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EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR PUBLIC SERVANTS 

Public Servants must complete the Ethics and Lobbying Education 

program provided by the N.C. State Ethics Commission within six 

months of their election, appointment, or employment.  We recommend 

that this be completed as soon as possible, but the training must be 

repeated every two years after the initial session. 

Since Adobe Flash was terminated on December 31, 2020, our online 

program is not available.  A new and shorter online program will be 

available in the near future.  The new program will be compatible with 

portable devices such as phones and tablets. 

Live webinar presentations are being offered monthly and registration 

information for the live presentations can be found here.  These 

presentations are about 90 minutes long and give you the opportunity to 

ask questions of the speaker.  

For questions or additional information concerning the Ethics Education 

requirements, please contact Dottie Benz at (919) 389-1383. 

https://et.ncsbe.gov/EducationSchedule


2021 STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTEREST REMINDERS: 

Completed SEIs must be filed on or before April 15, 2021.  If you have already filed a 2021 
SEI, do not refile.  The forms and instructions can be found at  
https://ethics.ncsbe.gov/sei/blankForm.aspx. 

If you filed a 2020 SEI and you have had no changes since your 2020 filing, you may file a 
2021 SEI No Change Form, located on the website. 

You must file a 2021 Long Form if any of the following apply to you: 

a. You filed a 2020 SEI but you have had changes since your 2020 filing;
b. You did not file a 2020 SEI; or
c. You are a first-time filer or have been appointed to a new or additional position/board.

This year, the State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement will roll out a new electronic 
process for filing SEIs. That electronic filing option will be available in early February.  

You are encouraged to file your SEI electronically. However, if you want to file your SEIs 
before the updated electronic version is available, hard copies are available for filing now at the 
link above. 

New commissioners will need to file a 2021 SEI; however, if you have not had any changes 
since you last filed, you can use the No Change Form, which is fairly easy to complete. 

Please file by April 15th to avoid fines and other penalties. 

SEI HELPFUL TIPS 

1. PUBLIC RECORDS. The State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement (State Board) is
required to collect and maintain disclosures from certain persons covered by the State Elections
and Ethics Enforcement Act Government Ethics Act (Elections and Ethics Act). By law, the
information requested is public record and available to the public upon request. As public
records, Statements of Economic Interest (SEI) are available on the Commission’s website.
Personal contact information, however, is not.

2. CONTACT INFORMATION PAGE. The Contact Information page, which includes your
personal contact information, will not be available on the Commission’s website, but is a public
record.

3. CHILDREN’S INITIALS. Only list minor children’s INITIALS on the SEI. List each child’s
full legal name on the Confidential Unemancipated Children’s Form. If you are filing
electronically, the form will be generated at the end of the SEI from the information that you
provided on your electronic SEI. The Confidential Form is not a public record, and the State
Board will not make it available to the public.

4. READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY. Read each question carefully and pay close
attention to the time periods in each question as they do vary.

https://ethics.ncsbe.gov/sei/blankForm.aspx


5. ANSWER EACH QUESTION. It is important to answer each question, including all
applicable subparts. Even if your answer is "no" or "not applicable," make certain you answer
each question. Many of the questions have "yes" and "no" boxes to check for your convenience.
Incomplete SEIs may cause delays and negatively impact your public service on a covered board
or as an employee.

6. WHY ARE YOU FILING. You must list the complete name of the state board or state
agency employer for which you are filing the SEI. Without this information, your SEI may be
delayed and negatively impact your public service on a covered board or as an employee.

7. HOW TO FILE. The State Board strongly recommends electronical on-line filing as it is
secure, allows easy information updates, and gives you access to your electronic SEIs previously
filed. Filing your SEI on-line is easy, quick, convenient, and reduces the chance of reporting
errors. Getting started is easy. Follow the simple steps to create your own account and get access
today: https://EFILE.ncsbe.gov/ To file a paper version of the SEI, you must provide the State
Board with a signed, original SEI form. Each SEI includes an "affirmation" and is a legally
binding document. Faxed or emailed copies of your SEI CANNOT be accepted.

SEI Helpful Tips, continued 

8. INCOME. List each source of income as requested on the SEI. The actual dollar amount is
not required. Be sure to list your employer as a source of income in Question # 6 of the SEI.

9. READ CAREFULLY. Read each question carefully, as the Elections and Ethics Act requires
that you disclose your financial holdings and obligations, personal property, and real property
and may also include your knowledge of the holdings of both your immediate family and your
extended family. “Immediate family” and “extended family” are defined terms in the Elections
and Ethics Act, and those definitions are included with this document.

