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Who can apply?

• Anyone with a North Carolina DWR NPDES permit!
• Permit types:

• Discharge permit (point source to a stream) NC00xxxxx or NCGxxxxxx
• Non-discharge permit (ie: irrigation, spray field) WQ00xxxxx
• Significant industrial user (SIU) permit issued by a local municipal WWTP

• Example: New Belgium Brewing holds SIU Permit No. S-075-019 issued by the Buncombe 
Metropolitan Sewerage District under NPDES Permit Number NC0024911, so they may apply

• When applying, include NPDES permit no. of WWTP you discharge to, as well as your SIU permit no.

• Stormwater permits do not qualify
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What is eligible for certification?

• Real and personal property
• Real property: things permanently affixed, such as land and buildings
• Personal property: things that are moveable without injury to the property, such as equipment 

and vehicles

• What is the “cost” of the property?
• Real property: straightforward 
• Personal property: can include the total costs involved to get a piece of equipment operational

• Example: 
• Equipment price:$600,000
• Installation cost: $15,000
• Freight: $5,000
• Grading land for equipment: $35,000
• Engineering cost: $12,000
• Total Cost: $667,000
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What property is eligible for 
certification?

• Must be used exclusively for water pollution abatement 100% of the time
• Must be primary purpose, not incidental 

• Example: A non-discharge permit requires a land application site, where a hay baler is 
needed to remove the crop. 

• Hay baler qualifies if used exclusively in land application field
• Hay baler does not qualify if used in additional fields not related to water pollution abatement
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Does my building qualify?

• Probably not!
• Buildings do not qualify 

unless permit requires 
equipment to be housed.

• Entire building must be 
exclusively for equipment, 
or an isolated section that 
can be certified.
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Applying for certification

Be sure to ONLY
list the Division of 
Water Quality
permit relevant to 
the equipment that 
you are applying to 
certify!
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Tax Certification Process

Central Office 
Review

• Assess completeness of 
application

• Assess facility compliance 
history

• Does equipment qualify?

Regional 
Office 

Inspection

• Inspect equipment to ensure it 
is installed or will be installed

• Verify equipment is used 
exclusively for water pollution 
abatement 100% of time

Central Office 
Certifies or 

Returns

• DWR Sends 
certification to 
permittee and 
county tax 
admin
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Common reasons for returned application

• Did not include valid permit number
• Equipment listed is not associated with an NPDES permit
• Did not include process schematic for facility
• Facility not in compliance with permit
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Contacts
• Marcia Allocco – Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer Service

Marcia.Allocco@ncdenr.gov

• Emily Richards – Division of Water Resources
Emily.Richards@ncdenr.gov

• Chris Hollinger – Division of Waste Management
Chris.Hollinger@ncdenr.gov

• Jim Hafner – Division of Air Quality
Jim.Hafner@ncdenr.gov
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Thank you!
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