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Shellfish Lease Public Hearing

NC Division of Marine Fisheries

Craven County | April 2, 2025




Troubleshooting

If you are having trouble hearing the meeting, try having
the computer call your phone. Click on the audio tab at
the top of the screen. In the dropdown box, click on
Audio Connection, and type in your telephone number in
the Call Me field.

Written comments will be accepted up to 24 hours
following this hearing and may be submitted by mail or
online at:

N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries

Shellfish Lease and Aquaculture Program 3

P.O. Box 769

Morehead City, NC 28557

deq.nc.gov/craven-county-shellfish-lease-hearing-

comment-form

N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries
Public Hearing on
Proposed Shellfish Leases 1n
Craven County
April 2, 2025, at 6 p.m.

We will take attendance at the beginning of the
meeting and ask if you would like to speak. Later in
the meeting, we will call the names of those who
indicated they would like to speak. A fter we
complete the list, we will ask anyone else who
wants to speak to raise their hands.

Raise your hand by clicking on
the hand icon at the bottom of
the Participants panel.

To bring up the Participants
panel, hover your cursor over
the bottom of the page and
click on the circular icon with a
drawing of a person in it.




Shellfish Leasing Process

Role of Public Hearing and Public Comment

Zach Harrison | NC Division of Marine Fisheries



Shellfish Leases Basics

e Public Trust Waters Leased for
Shellfish Aquaculture
= Artificially Propagated Stocks

m Reared in “Controlled
Environment”

" Leases give private rights to

shellfish in an area

= Water is still navigable at your
own risk




Shellfish Leases are Governed by Law— &

 Shellfish Leases in General Statutes
" NCGS Chapter 113 Article 16
o Changes to Shellfish Leases
e 26 Session Laws Since 1997 (FRA)
* 48 Total Changes to General Statutes

Director’s
Decision




Joint Application
e DMF Data Layer

Temporary Signs

e Mailed to applicant

¢ Notifies DMF when
marked

Shellfish Lease Application-Process

Siting Standards

e Field Sampling
e VVerify Marking/Size

Compile Field Data
e Mapping
e Siting issues
e |ssue resolution

Internal Review
e DMF Sections
e DCM
e DWR
e Address concerns

Summarize Internal
Comments

e Director approves for
public hearing

¢ Director requests
modification or additional
information

PublicComment
¢ 30-day public
comment period
e 2-legal notices
e Formal public hearing

Final Consideration

e Summarize comments

e Address USACE/NMFS concerns
e Submit to Director

e Address any other concerns

Decision

e Lease approved

e Lease approved w/
conditions

e Lease denied
e Final marking verified




Shellfish Lease Investigation

Marking Poles and
Acreage

Biological (SAV/Natural
Shellfish)

e Navigation and Depth




Public Comment
e Evaluate Compatibility

= Determine Effects on Public Trust Usage
= Direct Impacts
= Not a Vote

e Public Comment Collected
= Comments at Public Hearing

* Online and Letters During PC Period




Director’s Decision —
* Compatibility with Public
Trust Usage
= Navigation
= Commercial Fishing
=  Recreational Fishing
= QOther Recreation

* Director’s Decision
= Approve

=  Approve with Conditions

= Deny




How to Make Public Comments

e Specific Uses of that
Location

* Not General Waterbody
Comments
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Craven County Shellfish Lease Hearing
April 2, 2025

1. Jacob Milchuck applied for a Shellfish Bottom Lease (24-
003BL) with a Water Column Amendment (24-004WC) 1n
Adams Creek for 9.05 acres.




Proposed Lease ID/Number: 24-003BL/24-004WC
Jacob Milchuck

Date: 7/12/2024

Pole Nbr | Latitude Longitude
34.950536/-76.67723
34,949568 -76.674553
34 948152 -76.675669
34,949045-76.677244

A Proposad Corner Points
Proposed Lease Area Acreage: 9.05

weinate Systorn: NAD 1083 2011 StatePtane North Carolina FIPS




Shellfish Lease and Aquaculture Program
deq.nc.gov/shellfish-lease

NC DMF Shellfish Leasing Tool
arcg.1s/0LD5zS

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/marine-fisheries/licenses-permits-
and-leases/shellfish-lease-and-franchise/lease-faqs

Contact Information
NC Daivision of Marnne Fisheries

Casey Silva Marla Chuffo Kristina Flanigan Stephen Johnson
Program Coordinator ~ Program Administrative Officer Leasing Biologist Mapping Biologist
(252) 723-8866 (252) 515-5480 (252) 515-5505 (252) 515-5487
casey.silva@deq.nc.gov marla.chuffo@deq.nc.gov  kristina.flanigan@deq.nc.gov  stephen.johnson@deq.nc.gov

dmf.leasingshellfish@deq.nc.gov
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