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172 

08/23/2021 -
5:01pm Rhianna Sears North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

171 

08/23/2021 -
5:01pm Rhianna Sears North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

170 

08/23/2021 -
5:01pm Rhianna Sears North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

169 

08/23/2021 -
5:00pm Larri Flynt North 

Carolina 
There’s already enough rules & regulations, Commercial fisher men feed the 
world. 

168 

08/23/2021 -
5:00pm Vicki Basnight North 

Carolina 

I ask that you please let our commercial fishermen continue to provide our 
restaurant with fresh Drum, round head, trout and other fun fish caught by small 
mesh gill nets. We use these fish for blackened fish, fish cakes, seared fish and 
on numerous other dishes at Basnight’s Lone Cedar Cafe in Nags Head. If the 
small mesh gill nets are not allowed in our sounds we will not be able to provide 
our customers with some of NC’s best. We serve ONLY NC seafood and this 
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would make our selection of fish even more scarce. Thank you for your time. 
Vicki Basnight 
Basnight’s Lone Cedar Cafe 
Nags Head 

167 

08/23/2021 - 
4:59pm Stewart Smith North 

Carolina 

In the 16 community colleges, there should be a wide range of classes pertaining 
to the environment on the coast, range of fishes, pollution, insurance of the local 
fish of survival. Prevention of other agencies, states, countries to harvest any fish 
for a period of 5 years. The ocean boundary of fishing for all nations of the world 
extended to 20 miles for 5 years. Declare a national moratorium for limits of a 
catch at the request of the NCMFA, for divisions of in-state residents and out of 
state residents. Boats must declare at the local appointed venue to fish and 
declare in state or out of state permission for weekly or less days fishing and 
must return daily for catch check. Boats that do not follow rules are subject to 
$1500 fine and one month suspension. 
 
Fishermen who rely on "fishing" for a lively hood . must adhere to rules by the 
NCFA. Too, they are to receive state an federal subsidies, like an normal NC 
farmer for disaster based on their previous years' catch per month. They should 
not suffer monetary loss due to something they cannot control, the weather. 
 
The community colleges should be able to use the waters of the sounds for 
research and propagation of all fish species. 
 
Declare a state emergency for the fishing industry until all NC fishing agencies 
deciare a plan of recovery and adopted by the house and senate of the state of 
North Carolina 
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08/23/2021 - 
4:59pm Dawson Brooks North 

Carolina 
I’ve heard about the new regulations on the gill nets for the pamlico sound. I am 
young and have invested quite a bit of money into commercial fishing and if the 
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new regulations are made it will be harder for me to make a living. What are the 
reason for these new laws? The gill nets are very important because they put 
food on the table and in a small town like I live in it’s all we have to do it’s how we 
make a living. 

165 

08/23/2021 - 
4:57pm Julisa Calderon North 

Carolina Thanks 

164 

08/23/2021 - 
4:57pm Tiffany Ivey North 

Carolina I am opposed to this new law or regulation. 

163 

08/23/2021 - 
4:56pm Linda Daniels North 

Carolina 
I am in opposition to this new regulation, Our men need to be able to fish and 
provide for their families. 

162 

08/23/2021 - 
4:55pm Mickey T Daniels Ii North 

Carolina I am not in favor of this law/bill. Our fishermen can hardly make a living now. 

161 

08/23/2021 - 
4:54pm Nancy Calderon North 

Carolina Gracias 

160 

08/23/2021 - 
4:53pm Dustin Daniels North 

Carolina I am in opposition to this law, this will devastate us. 

159 

08/23/2021 - 
4:53pm Zachary Leonard North 

Carolina 

I think it’s wrong what you’re trying to do gillnet should stay open I think you 
should open flounder fishing back up you are ruining peoples livelihoods 
Americans want fresh seafood not imports you will be destroying a lot of 
livelihoods if this happens keep it open !!!!! 

158 

08/23/2021 - 
4:53pm Julian Midgett North 

Carolina I am opposed to any changes to small gill netting laws 

157 

08/23/2021 - 
4:52pm Julian Midgett North 

Carolina I am opposed to any changes to small gill netting laws 

156 

08/23/2021 - 
4:52pm Zachary Leonard North 

Carolina 

I think it’s wrong what you’re trying to do gillnet should stay open I think you 
should open flounder fishing back up you are ruining peoples livelihoods 
Americans want fresh seafood not imports you will be destroying a lot of 
livelihoods if this happens keep it open !!!!! 

