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 The term “Storm Water Discharges Associated with Industrial 
Activity,” defined in federal regulations 40 CFR 122.26(b)(14)(i)-(xi), 
determines which industrial facilities are potentially subject to the 
NPDES stormwater program. The definition uses either SIC 
(Standard Industrial Classification) codes or narrative descriptions to 
characterize the activities, and requires a point source discharge.

 A point source discharge is defined as any discernible, confined and 
discrete conveyance including, but not specifically limited to, any 
pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, or discrete fissure from 
which stormwater is or may be discharged to waters of the state.
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• Each permit requires the facility to develop a site-specific Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SPPP) and conduct analytical and/or qualitative 
(visual) monitoring of stormwater discharges based on the facility’s 
potential pollutant sources

• The SPPP must include items such as a narrative description of practices, 
detailed site map, spill prevention & response procedures, preventative 
maintenance & good housekeeping program, employee training, etc.

• There are also requirements for secondary containment of bulk storage of 
liquid materials, listing and reporting of significant spills, annual review and 
updates, and implementation

• Monitoring of stormwater discharges is semi-annually (Jan-June, July-
Dec) provided that analytical results do not exceed associated benchmark 
values for the specified parameters

• Exceedances of benchmark values trigger tiered response actions such as 
an internal facility evaluation to identify possible causes, increased 
monitoring frequency to monthly, installation of structural stormwater 
controls, in-stream monitoring, etc.
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• SPPP
• Helpful if well-organized and easy to follow (i.e. indexed, section tabs, binder)

• Contain all permit-required components including associated documents related 
to maintenance/good-housekeeping, annual employee training, releases of 
accumulated stormwater from secondary containment structures

• Amended whenever there is a change in design, construction, operation, site 
drainage, maintenance, etc.

• Updated annually regarding; any significant spills or notation that none have 
occurred, non-stormwater certification, effectiveness of BMPs, review and 
comparison of analytical monitoring data to benchmark values

• Implementation
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• Secondary Containment
• Bulk storage of liquid materials: single above ground storage container with 

capacity of greater than 660 gallons OR multiple containers with total combined 
capacity of greater than 1,320 gallons (totes, drums, etc.)

• Storage in any amount of hazardous substances or water priority chemicals

• Spill containment for contents of largest tank plus sufficient freeboard for the 
25-year, 24-hour storm event; double-walled tanks acceptable

• Drain valves must be kept closed AND locked, accumulated stormwater can be 
released if found to be uncontaminated by any material upon visual observation

• Document observations and releases in the SPPP
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• Monitoring Protocol/Sampling Location
• Monitoring performed during a measurable storm event – event resulting in an 

actual discharge from the outfall where previous storm event occurred at least 
72 hours prior

• Stormwater Discharge Outfall (SDO) – point of departure from point source 
discharge from which stormwater flows directly or indirectly into waters of the 
state (i.e. end of pipe, ditch, etc. before leaving property or entering receiving 
stream)

• If SDO is off property or inaccessible due to safety concerns, allow sample 
to be taken at last catch basin/drop inlet

• Samples shall be collected within the first 30 minutes of discharge

• Samples should not be taken directly from a stormwater retention pond
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• Monitoring Records Review
• Helpful if in chronological order by sampling period

• Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) should be filled out completely and signed 
by responsible official or their designee

• Lab reports with corresponding monitoring results should be included with 
associated DMRs to ensure proper testing methods and data transfer

• DMRs submitted within 30 days from receipt of lab report
• Recommend proof of submission of DMRs to Central Files via Certified Mail

• Qualitative monitoring performed during required analytical monitoring events
• Records not submitted unless requested
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• Contact Information

Michael Lawyer, CPSWQ
Environmental Program Consultant
Division of Energy, Mineral and Land Resources
NC Department of Environmental Quality
910-433-3394
mike.lawyer@ncdenr.gov
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