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Forgive the mass text —-you are receiving this in an effort to be concise and
time is urgent! We need everyone to click the link and copy/paste the
comments in the

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

We need accurate Recreational Catch Data so we can get a handle on our Fish
Populations come Management time.We can't keep going on educated
Guesstimates when we have up to 1 million Rec anglers a yr in our waters.The
small mesh and large mesh is already the most restrictive fishery effort at all
time low no need for anymore Regulations in either Large or small Mesh.We
need Accurate Recreational Catch Data before we ban any more Commercial
gear.Our State guessing what 1 million Recs catch a yr is more of a problem
than Gillnets will ever be.SAVE THE GILLNETS BAN THE REC CATCH
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GUESSTIMATES Al these Fishery Management plans have been and are
Bogus till we get Accurate Recreational catch Data we have the resources to
get it done tomorrow.

The North Carolina Fisheries Association (NCFA) opposes any further action,
by the MFC, towards initiating rule-making for the use of small mesh gill nets in
North Carolina.

Our Board views the current small mesh gill net restrictions implemented
through proclamation M-14-2021 and any further restrictions such as, yardage
limits, or outright gear bans as arbitrary, unnecessary, and unduly burdensome
upon those individuals engaged in the small mesh gill net fishery.

The North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries states that the primary issues
to be addressed, through rulemaking on small mesh gill nets, concern the
streamlining and simplification of all rules that directly or indirectly regulate
small mesh gill nets, reduction and increased survival of bycatch, greater
flexibility with constraining harvest of quota managed fisheries, and reducing
conflict between gill net users and other stakeholders, but has provided no
information demonstrating the necessity of addressing these issues through
rulemaking.

We believe the MFC has a duty to review all relevant information in regarding
the use and impacts of small mesh gill nets, and compare this information to all
other gears with similar uses and impacts before determining whether or not
rulemaking is “necessary.”

The MFC chose to consider rule making on small mesh gill nets, at the request
of the DEQ Secretary and DMF Director, with no reasonable justification for
doing so. To date, no document produced by the DMF, to the public, Standing
Advisory Committees, or the MFC, contains any information regarding the use
of small mesh gill nets, that would cause a reasonably intelligent individual to
conclude initiating further rule-making for this gear is “necessary” for the MFC
to fulfill its statutory duties.

Instead the information produced by the Division has been nothing more than
conclusory statements, “justifying” the decision to consider rule-making with no
underlying logic or reasonable explanation for doing so.

While the MFC has the authority to adopt rules for management, protection,



Hw

SUBMITTED

FIRST
NAME:

LAST NAME:

STATE:

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

preservation, and enhancement of the resources within its jurisdiction, statute
requires that these rules must be “necessary” and cannot be arbitrary or
capricious in nature.

In our opinion, a vote by the MFC to initiate rule-making in hopes that the
Division will provide information justifying rule-making sometime in the future, is
itself arbitrary and capricious. Simply put, if the MFC chooses to initiate rule-
making on small mesh gill nets with no compelling information providing rule-
making is necessary, we have to assume you have taken this action simply
because it is your will to do so and are abusing your delegated power to further
personal agendas.

In regards to the issues of concern identified by the Division we would like to
provide you with our perspective as to why rule-making to address these issues
is not necessary.

Streamlining and simplification of Gill Net Rules

Admittedly measures regulating the use of small mesh gill nets in North
Carolinas estuarine waters vary greatly by area but these measures, many of
which have been in place for decades, are understood and accepted by the
fishermen engaged in the small mesh gill net fishery. The patchwork restrictions
regulating the use of small mesh gillnets were adopted to address species
specific concerns or conflicts between user groups and were often implemented
in specific areas to avoid creating undue burden to fisheries occurring in areas
where the concerns or conflicts were not an issue. We believe that the
administrative record clearly shows that past commissions have thoroughly
scrutinized the use of small mesh gill nets and determined that the restrictions,
implemented by them, were not “necessary” in all of our state’s estuarine
waters. This said, without clear and definitive data demonstrating that current
restrictions are not adequate or that the use of small mesh gill nets poses a
greater threat to the resource that does the use of other gears it would be
unwise to conclude that rule-making for this gear is necessary.

Reduction and Increased Survival of Bycatch

Past commissions have used data to effectively address the issues of bycatch
and discard mortality in small mesh gill nets for species like Red Drum, through
the FMP process, significantly reducing dead discards from this gear. Again,
the Division has not provided any data to suggest that the overall abundance of
any species is currently threatened by the use of small mesh gill nets in NC or
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that bycatch mortality from this gear exceeds the impacts of other gears like
recreational hook and line, for example. Until species specific concerns are
identified or discard mortality in small mesh gill nets is determined to pose a
greater threat than mortality resulting from the use of other gear types, rule-
making is unnecessary.

Greater Flexibility with Constraining Harvest of Quota Managed Fisheries

North Carolina already has the greatest flexibility for managing quotas of any
coastal state, through proclamation authority NC has, for decades, efficiently
managed commercial harvest in quota managed fisheries for all commercial
gear types, including small mesh gill nets, by proclamation. The soul purpose of
proclamation authority is to allow the state to quickly adjust restrictions affected
by variable conditions such as allowing or prohibiting harvest in quota-based
fisheries. Harvest varies greatly from year to year and is affected by many
factors including effort, species abundance, and market demand, making it
impossible to effectively manage quotas through set in stone rules. Restricting
the use of small mesh gill nets, through rule, without the flexibility to adjust
those rules by proclamation could prevent fishermen from successfully
harvesting their allowed catch in the future, unnecessarily reducing food
production in sustainably managed fisheries.

To even suggest that rule-making was “necessary” for NC to constrain harvest
in quota managed fisheries when the DMF Director already has the authority to
regulate harvest within 48 hours of notice is absurd!