155 

08/23/2021 - 
4:52pm Julian Midgett North 

Carolina I am opposed to any changes to small gill netting laws 

154 

08/23/2021 - 
4:52pm Mickey Daniels North 

Carolina This law will devastate our fishing industry. 
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153 

08/23/2021 -
4:51pm Noemi Ornelas North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

152 

08/23/2021 -
4:49pm Ted Midgett North 

Carolina I am opposed to any changes in small gill nets laws 

151 

08/23/2021 -
4:49pm Vincent Iannace North 

Carolina I am a consumer and would be very upset and affected by this law 

150 

08/23/2021 -
4:49pm Cesar Silva North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

149 

08/23/2021 -
4:48pm Amy Silva De 

Calderon 
North 
Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

148 

08/23/2021 -
4:48pm Mona Midgett North 

Carolina I opposed to any small gill net change!!! 

147 

08/23/2021 -
4:48pm Letitia Daniels North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
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regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user group, eliminates a food source for millions. 

146 

08/23/2021 -
4:42pm Jesus Tovar North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

145 

08/23/2021 -
4:38pm Jack Graham North 

Carolina 

I am an avid recreational fisherman and charter captain here in our backwaters 
on the outer banks. And from what I have seen we have an extremely healthy 
fishery. There is no need to cut out yet another major economic pulse here in our 
state. The fishing community here relies on this resource to get them through 
hard winters and it is a very important fishery for many families. We have 
probably the healthiest fishery in our sounds we have had in years right now so 
please take into consideration the impact on hard working coastal families, many 
of whom are generational, and help them to continue to make an honest, healthy 
and sustainable living. 

Sincerely, 
Captain Jack Graham 

144 

08/23/2021 -
4:31pm ID Midgett North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

143 

08/23/2021 -
4:30pm Braden ONeal North 

Carolina 
I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
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contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

142 

08/23/2021 -
4:30pm Caleb Oneal North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

141 

08/23/2021 -
4:30pm Linda Oneal North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

140 

08/23/2021 -
4:30pm Colby ONeal North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

139 

08/23/2021 -
4:29pm Lara ONeal North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
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Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

138 

08/23/2021 -
4:29pm Bill Evans North 

Carolina 

Gill nets need to remain at status quo for North Carolina waters. Fisheries in 
North Carolina are regulated and suppressed as being managed in any sense of 
that word. 

137 

08/23/2021 -
4:28pm Kaitlyn Iannace North 

Carolina I am a consumer and I would be very upset and deeply affected by this law 

136 

08/23/2021 -
4:27pm 

Spurgeon 
A. Stowe North 

Carolina 

This is not ok I have family and friends who make a big portion of their living small 
mesh gillnet fishing in the sounds. Please consider these families and children in 
making a decision on it. They are of no threat to endangered species. These 
fisherman will become the endangered species if they are stopped from making 
their living. 
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08/23/2021 -
4:24pm Britt Harper North 

Carolina 

This is what I copied and pasted... 
I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 

134 

08/23/2021 -
4:24pm Sophia Harper North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 
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08/23/2021 -
4:24pm Nicole Harper North 

Carolina 

This is what I copied and pasted... 
I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 
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08/23/2021 -
4:24pm Benjamin Oneal North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 
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08/23/2021 -
4:19pm Ryan Arthur North 

Carolina 

3rd generation commercial fishing, 100% of my income how I support my family. 
Need to get politics out of everything. Start listening to the best scientists you 
have available, us commercial fisherman. We are out there day in and day out. 
We do not want to catch the last fish. We are all for having a good supply of fish 
for everyone to catch. Small mesh gill nets and trawlers are not the problem. The 
problem is in the big city TO MANY POLITICS. LET US FISH AND SUPPORT 
OUR FAMILES ITS ALL WE KNOW!! 
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08/23/2021 -
4:16pm Ralph Griffin North 

