


2021 Annual Report of the Oil and Gas Commission 

Executive Summary and Transmittal 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. §143B-293.1 (c), the North Carolina Oil and Gas Commission 
(Commission), must submit annual written reports as to its operation, activities, 
programs, and progress to the Joint Legislative Commission on Energy Policy and the 
Environmental Review Commission. 

Provided herein is the annual report of the Commission as to its operations, activities, 
programs, and progress for the 2021 calendar year. 

Respectfully, 

James K Date 
Chairman 

Commission Report and Proceedings 
The year 2021 for the Oil and Gas Commission continued to be fraught with challenges 
caused by COVID-19 disruptions, just like those experienced by the rest of North 
Carolina governmental operations. The Commission convened the four, mandatory 
quarterly meetings as required by law, however, only three of the four meetings 
contained a quorum of Commission members. All meetings were held remotely in 
accordance with public health and gathering protocols. During this year, significant 
issues were discussed, and some procedures were developed for improved conduct of 
the Commission's business. The Commission also elected officers for the 2020-2021 
term. 

With regard to the Commission's membership, the Commission conducted meetings 
with five Commissioners in active terms, two Commissioners in holdover extended 
terms, and two unfilled vacancies. Three Gubernatorial nominations for appointment to 
the Commission have been pending since the Spring of 2019. 

The most significant issues the Commission addressed this year were: wellbore integrity 
and environmental safety of North Carolina's only two shut-in gas wells; a relatively new 
U.S. Well Number Standard for all future wells drilled; drilling unit application regulatory 
review process; and drilling unit naming and administrative tracking. 

The Commission's charge and duties may be found at N.C.G.S. §143B-293.1, or online 
(https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTMUBySection/Chapter 143B/GS 

1438-293.1.html). The following is an executive summary of the Commission's 
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