Reduce Conflict Between Gill Net Users and Other Stakeholders

For the Commission to determine that rule-making on small mesh gill nets was
“necessary” to reduce user conflict between gill net users and other
stakeholders they would first have to assume gill net users’ actions were the
sole source of the conflict. Furthermore, to consider options for statewide
restrictions they would have to assume that conflicts were occurring in all
coastal water bodies and again that all gill net users were the sole source of
these assumed conflicts, not likely. Like the other issues of concern, user
conflicts have been dealt with numerous times in the past and without
exception were dealt with on a localized level as statewide user conflicts have
never occurred.

There are several ways the state can deal with user conflicts including rule-
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making, mediation, proclamation, and the FMP process but the first step must
be identifying and confirming a localized conflict. Simply stating that conflicts
are occurring is not enough to conclude rule-making is necessary, without first
providing adequate information to confirm there is a real and substantial conflict
that needs addressing.

Even if a conflict is occurring assuming that gill net users are to blame and
initiating rule-making for that gear alone, without adequate information could
result in an unnecessary rule. Again, no information has been provided to the
commission to suggest rule-making for small mesh gill nets was “necessary” to
address this issue or any other.

For these reasons and many more the NCFA recommends that the MFC
instructs the DMF Director to remove the small mesh gill net restrictions
implemented through proclamation M-14-2021 and refrain from adopting any
further unnecessary restrictions regulating the use of small mesh gill nets
through rule-making or any other process.

Glenn Skinner
Executive Director
North Carolina Fisheries Association, Inc

| oppose any move to place current small mesh gill net proclamations into rule.
These proclamations have proven to be an effective tool in the management of
fisheries using small mesh gill nets. Some proclamations have been in effect for
many years and the user groups affected by them are aware of the restrictions;
but by being in proclamation the restrictions can be changed to address any
changes that might be warranted by unforeseen events or conditions. Putting
these proclamations into rule would only make managing our fisheries more
difficult, due to the lack of flexibility.

My name is John W. Smith, and | am a full-time commercial fisherman and up
until this year | have been a sole provider (with God’s help) for a family of five.
Throughout 35 years of commercial fishing, | have experienced a lot of change
in fishery management and rules — some good and some bad.

It appears the small mesh gillnet fishery in North Carolina has become a target
of special interest groups and certain recreational fishermen. One small mesh
fishery in particular is the float net fishery for Spanish Mackerel and Bluefish in
the Pamlico Sound. This float net fishery stands alone as far as small mess
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fisheries go. After, at least, 10 years of observer coverage, here are the facts:
Interactions with endangered or threatened species

* Turtles -0
» Sturgeon -0
* Dolphins - 0

Taking these statistics into consideration, the float net fishery should take its
place as the poster child for small mesh gillnetting. Couple these statistics with
the fact that there is also no measurable bycatch and literally no interactions
with the recreational sector, it would seem a tragedy to allow this fishery to be
eliminated. That would be a slap in the face to the fishermen who have worked
hard to establish such clean, well-regulated fishery.

| said in the beginning of this letter that some regulatory changes have been
good, and some have been bad. To do away with such a proven fishery would
not only be bad, it would also be totally unfair to blanket manage this fishery
with all other small gillnet fisheries when in reality, there is no comparison. In
addition, it would be disastrous to those of us who heavily depend on this
fishery.

| ask that an open-minded consideration be given to this float net fishery and
that the right, just and honorable decision be made.

John W. Smith

The real dilemma....

As The time progresses | find myself in amazement of the NCDMF. The
numbers the marine fisheries are getting from “data” are so out of whack. I'm
from an avid weekend fishermen to the bay river and surrounding
areas. Me and my buddies usually 1 or 2 go down in October/ November for the
big trout run. | don’t think I've ever seen more recreational boats then | have in
the past 2 years and every year it's getting worse. On an average day me and
96 08/23/2021 - Trey Johnson North my buddies can catch between 30-40 trout and usually and a couple of keeper
8:42am Carolina drum to go along with them and we save our limits to take home. What about
the people that don’t have access to the water like | do where are they going to
get there fresh fish from. Don’t you think it's unfair to them they’re not allowed
access to fresh fish like me and my friends do? Last year trout fishing | think |
remember seeing one commercial operation boat working a guy in his 50’s and
his son maybe 30 on the boat helping. | felt bad for them working all day for a
living on the cold water it's bad enough to have to work in those elements on a
daily basis and then the ncdmf is trying to put more regulations on them?
You're joking right... getting back to the “data” out of the past 3 years fishing
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almost every weekend in the fall I've only been checked by an ncdmf officer
once. | could of hauled in hundreds of fish and no one would of ever known. So
I’'m not sure how the ncdmf is calculating numbers for either side. There are
atleast 20 recreational fishermen to 1 commercial guy. | fish for fun and to get
out of the house the commercial side does it for a living I'm not sure how I'd like
to be regulated out of my job or how’d | feel everything I've learned my whole
life snatched piece by piece from me. Anyways my 3 minute speech is up
hopefully you give these guys a fighting chance!

| appose any additional regulations on gillnetting and support removing some of
the ones in place now. We are way over regulated as it is and so far most of the
regulations have spotty at best data to back your closers

Good morning,

I’'m 67 years old and have grew up in the coastal community of North Carolina
for 52 years of my life. I've enjoyed the waters of the coast for many weekends
catching trout, drum, flounder hook and line. Generally | take my grandson out
these days and enjoy the waters with him and let him catch the fish. The
problem we’re having today is not commercial fishermen but the guys from
Raleigh coming down in there 100,000 dollar boats with the 10,000 dollars in
electronic systems telling them where every fish is hiding on the bottom. Just
10 years ago there wasn’t a 1/3 of the recreational fishermen. And nowadays
you can’t even find a boat ramp without it being full in the mornings to go catch
a trout on an October morning. If you take it back 20 years ago there wasn’t
another recreational fishermen to be seen. Just commercial fishermen doing
there normal day to day work making a living, a hard living at that. And to see
their lively hoods stripped of them is shameful. I'm not sure how the department
of NCDMF was raised but you don’t bully ppl out of jobs like you're doing. It's
bad enough to cut them down to 2 weeks of flounder fishing per year in each
division of the sound...especially when that's when the trawl season opens up
north where | grew up in New Jersey and the price of flounder drop to the
yearly low. You have done nothing but hunt and pecked at the commercial
families of the coast for years now and now you're trying to put another nail in
there coffin. You the NCDMF is bowing down of the almighty dollar out of
Raleigh and eventually Raleigh will sell you out also...| hope that you read this
and feel ashamed on what you're trying to do to the last of a dying breed on this
coast. North Carolina was built on commercial fishing.