Carolina 

As a life long resident of our great state I have witnessed fisheries come and go. 
Some due to some sort of human cause and effect. 
In others there have been a natural effect. 
Whether a storm has washed away habitat or a freeze has caused a major fish 
kill. 
It seems that these type of occurrences are never spoken about to the state wide 
public. 
The majority of my friends love nothing better than to catch trout and drum and 
for that matter flounder. 
Almost all continue to claim it’s the best fishing they’ve ever experienced. 
My first question to them is how can it be? 
The next question I ask them is , when was the last time we have had a hard 
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freeze on the coast? 
After they try to remember I ask them doesn’t a previous mild winter contribute 
fishing successes the following year? 
In my personal experience being raised on and around the water and all types of 
fishing nature does a pretty good job of weeding out the strongest and fittest. 
I’m not a marine biologist by no means but there are generations of North 
Carolinians who live by/raised on and make a living to support their families on 
our public trust waters. 
It is my belief that they are the ones as well as the recreational angler who should 
have a say! 
2 weeks for flounder season ? 
Recreational or Commercial is ridiculous considering almost all states north and 
south of us are allowed to catch and keep theirs. 
What happens if we have a hurricane? 
Do the people who depend of this seasonal fishery go without for the year? 
Shrimping in the sounds and bays have provided some of the best tasting ones 
on the market. People figured out that not only was there an abundance of shrimp 
they learned how to efficiently and quite effectively catch them. 
What I read last month is that there is a push to stop all inland fishing for shrimp. 
My question to the board is why?? 
There is an industry in our state which has complied for the most part with every 
regulation and restriction placed on them. 
They are hard working tax paying citizens of our great state. 
All want nothing more than provide for their families and families of their 
employees. 
Not all have boats that can shrimp in the ocean due to size of the vessels. 
I feel that public trust waters are for all residents of our state not just one group! 
By restricting access you are denying our rights as tax paying citizens. 
Back to one of my first statements about our rec fishing friends. 
Almost every single one of them blame shrimping. 
I ask why? 
They say they are killing all the fish! 
Then I asked them How can you be experiencing the best inshore fishing ever!!!? 
Most have only listened to one side of the argument. 
Or they are upset because someone set a net. 
Closing our sounds to inland netting doesn’t do any good for anyone except the 
people who believe they can save a resource by governing. 
Obviously this hasn’t worked. 
You’ve arbitrarily closed or shut down fisheries in the past when commercial 
fishermen could tell you what and when and how much. But by setting nets or 
doing trawls in the wrong places at the wrong time of year! 

https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=view_submission&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=view_submission&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=submitted&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=webform_component_1&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=webform_component_1&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=webform_component_2&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=webform_component_2&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=webform_component_5&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=webform_component_4&sort=asc
https://deq.nc.gov/node/91484/webform-results/table?order=view_submission&sort=asc


# SUBMITTED 

FIRST 
NAME: 

LAST 
NAME: 

STATE: PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW: 

For some reason the catfish have taken over the Albremarle sound estuary but 
there doesn’t seem to be a belief that they can hurt another species population. 
Stripers,white perch, and herring are all affected due to this explosion. 
Commercial fishermen are the best resource y’all have. 
Politics shouldn’t be a part of taking away a persons way of life period!!! 
Why would anyone want to buy imported shrimp raised in a pond and fed waste 
products as food. 
I will not! 
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08/23/2021 -
4:15pm Michael Beane North 

Carolina 

I feel there should be no changes to the existing reg ulates their sufficient data 
with observers trip ticket and other observations to show that this fishery is 
sustainable and does not require any further regulations nor restriction just 
unfortunately is yet another example of the CCA attempting to push their 
propaganda and hide it as science or logic 
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08/23/2021 -
4:14pm Robert Ziglar North 

Carolina 

No further restrictions are needed for small mesh gillnet fisheries. Gillnet fishing 
in state waters is very important to commercial fishermen, coastal communities, 
and the consumers that want high quality fresh seafood. Please let science 
dictate the rule making, not politics. The elitist group CCA and it’s members have 
no interest in fisheries management other than to end commercial fishing all 
together and reallocate the entire resource to the recreational sector. Small mesh 
rules are unnecessary and therefore not supported by NC statutes! 
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08/23/2021 -
4:02pm Evan Davis North 

Carolina 
I make my living Spanish mackerel fishing in the Pamlico sound . It is very 
important to me to be able to use 2000 yards of net . 
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08/23/2021 -
3:55pm Will Blount North 

