Internal Guidance: Organics Headworks Analysis for POTWs with Pharmaceutical Industries


The Pharmaceutical Organics Headworks Analysis (POHWA) is required for certain Pollutants of Concern (POCs) in the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Point Source Categorical Regulations, 40 CFR - Chapter I - PART 439.  Only six compounds from the 
POHWA spreadsheet are also listed in the pharmaceutical categorical regulations.  POTWs with one or more categorical pharmaceutical SIUs are required to complete the POHWA for only those listed POCs.

Steps to follow:

1) Download the Pharmaceutical Organics Headworks Analysis from the Division of Water Resources Website.

2) Enter the necessary information into the POHWA in the blue bordered cells.
a. POTW name
b. POTW Flow, MGD
c. 7Q10 Stream Flow, MGD
d. Average Stream Flow, MGD
e. Stream Type (C or WS)

If you do not know your 7Q10, average stream flow or stream type, please call the Pretreatment Unit for assistance.

3) Once the values above are typed in and you have pressed the enter key, the POHWA will automatically compute your Maximum Allowable Headworks Loadings (MAHLs) for all POCs listed in the POHWA.  These will be listed in column P.  

4) Enter the proposed IUP limit for the applicable parameters into the Linked PAT.  POCs with less than 50% MAHL remaining will be automatically flagged in bold. Notify the Pretreatment Unit if any of the POCs are at less than 50% MAHL still available.

5) Send the summarized industrial data (not lab reports), the POHWA and the PAT to the Division for review.


The explosivity, PEL and STEL concentrations are given to the right of the MAHL.  If the calculated MAHL is greater then any of these concentrations you may want to consider using the more restrictive value as the basis for assigning permit limits.  See Chapter 5, Section F of the Comprehensive Guidance for North Carolina Pretreatment Programs (Comprehensive Guide) for further information regarding these health and safety issues.    

Contact the PERCS Unit for further assistance.
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