We have enough laws on us now. Please do some more research on this.
Recreational and sports fishermen has more commercial fishing license than
the real commercial fishermen. To me they should hold different licenses.
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Recreational fishermen are catching way more than a real commercial
fisherman. In the pass 10 years commercial fishing boats downeast has
dropped 80%. You would see this if the real commercial fisherman had different
licenses.. Why more laws is it because of the CCA?? | have never seen has
many fish or shrimp as | have in the past 10 years. Yes the numbers of catch is
down. Why less fishermen and less boats as a real fisherman. | guess NC
known for the best seafood has to ship imported seafood with more laws. What
ashame on your part.. why more laws?? Don't we has real commercial
fishermen deserve to fish?? God made us fishermen so please no more laws.
Why not put some laws on the sports fishermen. Stop them from having
commercial fishing license the ones that take people out fishing. Why do they
have commercial fishing license?? Why wouldn't they have sports fishing
license just like recreational... why are they allowed to catch big marlins? Which
this day and time is hard to catch a 600 Ib one here. Oh | know its all about that
$33... all those little Dolphins coming in at the dock just for the poundage what's
going on with that? There are more recreational sports boat taking people out
then what they are real commercial fishermen we need to have different license
and then you will see. Please we don't need no more laws on us don't you think
we won't protect our fish we have sanctuaries that protect our fish we have
sanctuaries that protect our shrimp .. Down East depends on fishing some of
these boys and their generation has been fishing for 300 years ... It's bad that
we can't even supply the restaurants around here and they have to order
imported seafood while ashamed | blame this on you all. Please let us fish our
lively hoods depend on it and so does our restaurants around here. | do believe
we have enough laws in effect on us start on the sports fishing ones please
when | go to a big rock event all | see is the fish coming in dead where does
that go and what do they do all them big marlins why all the boats catching a
bling Marlin how many of those were caught and release? Do u think that big
fish lives after that fight for survival hell no??? What ashame what is being
done to our fishermen.. if aanything save our marches from being build on.
Save our water quality.. just fly over after a storm and see all the Chemicals
leaching in our Is bays,sounds an ocean.. Do some research on this do the
research on recreational fishermen sports fishermen and then the real
commercial fishermen and you will see what's going on | have. May the dear
Lord help us poor commercial fishermen... thank you

Please reconsider any drastic restrictions on small mesh gill nets . Fisheries are
in a constant state of changing . Fishermen are struggling but gill netting is a
viable way to make a good living . Have the commercial fishermen come
together through a round table discussion to bring forth a better understanding
of the do’s and don't’s of this gear and it’s targeted species. So much bad
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propaganda is out there against gill nets that is untrue and unwarranted.
Common complaint is discards , some of those are regulatory, others could be
adjusted by attendance rules or mesh size adjustments.

I’'m still an active commercial fisherman | care about my marine Resources. We
all need to understand one another to protect and utilize the resource together!
Thank you for considering my comments

| can share my feeling across the entire board of how multiple fisheries are
managed in the state of North Carolina but being this regulated small mesh gill
nets | will keep it on that topic. There is absolutely no reason to regulate gill
nets any further that it has been. Zero legit data of proof proving so. You
already can’t set small mesh nets in majority of the state so why go after a
fishery that strikes fish and hauls their gear while culling through perfectly live
fish back to the waters. Topic of discussion should be all the gut hooked fish we
see on a daily basis. Focus more on water quality and do the state the favor. If
fishing was in such decline you wouldn’t as a state be seeing an increase of
sales in recreational licenses, building of more boat ramps, these little tackle
shops literally buying out large commercial grocery stores to make a miniature
bass pro shops after being in business for a couple years, the list is endless.
The overfishing isn’t from commercial. It's recreational with thousands of
pounds being unaccounted for when the man that “has to be out there rain,
wind, or shine” has every scale accounted for via trip ticket program. Enough is
enough with these one sided regulations. No further regulations should be
made unless adequate and fair data is shown on both sides. The commercial
side is pretty concrete and the state knows it when recreational is a computer
based algorithm with wildlife boat ramps surveys. | don’t care where |
commercial fisherman launches their boat or leaves it. If he wants to get paid
and sell his catch by law it has to be recorded. We uphold up to our standard.
I'll end with this. After this last year with Covid 19 and as many people are out
of jobs, struggling to get by, and even homeless. The state of North Carolina
should feel ashamed of themselves by even considering this action and what
it's doing to our coastline communities.

| am a fourth generation commercial fisherman in County. This has
been a way of life for our family's for a very long time, as it is a way of life for
many others in our great State. Commercial fisherman are already heavily
regulated and extremely outhumbered compared to recreational fisherman. We
love and respect our waters and wildlife and wish to keep our deep rooted
heritage alive for future generations of waterman.