Carolina 
I make my living Spanish mackerel fishing in the Pamlico sound . It is very 
important to me to be able to use 2000 yards of net . 
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08/23/2021 -
3:36pm Ashley ONeal North 

Carolina 

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional 
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their 
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing 
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood. 
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due to 
labor shortages, I’m unsure why regulations would be implemented to decrease 
access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial fishermen. The 
commercial fishermen provide a food source to many Americans; implementing 
regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a food source for millions. 
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08/23/2021 -
3:02pm Zachary Davis North 

Carolina 

I feel very strongly that the options of status quo should be upheld and 
recommended moving forward with the Small Mesh Gillnet Rules Modification 
process. This fishery has an effort that is at an all time low. Those left in the 
fishery are struggling to make ends meat because of substantial reductions in 
ability to keep marketable species of fish. These fish, even though they must be 
discarded due to regulation are perfectly marketable and would otherwise be a 
profitable bycatch. The Marine fisheries needs to consider allowing a higher 
percentage of by catch fish to be marketed instead of discarded. As a whole the 
marine fisheries seems to be using reducing trip ticket landing to justify stock 
level reductions when in actuality there is far less effort being put into landing 
certain species of fish than in year past. Catch Per Unit Effort has been skewed 
by the restrictions on areas that can be fished as well as the time of year that 
fishing can occur. You cannot justify CPUE unless it is compared to the same 
areas and times that were allowed when landings were at higher levels. Further 
restrictions on these fisheries will do nothing but take fresh seafood off of the 
consumers table in North Carolina. 
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08/17/2021 - 
11:24am Ralph Gallo North 

Carolina 

This is the peoples resource and is being decimated by inshore trawling! I live on the 
intracoastal and i see the abuse to the nursery in real time. This must stop NOW not 
further down the road. The commissioners are supposed to represent the people, so 
grow a spine and take action NOW. Thank You for reading, Ralph Gallo 

1 

08/16/2021 - 
1:18pm william glover North 

Carolina 

When are we going to end nets and trawlers in the bays and estuaries in North 
Carolina? We are the only state in the Union that still allows it while we whittle down 
fishing limits and seasons. We talk a lot about saving the industry, but you guys do 
nothing. What's next, One Flounder a day, One Redfish a day, One Trout a day? 
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From: Klibansky, Lara
To: Gillikin, Dana
Subject: FW: [External] Re: Public Comment- August 2021 Business Meeting (Shrimp Trawl Effort: Pamlico Sound and

Nearshore Ocean Waters)
Date: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 8:54:53 AM

 
 
Lara K. J. Klibansky
Marine Fisheries Commission Liaison
Executive Assistant for Councils and Commissions
NC Division of Marine Fisheries
Department of Environmental Quality

252 515 6020    mobile (direct)
252 726 7021    main office
Lara.Klibansky@ncdenr.gov
 
P.O. Box 769
3441 Arendell Street
Morehead City, NC 28557
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties
 
 
From: Rob Bizzell  
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2021 4:07 PM
To: rick sasser 
Cc: Klibansky, Lara <Lara.Klibansky@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: [External] Re: Public Comment- August 2021 Business Meeting (Shrimp Trawl Effort:
Pamlico Sound and Nearshore Ocean Waters)
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.

 
Yes

 
 
 
“Take care of business and make things happen”
 



On Aug 23, 2021, at 2:17 PM, rick sasser  wrote:

As my "public comment" this goes into the public record, officially, correct?
 

From: rick sasser 
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2021 1:40 PM
To: Rob Bizzell 
Subject: Re: Public Comment- August 2021 Business Meeting (Shrimp Trawl Effort:
Pamlico Sound and Nearshore Ocean Waters)
 
I saw that, which is GREAT!  We have plenty of time to incorporate the points in
my email below into the draft FMP.  Thanks
 

From: Rob Bizzell 
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2021 1:34 PM
To: rick sasser 
Cc: Rawls, Kathy <kathy.rawls@ncdenr.gov>; j.kornegay.mfc@ncdenr.gov
<j.kornegay.mfc@ncdenr.gov>; Tom Roller <Tom.Roller.mfc@ncdenr.gov>;
Robert.B.McNeill.mfc@ncdenr.gov <Robert.B.McNeill.mfc@ncdenr.gov>; Martin Posey
<martin.posey.mfc@ncdenr.gov>; David Sneed ; Tim Gestwicki