10. REFLECT. Think carefully about WHY you are filing, and whether it has any relationship
to your position. Does your board or commission license or regulate you? For many of the
boards, a subject matter expert like a licensee is needed. Answering “yes” does not prohibit your
service on the board, and your perspective is valued.

11. MAKE A COPY. Make a copy of the SEI for your own records, and make a note in your
calendar when you submit it, whether on-line or by mail or hand delivery. When you
successfully submit your SEI electronically on-line, the final screen will provide a confirmation
number and will be proof that you have satisfied your filing obligation. Please print the
confirmation screen for your records.

12. ETHICS LIAISON. Contact your Ethics Liaison to assist you in your obligations under the
Elections and Ethics Act. Your Ethics Liaison is good source of information about how to fill out
your SEI.

13. ON-LINE HELP. The State Board has on-line resources to answer questions you may have
about your SEI. For more information, please visit the State Board website which has education
offerings.



14. DEFINITIONS. As noted above, certain terms are defined in the Elections and Ethics Act
(“immediate family”). These definitions may be helpful to you in completing your SEI. A
complete list of all definitions used in the Elections and Ethics Act is available on the State
Board’s website, under “Ethics”. Some of the more common ones are attached to this document.

15. YOUR INTERNET BROWSER. Consider using Internet Explorer or Chrome to submit
your SEI. Some users have had trouble using other browsers. 16. WE ARE HERE TO HELP
YOU. In addition to on-line resources and written materials, the State Board has expert staff
ready to answer any questions you might have and assist you in completing and filing your SEI.
Do not hesitate to contact us at sei@ncsbee.gov (919) 814-3600.

mailto:sei@ncsbee.gov
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2020 Committee Assignments for Marine Fisheries Commissioners  
08/05/2020 

  
 
FINFISH ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
Statutorily required standing committee comprised of commissioners and advisers that considers matters 
related to finfish. 
Commissioners:  Tom Roller – chair, Sam Romano – vice chair  
DMF Staff Lead:  Lee Paramore - lee.paramore@ncdenr.gov  
Meeting Frequency:  Can meet quarterly, depending on assignments from MFC  
 
HABITAT AND WATER QUALITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE & COASTAL 
HABITAT PROTECTION PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE  
Statutorily required standing committee comprised of commissioners and advisers that considers matters 
concerning habitat and water quality that may affect coastal fisheries resources.  
Commissioners:  Pete Kornegay – chair, Dr. Martin Posey – vice chair  
DMF Staff Lead:  Anne Deaton - anne.deaton@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Committee can meet quarterly, depending on assignments from MFC. CHPP 
Steering Committee can meet a couple of times a year.  
 
SHELLFISH/CRUSTACEAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Statutorily required standing committee comprised of commissioners and advisers that considers matters 
concerning oysters, clams, scallops and other molluscan shellfish, shrimp and crabs. 
Commissioners:   Sam Romano – chair, Pete Kornegay – co-vice chair, Dr. Martin Posey – co-vice chair 
DMF Staff Lead:  Tina Moore - tina.moore@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Can meet quarterly, depending on assignments from MFC  
 
CONSERVATION FUND COMMITTEE   
Committee comprised of commissioners that makes recommendations to the MFC for administering 
funds to be used for marine and estuarine resources management, including education about the 
importance of conservation. 
Commissioners:   Sam Romano - chair, Tom Hendrickson and Robert McNeill 
DMF Staff Lead:  Randy Gregory - randy.gregory@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets as needed 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CIVIL PENALTY COMMITTEE   
Statutorily required committee comprised of commissioners that makes final agency decisions on civil 
penalty remission requests. 
Commissioners:   Rob Bizzell - chair, Doug Cross and Tom Hendrickson 
DMF Staff Lead:  Col. Carter Witten – carter.witten@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets as needed 
 
COASTAL RECREATIONAL FISHING LICENSE ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
Committee consisting of the three recreational seats and the science seat to provide the DMF advice on 
the projects and grants issued using Coastal Recreational Fishing License trust funds. 
Commissioners:   Pete Kornegay – chair, Rob Bizzell, Tom Roller, and Robert McNeill 
DMF Staff Lead:  Jamie Botinovch - jamie.botinovch@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets as needed 

mailto:lee.paramore@ncdenr.gov
mailto:anne.deaton@ncdenr.gov
mailto:tina.moore@ncdenr.gov
mailto:randy.gregory@ncdenr.gov
mailto:jamie.botinovch@ncdenr.gov


