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Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Recycling Infrastructure
$25 million

Debris Recovery & Disposal 
$20 million

Brownfields Redevelopment
$5 million

Emergency Response & Cleanup
$2 million

DEQ Funding Opportunities

Pesticide Collection & Disposal 
$4 million

Learn more on DEQ's webpage

https://www.deq.nc.gov/news/key-issues/storm-season/hurricane-helene-response/hazardous-waste-management-state-program-support-grant​


Recycling Infrastructure 
Funding

Grant opportunity for local governments 
launched October 16th:

Helene Recovery Recycling 
Infrastructure (HRRI) Grant

Managed by Division of Environmental 
Assistance and Customer Service (DEACS)

https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/environmental-assistance-and-customer-service/recycling-and-materials-management/programs-offered/grants-local-governments/helene-recovery-recycling-infrastructure-grants/latest
https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/environmental-assistance-and-customer-service/recycling-and-materials-management/programs-offered/grants-local-governments/helene-recovery-recycling-infrastructure-grants/latest


Eligible Applicants

Alexander
Alleghany
Ashe
Avery
Buncombe
Burke
Cabarrus
Caldwell
Catawba
Cherokee
Clay
Cleveland
Forsyth

Gaston
Graham
Haywood
Henderson
Iredell
Jackson
Lee
Lincoln
Macon
Madison
McDowell
Mecklenburg
Mitchell

Nash
Polk
Rowan
Rutherford
Stanly
Surry
Swain
Transylvania
Union
Watauga
Wilkes
Yadkin
Yancey

Local governments (counties, municipalities, councils of governments and solid waste authorities) 
with a Tropical Storm Helene FEMA disaster declaration (D-4827) 

Disaster Declaration Counties

https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4827/designated-areas
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4827/designated-areas
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4827/designated-areas


HRRI Grant Purpose

Enhance waste 
reduction resiliency

Divert tonnage from 
landfills



HRRI Grant Overview

• $5 million max award per project
• No match required
• Infrastructure and equipment
• Phase 1: due January 30, 2026
• Reimbursement-based
• Expenditures must be during 

grant contract period



Example projects

• Purchase collection infrastructure such as trucks, containers, and 
carts to improve residential or commercial recycling programs

• Build an aerated static pile, windrow, or other composting system 
to enhance food waste diversion efforts

• Build a new or enhance an existing HHW program
• Construct, improve, or repair a transfer station or material 

recovery facility for the handling, sortation, and marketing of 
recyclable materials

• Improve an existing or build a new convenience center
• Replace carts lost during Helene



Example Reimbursable Expenses
• Trucks
• Carts
• Roll-off containers
• Concrete at a transfer station
• Composting facility
• Site development costs
• Engineering designs
• Equipment installation
• Compactors



How to Apply
See page 4 of the RFP



Award Process

• Phase 1 deadline JANUARY 30, 2026, at 5:00 pm
• Submitted proposals scored based on RFP criteria
• Contacts signed in the spring
• Contract term depends on project – up to 3 years



Project Implementation

• Written quarterly reports
• 90/10 Reimbursement
• Final reports



Helene Recovery 
Recycling Infrastructure Grant

Matt James
919-707-8142

matt.james@deq.nc.gov 

Sandy Skolochenko
919-707-8147

sandy.skolochenko@deq.nc.gov 

https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/environmental-assistance-and-customer-service/recycling-and-materials-management/programs-offered/grants-local-governments/helene-recovery-recycling-infrastructure-grants/latest
https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/environmental-assistance-and-customer-service/recycling-and-materials-management/programs-offered/grants-local-governments/helene-recovery-recycling-infrastructure-grants/latest
https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/environmental-assistance-and-customer-service/recycling-and-materials-management/programs-offered/grants-local-governments/helene-recovery-recycling-infrastructure-grants/latest
mailto:matt.james@deq.nc.gov
mailto:Sandy.Skolochenko@deq.nc.gov
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