 Daniel, Louis  
 Fred Harris Gail & Wilson Laney

Subject: Re: Public Comment- August 2021 Business Meeting (Shrimp Trawl Effort:
Pamlico Sound and Nearshore Ocean Waters)
 
Rick, we are not taking this up until at least November when we can do it face to face.
Rob

 
 
 
“Take care of business and make things happen”
 

On Aug 23, 2021, at 11:07 AM, rick sasser 
wrote:



 
Kathy/Rob
 
As you know, I am pushing hard for NC to honestly come to the table
in good faith to address how unsustainable shrimp trawl bycatch is
affecting croaker, spot and weakfish stocks.  Weakfish is of particular
concern.
 
When I began this effort back in 2012, I ran a very simple
extrapolation on how Pamlico Sound juvenile weakfish mortality in
the shrimp trawl fishery affects the total stock.
 

NCDMF/NOAA trawl characterization studies
show that weakfish represent approximately
7% of trawl bycatch in the Pamlico Sound. In
2008, the ASFMC estimated the total
weakfish spawning stock biomass to be 4.5-
million pounds. During that 2008 shrimp
season, Pamlico Sound trawlers killed 1.7-
million pounds of juvenile weakfish or 46-
millon individual juvenile gray trout. A gray
trout becomes sexually mature at about one
year of age and 3/4 of a pound in weight. If
only 5% of those 46-million juveniles killed as
shrimp trawl bycatch made it to sexual
maturity, the spawning stock biomass would
have increased by 1.7-million pounds or 38%
in one year. By eliminating trawling bycatch,
the potential ability of the stock to rebound
is huge. 

The Pamlico Sound must be closed to all trawling, or at minimum,
severely limited to small trawlers, daytime trawling and three days
per week.

The Division's proposed "Permanent Closure Line" and "Seasonal
Closure Line" fail to protect economically important juvenile finfish in
undesignated secondary nursey areas.  



The Permanent Closure Line, everything west of a line from Oregon
Inlet to Point of Grass on Cedar Island, is a complete failure for the
June-August period when the whole Pamlico Sound acts as essential
fish habitat- an undeclared nursery area.

<June Aggregate Abundance.jpg>

Adding the Seasonal Closure Line on August 1 does a better job of
protecting all species as weakfish have concentrated north of Bluff
Shoal and other species have concentrated west of the permanent
closure line.  The problem is there are no open travel corridors for
juvenile escapement.   
 
Escapement is well documented for both shrimp and juvenile finfish,
they move South, which means both Hatteras and Ocracoke Inlets
are major points of escapement. 

<September Aggregate Abundance.jpg>

Short of closing the whole sound, the Division should consider the
following as a recommendation to the Commission.  A limited
trawling area should be open to smaller vessels only with less than
50-feet of headrope, M-W-F trawling and 6am to 6pm.



Note:  I've included the 2020 AIS tracking for trawling effort of the
vessel Capt. Ralph for reference.

<Limited Trawling Area.jpg>

Of additional concern, is the new and fast expanding near-shore
ocean trawl effort.  Much of this new effort is occurring in key fall
and early winter staging areas for juvenile croaker, spot and weakfish
as they prepare for the annual migration to offshore winter grounds. 
It is no surprise that much of this effort is near the
inlets.  Escapement from the sound's nursery areas needs support by
including protections in key near-shore staging areas.
 
Below is pictured near-shore effort using Global Fishing Watch
(GFW).  The algorithm GFW uses fails to identify all trawl effort.  My
personal research using AIS tracking and satellite imaging has found
that as much as 50% of the effort is by vessels "running dark"- failure
to adhere to federal AIS laws.  Smaller vessels (very few in the ocean),
less that 65-feet in length, are not required to run AIS. 

The pictured effort corresponds with NCDMF trip tickets showing an
increase in ocean shrimp landings as compared to estuarine shrimp
landings.  In 2019, ocean landings exceeded estuarine landings for
the first time.  NCDMF has not released 2020 data.  I have to
question the accuracy of the 2018 effort as reported by NCDMF trip
tickets given the level of effort shown by GFW.  2018 was the year of
Hurricane Florence.  Commercial fishermen received millions of
dollars in Florence Relief Payments based on a 2015-2017 average
compared to 2018.  There was huge incentive for 2018 landings to be
underreported.  