I’'m Ervin Sadler, a commercial fishermen from county. I've
commercially fished for the past 20 years. The issues on small marsh gill nets
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need to be addressed. The marine fisheries has already taken away flounder
fishing for the commercial fishing community basically. So now all we have left
is small mesh fishery. Spots,croakers, speckled trout, mullets,drum etc. for
years the data shows less and less fish but the truth to the matter is there are
less commercial fishermen inputting that data. There are roughly 1600
commercial license still in use to this day and roughly 500-700k Rec license
sold annually. If you go out on any given day of the week no matter what part of
the sound you'll see 20 rec boats to 1 commercial fishing operation. In the fall
of the year when the trout bite is “hot” the numbers are far more greater. One
creek can have 20 rec boats in it. Out of those 20 boats there is usually 2-3 ppl
per boat and usually limit out on trout “8-12” fish. Vs that one commercial
operation that catches the 75 fish limit. So for that one creek 20 recreational
boats all out roughly 160-200 fish and injuring more by loss of hooks, baits etc.
And the one commercial boat comes out with 75. Small marsh gill nets are
regulated enough to the 800 yard limit. And the maximum of 4” webbing. The
nets aren’t the problem in this day and age it's the number of ppl going out and
catching them. With the past year it has been a struggle in the U.S.A. With
COVID-19 the last thing the NCDMF needs to think about is regulating more
people out of a job. I'm not sure about you but | know my family or | will not eat
imported seafood at any cost.

Thank you for your time

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

Hello, I'm a full time commercial fisherman out of , NC. Looking over
the small mesh gill net rules modification document a few things concern me.
Yardage limits, i do believe there should be some sort of limit, in my part of the
state 800 yards of gillnet for internal waters inside the inlet might would be ok,
although north towards Pamlico sound and beyond fishing practices are totally
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different and they might require more especially for the Spanish mackerel
fishery. As for attendance requirements in my part of the state just about
everyone attends set gill nets in internal waters, it's a whole different fishery
than the northern part of the state and I’'m not familiar with there fishing
practices so can not speak for them, with the mesh size | would like to see it
stay at 2.5 ISM, anything more than that would ruin my spring sea mullet fishing
which is a large part of my income that | depend on.

Panels and Commission,

Please look into the reality of what's proposed and what'’s at stake. North
Carolina’s small mesh fishery has the most participants, made up from full time
fishermen to those who do it in the winter to pick up slack to keep bills paid and
families fed. The majority of this is to appease a certain user group, as stated in
the last sentence under ISSUE. “The greatest extent practical to reduce conflict
between gill net users and other stake holders”, we can find a solution without
going to the greatest extent to appease certain stakeholders. What stocks are
of concern? Juvenile or adult abundancies? Didn’t read where that was the
main concern, because determining that would better address the issue at
hand. Mesh size restrictions and seasons could save smaller fish while allowing
a fishery. North Carolina is very diverse, getting two migrations of stocks.
Please regulate it accordingly not just picking a simple “fix all” answer.

Hello | am a commercial fishermen and single dad to 3 kids. | count on fishing
nets to help provide for my family. | don't have much by catch at all and what by
catch | do have | throw back alive. There is no reason to shut down nets and
hurt us commercial fishermen even more. We already have Covid were dealing
with. Thanks Keanan B.

Hello | am a commercial fishermen and single dad to 3 kids. | count on fishing

h efAt ide for my family. | don't have much by catch at all and what by
Bric! Carhli | hfave | throw back alive. There is no reason to shut down nets and

. North
Daddy jr Carolina
davis North
Carolina

hurt us commercial fishermen even more. We already have Covid were dealing
with. Thanks Keanan B.

The way it is with the rules now ther is no way no longer than we can leave nets
set..or just drop neting doesn't bother anything or anyone but it only makes it
harder for people to make a living if we can't fish

what scientific evidence is there to support a small gilinet closure? as a full time
guide with 20+ years of guiding experience in the albemarle and pamlico
sounds it appears the speckled trout and red drum stocks are extremely
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healthy. again, i ask, what scientific or even anecdotal evidence is there to
support a closure of the small mesh gilinet fishery?

what scientific evidence is there to support a small gilinet closure? as a full time
ears of guiding experience in the albemarle and pamlico

Ui
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healthy. again, 1 ask, what scientific or even anecdotal evidence is there to
support a closure of the small mesh gilinet fishery?

| been gill netting for 30 plus years and the problem is not the Gill nets it's the
pollution you keep letting the farmers dump millions of gallons of pesticides and
bio defoliant spray on the fields and all that floating down the river killing
everything in its path!! Thanks a lot for destroying fishermen lives!!

Do not shut down gill netting in the Pamlico sound. It is a way of life for many
people around hyde county and many other counties. You've got to think of all
the lives you will hurt by shutting this down.

I’'m a commercial fishermen in NC. With the over abundance of Spanish
mackerel there is no need to have less than 2000 yards of net for harvesting. It
is an environmentally clean and economically valuable fishery to NC.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user group, eliminates a
food source for millions.

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial



#w SUBMITTED ETS; LAST NAME:  STATE: PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user group, eliminates a
food source for millions.

Forgive the mass text —-you are receiving this in an effort to be concise and
time is urgent! We need everyone to click the link and copy/paste the
comments in the section. It takes LESS than one minute! Even though this may
NOT be our specific fishery—we have to unify together as commercial
fishermen and families and stand for the next generation!

Please share with others!! Comments due by 5:00 tomorrow!

Copy/Paste:

08/22/2021 - Nicole Blount North

5:48pm Carolina | am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

75

As a commercial fisherman you may be surprised to hear me say | believe in
the Science. Here in North Carolina we have ample real data to support
keeping our inshore Gillnet fisheries thriving. Unfortunately politics has stuck its
nose into fishery management and that is not a direction to go for the citizens
that rely on a sustainable local wild seafood supply. We heavily rely on the
inshore gillnet fishery to give more opportunities to small scale fisherman that
cannot access ocean waters due to either the size of there vessel or the ocean

08/22/2021 - . North conditions that we face off of the Carolina coast. We are regulated to death as it

74 ) Charlie Locke . . . . .

