smart. #CompostNC

TEXT FOR FACEBOOK COMPOST A@ Egg shells are a great
AND TWITTER luDETHEFDDD.PLAHTSAI!IIPAPEITI)M source of calcium and

CAPTION are good for plant cell
growth. Toss them

in the compost bin!
#CompostNC

Want to keep your
garden healthy and
reduce your carbon
footprint at the

same time? Start
backyard composting!
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Food waste stops with
you! That loaf of stale
bread doesn’t have to
go to the landfill. Toss
it in your compost bin!

Now is the time to start

that backyard compost #CompostNC

pile! Here is what you

can (and can’t) compost!

#CompostNC
coMPOST When you have leftovers,
it toss the rice and beans

in the compost and
reduce landfill space.
#CompostNC

Keep your compost bin
contaminant free Make
sure you keep these
items out! #CompostNC
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Working from home?
After you get your
_TEALEAVESANDCOFFEEGROU;::S Caffeine ﬁX, toss those
tea leaves and coffee
grounds in your compost
bin. #CompostNC

Want a well-manicured
lawn this summer?
Toss those grass and
plant trimmings in
your compost bin.
#CompostNC
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YES! DEAD LEAVES, STRAW AND HAY

We know you are doing
more yard work than
ever! Time to start your
compost bin, and get
rid of all that debris.
#CompostNC
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Clearing out some
brush? Include broken up
sticks and leaves in your
compost bin. They are

a great carbon source!
#CompostNC
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INO! MEAT, FISH AND BONES

Meat, fish and bones
need perfect conditions
to break down. They
don’t belong in your
backyard compost

bin. Make reasonable
portions and avoid food
waste! Put leftovers in
the trash. #CompostNC
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Not only can coffee
grounds go in your
compost bin, so can the
filters! #CompostNC

Greasy food will ruin

the chemistry of your
backyard compost pile.
Avoid food waste with
good meal planning.
When you have oily
leftovers, put them in the
trash. #CompostNC
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Don’t put that shredded
paper in the recycling
bin! The compost bin

is a great place for it.
#CompostNC

Don’t put dairy products
in your compost bin.
They can attract all sorts
of unwanted guests

to your backyard pile.
#CompostNC

COMPOST TSP
INCLUDE THE FOOD, puurs o ppea o

uuuuu

Do you have a drink
caddy, paper plate

or pizza box without
any plastic (shiny)
coating? If it is clean
and grease-free: recycle
it. If it is dirty: compost!
#CompostNC
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It may look like a “paper”
plate, but sometimes, it
is lined with plastic. If it is
shiny, don’t use it. If you
do, put it in the trash!
#CompostNC
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YES! PAPER TOWELS AND NAPKINS

=

Staying at home more
often can lead to using
more paper towels and
napkins at home. Throw
them in your compost
bin instead of the trash!
#CompostNC

Compostable
disposables don’t break
down in your backyard
compost! They need
perfect temperatures
and chemistry. They are
trash. Use durable
cutlery/cups when
possible! #CompostNC
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It might look like paper,
but that take-out
container is lined with
plastic. If it is shiny, it

is coated. Put it in the
trash! #CompostNC
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NO! 10-Go HOT AND COLD DRINK CUPS

Most disposable cups are
trash — not recyclable

or compostable. Avoid
using them whenever
possible and put those
you use in the landfill.
#CompostNC
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Wrappers are

not recyclable or
compostable. They
belong in the trash!
#CompostNC
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Compost bin:

Recycling
cart:

Dirty or thin

paper, like paper

towels, napkins
and tissue.

Clean paper,

TS AND PAPER T00! E

WHAT PAPER GOES WHERE?

Trash cart:

P
{ #

Plastic-lined

and wrapping

cardboard paper.
and cartons.

Know which paper
products are
compostable. Dirty paper
(tissues and paper
towels) belongs in the
compost. Cardboard,
clean paper and
magazines can be
recycled. Lined paper is
trash. #CompostNC
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"HOW TO COMPOST

DECIDE ON A LOCATION THAT HAS:
+ Easy access for your convenience.
Bare soil for microorganisms to enter the compost
from beneatt
+ Flat ground for good drainage:
ORGANIZE INDOORS:
s in the kitchen in a
Soneitns e UR s avey/mininize ‘odor — o store
in your fridge/free:
- Chop Up farger s e waterelon and purnpkine:

ADD YOUR INGREDIENTS

- Empty your Kitchen container into your compost bin once

a week.
+ Stin yournew materialto the o layer
. food scraps with a three-inch layer of leaves, etc.

HAHVEST
Walt six to twelve months and let nature do its work. Its
Teady when the compost s dark brown and st kel

Cleaned up your yard?
Ready to reduce

what you’re throwing
away by as much as

50 percent? Always
wanted to compost? It’s
easy! Here’s how to get
started. #CompostNC
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‘ THE FOUR SEASONS OF COMPOSTING

SPRING: SUMMER:
Stir your bin Stir your bin. If
and add i the material
some dirt Io0ks dry,

to kickstart it. add some
water to moisten it,

ety
FALL: WINTER:

Stiryour bin. Decomposition

4y, slows down;
B letyourbin ~ -
3 fill up. b

When you compost,
nature is your guide.
Know what to do in
every season to have a
great backyard compost
pile. #CompostNC

AFRAID OF
SMELLS OR BUGS?

TIGHT LID, IN
THE FRIDGE!

Your compost won’t be
any smellier or buggier
than your trash. Same
stuff, different bin! Keep
a tight lid to avoid any
issues or store it in the
fridge/freezer. After
dumping your compost
out, rinse your indoor bin.
#CompostNC

The N.C. Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service (DEACS) is a non-regulatory division of N.C. DEQ
offering technical and financial assistance to businesses, manufacturers, local governments, institutions, economic
developers and citizens in environmental management. For questions, call 1-877-623-6748. www.recyclenc.org
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