<Shrimp Effort for AC Seats.jpg>

 
 
Again, the effort (2014-2020) shown is significantly underestimated
due to the GFW algorithm and vessels running dark.
 
Starting in 2016, the increased ocean effort is obvious.
 
<Effort- July-December, 2014.jpg>
<Effort- July-December, 2015.jpg>
<Effort- July-December, 2016.jpg>
<Effort- July-December, 2017.jpg>
<Effort- July-December, 2018.jpg>
<Effort- July-December, 2019.jpg>
<Effort- July-December, 2020.jpg>
 
 
 
 
Best Regards,
 
Rick
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Mr. Chairman and Commissioners,

In regards to Small Mesh Gill Net Rule Modification, we strongly believe no further restrictions or laws are 
necessary without scientific justification and consideration to actual yardages historically used by our industry 
leaders. This whole mess began with user conflict in a few small areas. Scant scientific data and limited 
professional commercial fisherman input was used to set the current small mesh gill net regulations issued 
through proclamation M-14-2021. This was an unnecessary and unfair restriction on our state’s gill net 
fisheries with no justification. 

That being said; we as a group of dedicated NC fishermen, who are financially dependent on small mesh gill 
nets, also believe special consideration should be given to the Pamlico Sound drift net fishery. We should be 
allowed well over the current 800 and 1,500 yard limits which have been issued through proclamation since 
early 2019. We have historically used an average of 2400 yards or more drift gill nets depending on fish 
abundance, fish prices, weather, tide/moon cycles, fuel prices, etc. We need this additional yardage to keep 
the Spanish mackerel drift net fishery economically viable in years when these variables change. 

According to data obtained from the North Carolina Trip Ticket Program, over the past 6 years (2015-2020) 
there have been 16 to 22 active vessels in the Pamlico Sound gill net fisheries with annual harvests of over 
10,000 lbs. of Spanish mackerel. Only about half of these vessels in this same period harvested more than 
20,000 lbs. annually. Data from NCDMF also supports how economically important the drift net fishery is for 
our dedicated Spanish mackerel fishermen. Total annual ex-vessel value for these 16-22 vessels in this 
period averaged over $340,000 in Spanish mackerel sales alone. This revenue directly supports our families, 
our crew and their families, as well as our local fish houses, their employees, and many other aspects of our 
small commercial fishing communities. 

We also have over a decade of North East Federal observer data coverage in the Pamlico Sound drift net 
fishery. From this abundance of observation, there is a large data set that shows:

(1) Yardage used for each vessel (well over the current proclamation limits of 800 and 1,500 yards)

(2) Zero endangered or threatened species interactions 

(3) Low discard rates
 
The Pamlico Sound drift net fishery is an integral part of our state’s commercial Spanish mackerel fishery. 
The drift net fishery in the Pamlico Sound has been documented as accountable, sustainable, and profitable. 
The NC commercial Spanish mackerel fishery overall is diverse. Our internal drift net fishery allows our 
commercial Spanish mackerel vessels to spread out and not concentrate pressure in other productive areas 
in the state waters of the Atlantic Ocean.

If the drift net fishery becomes economically unfeasible, pressure will definitely shift to the ocean Spanish 
mackerel fishery. Hurricanes, ever changing inlet conditions, wind direction, and limited productive areas in 
the ocean already limit when and where gill nets are used to harvest Spanish mackerel in NC’s coastal 
waters. The ocean gill net fishery occurs almost entirely in water less than 25 feet deep in areas with no 
bottom snags; these conditions alone limit the amount of vessels who can participate in the ocean Spanish 
mackerel fishery. 

We have included observer data and North Carolina state trip data compiled at our request from the North 
East Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) and from NCDMF staff to support our argument. We are also in the 
process of receiving a second more specific data request from NEFSC to provide documentation of the 
lengths of drift net that have historically been used in the Pamlico Sound drift net fishery.

Please contact us for any clarification or further questions.