5:41pm Carolina is, and the management measures that are already in place are insuring a
healthy sustainable population of almost all the species we fish for. The
Spanish mackerel drift net fishery is probably the most consistent fishery we
have for over 4 months of the year. This fishery also has some of the best
observer data available further backing up the efficiency and lack of by catch.
North Carolina fisherman just want to work and provide a safe local sustainable
seafood product to the citizens that do not have the means to go harvest it
themselves, we are there link to this public trust resource. Please don'’t take



Hw

73

72

71

70

SUBMITTED

08/22/2021 -
5:20pm

08/22/2021 -

5:20pm

08/22/2021 -
5:13pm

08/22/2021 -
4:20pm

FIRST
NAME:

Brenda

John

Shannon

Ryan

LAST NAME:

Davis

Silver

ONeal

Speckman

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

that away from us and the citizens of this great state. Thank you for your time.
Charlie Locke

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user group, eliminates a
food source for millions.

We need to remain at status quo in regards to small mesh Gill net
modifications.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user group, eliminates a
food source for millions.
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66

FIRST

SUBMITTED NAME:
08/22/2021 -

4:07pm Reuben
08/22/2021 - .
3:47pm Dinah
08/22/2021 -

3:16pm Charles
08/22/2021 -

3:14pm Charles

LAST NAME:  STATE:

North
Trant Carolina
Jennings Virginia
Van North
Salisbury Carolina
Van

Sali

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

| am opposed to a small mesh gill net ban in the Pamlico Sound.

To whom it may concern:

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. NC Waters are
well-managed and any further modifications would impact North Carolina
seafood productions thus impacting American families who provide seafood to
the consumer which stimulates the economy. Thank you for allowing this
platform to voice a concern.

All gilinet effort is at a all time low already, with anymore regulations placed
probably destroying the only means of harvesting fresh healthy fish from the
sounds and bays.. fish are food and should be available for everyone, not just
one user group... there is no reason to put anymore regulations on a fishery
that is already over regulated , there is no scientific reason only political reason
to even consider anymore regulations... I've carried observers with me since
the 90's and it's no secret the small mesh gillnet fishery is a clean fishery...
seriously if anything should be done , the small mesh gillnet fisheries should be
giving more fish quotas and options , the bycatch drum fishery is a joke with
flounder, black drum (large mesh fishery) being used as a bycatch (close most
of the year ), blue fish and mullet which is not always available , why wouldn't
trout or Spanish mackerel or any edible fish not allowed to be used for
bycatch?... recreational harvested 2 million 600,000 Ibs of speckled trout
compared to the commercial quota of 500,000 Ibs , please consider the fish
eating public, people not capable to recreational fish , tourists that want to eat
fresh local fish and people in the western parts of the state the have just as
much rights to enjoy fresh fish caught by commercial gillnets... there is NO
REASON for any more gillnet regulations... Chesapeake Bay allows small
mesh gillnet fishing for the same species of fish we target in North Carolina (
with unattended gill nets ) , please North Carolina commercial fishermen are
running out of options to make a living, anymore regulations will end a way of
life for many people... Charles Van Salisbury , good time Charlie's fisheries
I o Caroina. [N . ank vou

All gilinet effort is at a all time low already, with anymore regulations placed
probably destroying the only means of harvesting fresh healthy fish from the

h sound s.. fish are food and should be available for everyone, not just
@ l l g I Iin4 Oﬁse ar .. there is no reason to put anymore regulations on a fishery
1% alfe ver regulated , there is no scientific reason only political reason

to even consider anymore regulations... I've carried observers with me since
the 90's and it's no secret the small mesh gillnet fishery is a clean fishery...
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SUBMITTED

08/22/2021 -
3:13pm

08/22/2021 -
1:27pm

FIRST
NAME:

Kaitlyn

Michael

LAST NAME:

Daniels

Sadler

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

seriously if anything should be done , the small mesh gillnet fisheries should be
giving more fish quotas and options , the bycatch drum fishery is a joke with
flounder, black drum (large mesh fishery) being used as a bycatch (close most
of the year ), blue fish and mullet which is not always available , why wouldn't
trout or Spanish mackerel or any edible fish not allowed to be used for
bycatch?... recreational harvested 2 million 600,000 Ibs of speckled trout
compared to the commercial quota of 500,000 Ibs , please consider the fish
eating public, people not capable to recreational fish , tourists that want to eat
fresh local fish and people in the western parts of the state the have just as
much rights to enjoy fresh fish caught by commercial gillnets... there is NO
REASON for any more gilinet regulations... Chesapeake Bay allows small
mesh gillnet fishing for the same species of fish we target in North Carolina (
with unattended gill nets ) , please North Carolina commercial fishermen are
running out of options to make a living, anymore regulations will end a way of
life for many people... Charles Van Salisbury , good time Charlie's fisheries
R o Caroina. [N . ank vou

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, it seems illogical and disadvantageous to implement
regulations that will decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood
of commercial fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to
many Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups,
eliminates a food source for millions.

Forgive the mass text —-you are receiving this in an effort to be concise and
time is urgent! We need everyone to click the link and copy/paste the
comments in the section. It takes LESS than one minute! Even though this may
NOT be our specific fishery—we have to unify together as commercial
fishermen and families and stand for the next generation!

