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N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission 
Aug. 25-26, 2021  

Motions 
 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion by Martin Posey to approve the meeting agenda. 
 
Seconded by Sam Romano 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
James Kornegay ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Chairman Rob Bizzell  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 9-0 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Tom Roller to approve the minutes of the May 2021 business meeting. 
 
Seconded by Pete Kornegay 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
James Kornegay ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Chairman Rob Bizzell  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 9-0 
 
 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 
Martin Posey nominated Doug Cross for Marine Fisheries Commission vice chairman. 
 
Sam Romano seconded the nomination. 
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With no other nominations, Doug Cross was declared vice chairman by acclamation. 
 
 
MUTILATED FINFISH RULE AMENDMENT 
Motion by Rob Bizzell to ask the Division of Marine Fisheries to develop an issue paper for rulemaking to 
examine the mutilated finfish rule (15A NCAC 03M .0101). 
 
Seconded by Mike Blanton 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Vice-Chairman Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
James Kornegay ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Rob Bizzell  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 9-0  
 
 
ELIGIBILITY POOL 
 
Motion by Mike Blanton to set the cap on the number of licenses in the Standard Commercial Fishing License 
Eligibility Pool for fiscal year 2021-2022 at 500. 
 
Seconded by Sam Romano 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 
James Kornegay ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Chairman Rob Bizzell  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 6-0 with two abstentions and one absent 
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FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN SCHEDULE 
 
Motion by Pete Kornegay to preliminarily approve the five-year Fishery Management Plan schedule for review 
and final approval by the secretary of the Department of Environmental Quality. 
 
Seconded by Martin Posey 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
James Kornegay ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Chairman Rob Bizzell  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 9-0 
 
 
COASTAL HABITAT PROTECTION PLAN AMENDMENT 
Motion by Doug Cross to send the draft Coastal Habitat Protection Plan 2021 Amendment and Appendix as is 
out for public comment. 
 
Seconded by Tom Hendrickson 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
James Kornegay ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Chairman Rob Bizzell  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 9-0 
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SMALL MESH GILL NET RULES MODIFICATION 
 
Motion by Doug Cross to not initiate rulemaking on small mesh gill nets but refer the issue to the FMP process 
for each species, and any issues or rules coming out of the FMP process be addressed at that time. 
 
Seconded by Sam Romano 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
James Kornegay ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Chairman Rob Bizzell  ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 5-4 
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RULES 
 
Motion by Martin Posey to approve notice of text to begin the process of re-adoption and repeal through 
readoption of rules under a mandatory periodic review schedule (G.S. 150B-21.3A) and adoption and 
amendment of rules: 
 

• Highly Efficient Gears, Artificial Reefs, and Research Sanctuaries (3 rules) – 15A NCAC 03I 
.0109, 03J .0404, 03R .0119; 

• Shellfish Leasing Regulations (9 rules) – 15A NCAC 03K .0111, 03O .0203, .0205-.0211; 
• 15A NCAC 03 Rules with Conforming Changes (40 rules) – 15A NCAC 03I .0113, .0118, 03J .0101, 

.0110, .0302, 03K .0101, .0102, .0105, .0106, .0108, .0201, .0202, .0204, .0207, .0301, .0302, 

.0304, .0305, .0401, .0505, 03L .0101-.0103, .0105, 03M .0201, .0202, .0204, .0205, .0503, 03N 

.0104, .0105, 03O .0301-.0303, .0401-.0406; 
• 15A NCAC 03I, 03J, 03K, 03O, and 03R Rules for Definitions, Imported Species, Recordkeeping, 

Gear, Marketing Shellfish, and Licenses (18 rules) – 15A NCAC 03I .0101, .0104, .0114, 03J .0105, 
.0109, .0305, 03K .0205, .0507, 03O .0101-.0105, .0107, .0109, .0110, .0113, 03R .0111; 

• Commercial Blue Crab Harvest and Gear Regulations (8      rules) – 15A NCAC 03J .0301, 03L .0201-
.0205, 03R .0110, .0118; 

• Permit and License Suspensions and Revocations and Pound Net Gears (11 rules) – 15A NCAC 
03I .0105, 03J .0501-.0505, 03O .0111, .0114, .0502, .0504, 03P .0101; 

• 15A NCAC 03P Rules (8 rules) – 15A NCAC 03P .0102, .0201-.0203, .0301-.0304; and 
15A NCAC 03K and 18A Crustacea and Shellfish Rules (12 rules) – 15A NCAC 03K .0103, .0104, .0107, 
.0109, .0208, .0209, 18A .0135, .0302, .0303, .0304, .0425, .0912. 
 
Seconded by Tom Roller 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Commissioner Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Doug Cross ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Mike Blanton ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Hendrickson ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
James Kornegay ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Robert McNeill ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Dr. Martin Posey ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Tom Roller ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Sam Romano ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Chairman Rob Bizzell  ☒ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 
Motion carries 9-0 
 
 