Thank you for your time,
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Thomas Newman F/V Gotta Go

John W. Smith F/V Jana Marie

Edward Lee Morris F/V Miss Stevie

Charles Van Salisberry “Good Time Charlie’s Fisheries”

Mac Bishop F/V Still Kickin

Matt Huth F/V Lil’ Finn

Richard “Catfish” Bass F/V Big Mac

Charlie Locke F/V Salvation 

Parker Williams F/V Logan’s Luck

Logan Williams F/V Stubborn One

Reuben F. Trant III F/V Hatterasser

Mark Jordan F/V Resurrection



































From: Klibansky, Lara
To: Gillikin, Dana
Subject: FW: [External] Rule 3m101
Date: Friday, August 20, 2021 11:22:46 AM

 
 
Lara K. J. Klibansky
Marine Fisheries Commission Liaison
Executive Assistant for Councils and Commissions
NC Division of Marine Fisheries
Department of Environmental Quality

252 515 6020    mobile (direct)
252 726 7021    main office
Lara.Klibansky@ncdenr.gov
 
P.O. Box 769
3441 Arendell Street
Morehead City, NC 28557
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties
 
 
From: Bizzell, Rob <r.bizzell.mfc@ncdenr.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 20, 2021 11:21 AM
To: Klibansky, Lara <Lara.Klibansky@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [External] Rule 3m101
 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Eric Bregman 
Sent: Friday, August 20, 2021 10:29 AM
To: Bizzell, Rob; Cross, Doug; Blanton, Mike; Hendrickson, Tom; Kornegay, K;
Robert.b.Mcneil.mfc@ncdenr.gov; martin.posey@ncdenr.gov; Roller, Thomas N; Romano, Sam
Subject: [External] Rule 3m101
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.

 



Dear members of the marine fisheries commission.
I would like to request that consideration be given to amending rule 3m101 that would include Spot
as a species exempt from having to remain intact, or spot to be treated the way striped mullet and
shad are treated. Spot is a commonly used cut bait and should be able to be used as such. 
Another option would be to only apply the rule to species that have a minimum length, which is
completely understandable.  
 
Thank you
--
Eric D, Bregman, CPA



From: Klibansky, Lara
To: Gillikin, Dana
Subject: FW: [External] suggestion regarding release regulations for tarpon and large red drum
Date: Monday, August 23, 2021 9:44:10 AM

 
 
Lara K. J. Klibansky
Marine Fisheries Commission Liaison
Executive Assistant for Councils and Commissions
NC Division of Marine Fisheries
Department of Environmental Quality

252 515 6020    mobile (direct)
252 726 7021    main office
Lara.Klibansky@ncdenr.gov
 
P.O. Box 769
3441 Arendell Street
Morehead City, NC 28557
 
Email correspondence to and from this address is subject to the
North Carolina Public Records Law and may be disclosed to third parties
 
 
From: Bizzell, Rob <r.bizzell.mfc@ncdenr.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2021 9:42 AM
To: Klibansky, Lara <Lara.Klibansky@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: Fwd: [External] suggestion regarding release regulations for tarpon and large red drum
 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Jerry Dilsaver 
Sent: Monday, August 23, 2021 9:36 AM
To: Willis, Carole; Bizzell, Rob
Subject: [External] suggestion regarding release regulations for tarpon and large red drum
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.

 
Good Morning All,



 
I have a suggestion I ask you to consider regarding the release citations for tarpon and red drum for
anglers fishing from the N.C. ocean piers.
 
I agree with the new regulations that do not allow tarpon to be gaffed or speared.  However, the
current requirements for a tarpon release citation require touching the leader.  I believe for
fishermen from the ocean piers that if a witness, which is required for the release citation anyway,
will confirm that the angler had fought the fish back to the pier and had it under control, they should
be allowed to intentionally pull the hook or break the line and still be eligible for the citation.  There
is no need to subject these fish to the stress of being worn down so they can be beached or near
beached to meet a technical requirement for a release citation.
 
I believe these same considerations should be given for red drum releases for pier anglers.  Big red
drum are a little easier to handle and can be led into a pier landing net, then hoisted up to the pier
deck, the hooks removed or leader cut and lowered back to the water.  However, this also has to
stress the fish.  Some red drum are intentionally caught by pier anglers using circle hook rigs, but
many are caught by fishermen after king mackerel and they are using wire leader rigs with treble
hooks.  Many times the treble hooks may be too deep to remove without harming the fish and the
leader would need to be cut even if lifted to the pier deck.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration,
 
Jerry Dilsaver
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