Please share with others!! Comments due by 5:00 tomorrow!
Copy/Paste:
| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional

regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
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SUBMITTED

08/22/2021 -
1:25pm

08/22/2021 -
1:18pm

08/22/2021 -
1:09pm

08/22/2021 -
12:55pm

FRST LAST NAME:  STATE:

NAME:
Louie Reber North_
Carolina
Isaac Reber North.
Carolina
Dakota Banton North_
Carolina
. North
Jacob spruill Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

Please exempt Spot and Kingfish from rule 3M101.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing



#w SUBMITTED

59 08/22/2021 -
12:54pm

58 08/22/2021 -
12:53pm

FIRST
NAME:

michael

Reggie

LAST NAME:

spruill

Bishop Il

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

Forgive the mass text —-you are receiving this in an effort to be concise and
time is urgent! We need everyone to click the link and copy/paste the
comments in the section. It takes LESS than one minute! Even though this may
NOT be our specific fishery—we have to unify together as commercial
fishermen and families and stand for the next generation!

Please share with others!! Comments due by 5:00 tomorrow!
Copy/Paste:

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.
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57 08/22/2021 -
12:51pm

56 08/22/2021 -
12:50pm

55 08/22/2021 -
12:49pm

FRST LAST NAME:  STATE:

NAME:

Richard Baum North'
Carolina

Brandi Miss North_
Carolina

Jon Steeves North.
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user group, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user group, eliminates a
food source for millions.

Additionally to the agreed statement below further contunuous reduction in
quota/landings without subsidies ie. Farmers for NC producers, processors,
packers will result in the necessary closure of businesses statewide and the
loss of jobs, taxes, and income for the industry and state. Additional supplier
businesses and tourist industry we supply fresh product to will all be harmed.
Commercial fishing is one of the world's oldest industries why are we not
protected and subsidized similar to US farmers when government is
responsible for taking the fishermen's livelihoods?

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
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51

SUBMITTED

08/22/2021 -
12:49pm

08/22/2021 -
12:38pm

08/22/2021 -
12:25pm

08/22/2021 -
12:22pm

FIRST
NAME:

Floyd

Patrice

Sadie

Ella

LAST NAME:  STATE:

Gibbs North
Carolina
Clarke North'
Carolina
Daniels North_
Carolina
Mann North'
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. We are in the
midst of a pandemic, not a time to limit food. Any modifications would hurt
commercial fishermen. We need to support our commercial fishing industry.
Don't try to destroy it.

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.
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08/22/2021 -
12:22pm

08/22/2021 -
12:21pm

08/22/2021 -
12:19pm

08/22/2021 -
12:17pm

FIRST

LAST NAME:

NAME:

Blane Mann
Carter Mann
Sarah Alligood
Leonard Daniels

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

Please listen:

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages. I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
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= 12:15pm
45 08/22/2021 -
12:09pm
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FIRST
NAME:

Anthony

Gray

Micah

LAST NAME:

Rocco
Gurrera

Blount

Daniels

STATE:

New York

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

I am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I'm unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.

| am in opposition to any small mesh gill net rules modifications. Any additional
regulations would limit consumers access to NC Seafood. The waters and their
contents are a public trust resource and are already well-managed. Increasing
regulations would decrease the access consumers have to NC seafood.
Furthermore, in the midst of a global pandemic where production is limited due
to labor shortages, I’'m unsure why regulations would be implemented to
decrease access to food as well as devastate the livelihood of commercial
fishermen. The commercial fishermen provide a food source to many
Americans; implementing regulations to eliminate this user groups, eliminates a
food source for millions.
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SUBMITTED

08/22/2021 -
11:38am

08/22/2021 -
11:18am

08/22/2021 -
9:40am

08/22/2021 -
9:17am

08/21/2021 -
7:35pm

08/21/2021 -
2:57pm

FIRST
NAME:

Andrew

Morton

Jamie

Mac

James

Randy

LAST NAME:

Trant

Gaskill

Wescott

Bishop

Siebold

Jett

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

| am opposed to a gill net ban in Pamlico Sound.

I am in favor of maintaining status quo in regards to gillnets. There are already
regulations in place that are working as intended.

| believe we need to remain at status quo for the small mesh gill net fishery

My name is Mac Bishop and | am | full time commerical gillnetter. For the last
five years | have participated in the drift net fisheries in the Pamlico sound. The
last two years my profits have decreased due to yardage limits.

With ample observer coverage, we know this is a clean, zero to minimal
interaction with endangered species and marine mammals. This should be the
deciding factor in if the fishery is effected, not a complaint about a part-time
fisherman who was more than likely trying to catch trout.

Because we work at night we have zero interaction with recreational fisherman.
Fishery after fishery that has been taken away was done so by science. Well
that data shows there was no changes needed to be made, let alone a
complete gillnet ban in internal waters.

| am full time gill net fisherman on theq and- rivers. Are
small mesh gill net fishery. Is one of the most regulated on the east coast.
There is no science in any of the regulation measures the state wants to
propose. It is political. If the minimum mesh size is increased it will destroy are
spring time spot and croaker fishery which is essential for us to make it through
the spring. With us not being able to set net and relying on drop netting it not
only extremely sustainable. Bicatch and bycatch survival rate is very high.
Change is not necessary. Science is necessary, not politics. Any the area | fish
under the age of 50, there is one other full time gill net fisherman. There is less
of us every year. We depend on the small net fishery to not become more
regulated. And the crab potters on years like this where crabbing is not good
depend on the small mesh gill net fishery to make it by. Any more change
would cripple are spot drop net fishery.

| have been a commercial fisherman for 30 of my 49 years on this earth.
Fishing has always been a passion of mine, and over the past 25 years | have
watched my way of providing for my family, slowly be regulated almost out of
existence. Not because of factual information but politics. It is being destroyed
not on observational evidence but on numbers derived from a book.

Our coastal resources are rich, and it must be protected, but not at the expense
of livelihood and communities that depend on that resource to live. It is not just
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SUBMITTED

08/21/2021 -
1:21pm

08/21/2021 -
10:21am

08/21/2021 -
8:34am

08/21/2021 -
3:05am

08/20/2021 -
10:47pm

08/20/2021 -
6:37pm

08/20/2021 -
5:37pm

08/20/2021 -
4:42pm

FIRST
NAME:

Edward

Steve

Charles

Michael

Brandi

John

Robert

edward

LAST NAME:

Scarborough

Heins

Dew

Peck

Smith

Selwanes

Leitch

vosnock

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

my job in jeopardy of being lost, but fish houses, wholesalers, restaurants, and
countless other businesses that rely these resources. Where do you want your
food coming from, local fishermen or Chinese fishermen? If we are regulated
out of this industry, then your options for fresh seafood will only be imported
from unregulated countries.

| have been fishing since age 8. | am now 43. | depend on drift gill net fishing to
provide for my family in the summer months. Due to the increase in regulations
this fishery is absolutely vital to my ability to continue to commercial fish. This is
the most selective fishery with an untraceable amount of bycatch. There is
more fish than ever in the Pamlico Sound and the Atlantic Ocean off of Capr
Hatteras. All user groups can thrive. No further regulation is needed except for
the fact one user group wants the resource for the elite. All residents and
visitors have the God given right to enjoy fresh locally caught seafood.

| support the exemption for spot from the no mutilation requirement under Rule
3M101.

Regulations should not limit finfish without size limits from being used as bait.
Fishermen could be required to retain an identifiable portion to satisfy the bag
limit requirement. It doesn't matter if the fish is kept for food or bait so long as
the bag limit is observed.

| can understand the need for a bag limit on spot but please make an
amendment to rule 3M101 allowing us fisherman to continue to use Spot as a
cut bait fish.

This is beyond ridiculous.
Please consider exemption of spots and whiting for new mutilation

requirements.

Allow Gill Net Fishing:

Everybody fishes or nobody fishes! We all pay taxes in this state so we should
be able to fish in this state. If there is a shortage of fish then nobody should fish
no matter what you use to catch them.

| buy a rec. comm. gear license every year. Have had one most of my life. Am
now 71 years old. You are making it harder every year to fish. Fisheries just
wants to get rid of us. We cause no damage to the stock and only keep what
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FIRST

SUBMITTED NAME:
08/20/2021 - .
4:23pm Kerick
08/20/2021 - Alison
4:21pm

08/20/2021 - Raauel
4:19pm q
08/20/2021 - .
3:57pm Mitchell
08/20/2021 -

2:51pm Robert
08/20/2021 - .
2:37pm .

LAST NAME:

Hammonds

Brooks

Brooks

Lassard

Padavich

Patterson

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

we can eat. The fishing industry is over regulated and N. C. Marine Fisheries is
no friend of the fisherman.

No limit on spots

No limit on spots

No limit on spots

How can you make rules on Laws that are still in the House and Senate. You
are not voted into office. You are a political hack. You go against the North
Carolina Constitution. Let the Law makers do their job. Don’t try and be the
judge, jury, and executioner.

| have been recreational net fishing for over 50 years. Flounder seems to be
plentiful in this area. These fish are caught for my use and my family's use only.
The only benefit | see in this change is the price increase for restaurants and
retail fish markets. Middle income people who enjoy seafood will suffer most in
their ability to purchase seafood. If this is such a critical problem that we fish
with nets, why are you waiting until the 25 to have a meeting to make this
decision when the limited season begins September 1. Why should we
purchase license if we cannot fish? Vote to keep recreational net fishing open
for flounder and spots.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the amendment to rule 3M101
under consideration at the Aug. NCMFC meeting. Under rule 3M101, fish with a
size and daily bag limit shall not be mutilated and must remain with head and
tail connected. I'm writing to add spot, sea mullet, and croaker to the exempted
list for this rule.

As a local resident of the outer banks of NC and avid red drum fishermen,
harvested spot , sea mullet, and croaker are some the preferred baits in the red
drum fishing community. Local tackle shops sell spot for cut bait, many
fishermen will also buy these species from local seafood markets for cut bait.
Collecting the heads from these species at the local fishing pier cleaning
stations is a very poplar way to acquire bait at times but with that being said it's
only the fish heads you will have possession of. This amendment to rule 3M101
would put marine fisheries law enforcement in the unenviable position of
ticketing anglers who are not harvesting above the prescribed bad limit. | call on
the commission to add these species to the exempt list.
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08/20/2021 -
2:09pm

08/20/2021 -
2:08pm

FIRST

NAME:

Jeffrey

Terry

LAST NAME:

Gaskins

Rose

STATE:

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

| would like spots and bluefish be added to list | along with a lot of others use
them as bait

With regards to the proposed amendment to rule 3m101. Because Spot are
regularly used as bait pl3as3 either add spot as an exemption or amended it to
remove the bag limit portion of the rule.



MFC Online Comments

August 20, 2021
b= FIRST LAST . .
SUBMITTED NAME- NAME: STATE: PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:
21 O§/20/2021 ) Hoy Scott Poole North. Sure it ok to use spot and crokers
1:49pm Carolina
08/20/2021 - North . o
20 1:32pm Joshua Sloop Carolina Requesting spot be exempt or The rule be amended to size limit only
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the amendment to rule 3M101
under consideration at the August NCMFC meeting. Under rule 3M101, fish with a
size and or daily bag limit shall NOT be mutilated and must remain with head and
tail connected. | am writing to add spot, sea mullet, and croaker to the exempted
list for this rule.
Fall fishing for large red drum from the surf and piers is a significant driver for
tourism in the Outer Banks of North Carolina, and is the primary reason my family
visits the state. While striped mullet and shad are occasionally available for sale
at local tackle shops, the most reliable fall bait source are the heads of harvested
spot. Drum anglers will often catch spot to supplement their bait, or receive the
08/20/2021 - heads of spot from other pier anglers who clean their catch before departing the

19 . Jonathan French Virginia pier. Drum anglers also will use sea mullet (whiting) and croaker heads if spot and
1:05pm - . .
striped mullet are not available to use as bait.

Not being allowed to utilize spot heads would be a significant detriment to pier
anglers, and would put marine fisheries law enforcement in the unenviable
position of ticketing anglers who are not harvesting above the prescribed bag
limits for spot. | do support the bag limit. But, for species which do not have a size
limit and serve as a bait source, | call on the Commission to add those species to
the exempt list.

Thank you,
Jonathan French
VA
18 08{20/2021 ) Mitchell Lassard North. Let the lawmakers make the laws not this commission.
12:36pm Carolina

We use Spot cut into several pieces for cut bait for Red Drum. This has been a
17 08/20/2021 - Jon Worthinaton North standard bait for me since | was 7 years old and | am now 55 years old. The
— 12:33pm g Carolina economic impact for passing this regulation is tremendous when you think about

all of the Red Drum fishermen that travel to the Outer Banks to spend money at
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12:19pm

08/20/2021 -
12:03pm

08/20/2021 -
11:52am

08/20/2021 -
11:07am

08/20/2021 -
10:56am

08/20/2021 -
10:53am

08/20/2021 -
10:38am

08/20/2021 -
10:28am

08/20/2021 -
10:15am

08/20/2021 -
10:15am
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NAME:

Free

Ryan

Ernest

Brian

Rob

Terry

Howard

Nick

Eric

Scott

Person

Powell

Brooks

Yeatts

Green

Plumblee

Crumpler

Bashford

Bregman

Williams

STATE: PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:
piers, tackle shops, restaurants and hotels. | believe this regulation is a solution
looking for a problem and | don’t appreciate my choice of bait being outlawed
unless you can show me a good reason and through my research and
conversations with scientists in fisheries management and they agree this
regulation is not needed.
North Spots and blues need to be exempt from the "mutilation” rule. They are great to
Carolina eat as well as use for bait. There is absolutely no reason that we should not be
able to at least head them off and use that for bait
Virginia Please exempt spot and Spanish mackerel, they are the best bait
North .
Carolina Remove bag limit for spots
| do not support this amendment as it would negatively effect a sportsman'’s ability
North . . . .
Caroli to use well known and widely use types of bait to target specific species of game
arolina fish
North. Amend to remove spots from the limits
Carolina
| agree that for spot and other small fishes (kingfish, bluefish) used as bait for
North larger species such as red drum should be exempt from the mutilation prohibition
Carolina for fish with creel or size limits. These are some of the most used baits for red
drum.
North Spots should be add to the exemption list because they're used for bait. Also
Carolina under this rule we would no longer be allowed to clean them on the pier.
North " -
. Add spot to the exemption list or remove the bag limit rule
Carolina
| would like to ask the MFC to amend rule 3M101 to include Spot on the
North exemption list, so that Spot can be used as Cut bait without concern the same as
Carolina stripped mullet.
Another option would be to amend the rule to remove creel limit and only apply
the rule to species with a minimum length.
My name is Scott Williams and i am hoping that you can add an amendment to
North rule 3M101 to exclude spots and bluefish like striped mullet and shad already are.
Carolina Spots and bluefish are a prominent bait in the red drum fishery, which is 100%

catch and release. Thank you for your time.
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08/20/2021 -
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NAME:

Dave

Travis

LANCE

Chris

Vachet

Kemp

LUKE

Mccaffity

STATE:

PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

Virginia

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

North
Carolina

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

| am writing in regard to Rule 3M101 which requires species with daily bag limits
or a size limit to remain intact (head and tail connected) while still fishing or
leaving or returning to port, beach or pier. While | understand the importance of
this rule, | also understand certain species can be made exempt from this rule. |
believe striped mullet and shad currently are exempt, as they are regularly used
as bait.

| am requesting that spot be made exempt from this rule. Since spot are now
being regulated with a bag limit (one | fully support), they are also frequently used
as bait. | am a surf fisherman that regularly targets large red drum, particularly in
autumn. Spot heads are considered prime bait by many of us. | travel from
Virginia to fish your waters, sometimes purchasing spot in seafood markets to use
as bait. This is common practice, but nowhere near the tune of 50 fish per day.

Please exempt spot from the mutilation rule so we may continue using them for
sportfishing, while supporting the commercial industry by making purchases in
markets.

Thank you.

| believe spot should be added to the exemption list due to its popularity as a bait
fish. However another good option would be to remove to creel limit portion of the
current rule to allow fish without a size limit to be used as cut bait.

Spot, should NOT be in this rule, thats ridiculous that yall even are making us ask
for thos not to be added.... there is no point in spot being in this rule. Please find
something better to do.

Please focus more on enhancing our fisheries and food supply than restricting the
public's freedom to access them. Wise use of hatcheries and habitat
enhancements can be the perfect blend of public-water aquaculture and wild-
caught seafood that lives free and self-sufficient until harvested by independent
fishermen. This solution would benefit EVERYONE and the environment while
keeping fish and fishermen out of corporate cages to remain wild and free. Our
license fees along with a realignment of management priorities could fund
enhancement efforts.



MFC Comments
August 18, 2021

11:00 a.m.

#

SUBMITTED
w
> 08/17/2021 -
= 11:24am
1 08/16/2021 -
= 1:18pm

FIRST LAST
NAME: NAME:
Ralph Gallo
william glover

STATE: PLEASE TYPE YOUR COMMENTS IN THE BOX BELOW:

This is the peoples resource and is being decimated by inshore trawling! | live on the
North intracoastal and i see the abuse to the nursery in real time. This must stop NOW not
Carolina further down the road. The commissioners are supposed to represent the people, so

grow a spine and take action NOW. Thank You for reading, Ralph Gallo

When are we going to end nets and trawlers in the bays and estuaries in North
North Carolina? We are the only state in the Union that still allows it while we whittle down
Carolina

fishing limits and seasons. We talk a lot about saving the industry, but you guys do
nothing. What's next, One Flounder a day, One Redfish a day, One Trout a day?
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