 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
Committee comprised of commissioners that makes recommendations to the MFC on at-large and 
obligatory nominees for the Mid- and South Atlantic Fishery Management Councils. 
Commissioners:   Robert McNeill – chair, Pete Kornegay, Tom Roller and Mike Blanton 
DMF Staff Lead:  Chris Batsavage - chris.batsavage@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Typically meets once a year 
 
STANDARD COMMERCIAL FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY BOARD  
Statutorily required three-person board consisting of DEQ, DMF and MFC designees who apply 
eligibility criteria to determine whether an applicant is eligible for a SCFL. 
Commission Designee:   Mike Blanton 
DMF Staff Lead:  Marine Patrol Capt. Garland Yopp – garland.yopp@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets two to three times a year, could need to meet more often depending on 
volume of applications 
 
N.C. COMMERCIAL FISHING RESOURCE FUND COMMITTEE  
Committee comprised of commissioners that the commission has given authority to make funding 
decisions on projects to develop and support sustainable commercial fishing in the state. 
Commissioners:   Doug Cross – chair, Mike Blanton and Sam Romano 
DMF Staff Lead:  William Brantley – william.brantley@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets two to three times a year 
 
WRC/MFC JOINT COMMITTEE ON DELINEATION OF FISHING WATERS 
Committee formed to help integrate the work of the two commissions as they fulfill their statutory responsibilities 
to jointly determine the boundaries that define North Carolina’s Inland, Coastal and Joint Fishing Waters as the 
agencies go through a statutorily defined periodic review of existing rules. 
MFC Commissioners:   Rob Bizzell, Dr. Martin Posey and Pete Kornegay 
DMF Staff Lead:  Anne Deaton - anne.deaton@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets as needed 
 
SHELLFISH CULTIVATION LEASE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Three-member committee formed to hear appeals of decisions of the Secretary regarding shellfish cultivation 
leases issued under G.S. 113-202. 
MFC Commissioners:   Rob Bizzell 
DMF Staff Lead:  Jacob Boyd – jacob.boyd@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets as needed 
 
COASTAL HABITAT PROTECTION PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE 
The CHPP Steering Committee, which consists of two commissioners from the Marine Fisheries, Coastal 
Management and Environmental Management commissions reviews and approves the plan, 
recommendations, and implementation actions. 
MFC Commissioners:   Dr. Martin Posey, Pete Kornegay 
DMF Staff Lead:  Anne Deaton – anne.deaton@ncdenr.gov 
Meeting Frequency:  Meets as needed 
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Mr. Bizzell,
   Good morning. I am writing you to express my concern over the gill netting fishery that we have
here in NC. I recently went on several trips to the Long Shoal River off the Pamlico sound. It is
remote, but it is a Winter haven for sea trout and drum, where they can shelter from the cold of the
open sound in the dark tannin stained waters near the transition to fresh.

Upon launching at a small “improved” gravel ramp I noticed dozens of dead fish. Discards from the
net boat that was moored in the creek. We went on to catch a nice number of sea trout and did not
see any sign of a net the rest of the day.

On a separate day, I arrived to a different roadside gravel ramp to note several trailers already
empty, net boats in the water. I did not see any nets this day either but did catch several puppy
drum with net marks on them (4 of roughly a dozen, only a few trout this day). And this is quite
common during the winter on this body of water.

I know that these two stories do not paint a dire picture of our fisher. However, I would like for you
to consider that, of the great expansive sound there are relatively few winter refuges for these fish.
The commercial fishermen know this, and use them heavily through the cold months. We allow
them to legally target some of our most valuable species while they are arguably most vulnerable
due to temperatures and scarcity of forage.

I am not going to argue about whether netting is hurting our fisheries. You know the answer as well
as I do. However, I understand that there are competing interests. I think a reasonably compromise
would be to close bodies of water to netting for several months of the year. We don’t allow netters
to set in the Roanoke river for striper during the winter and spring anymore, for now obvious
reasons. Why should we let them net in other bodies of water with similarly tight congregations of
fish?

I know that I am just one fisherman, but I hope that you would at least consider this idea or
something similar. It makes good sense.

Enjoy the holiday’s,
     Tim Kent

Sent from my iPhone



 
WWW.NCCATCH.ORG  

                     PO Box 2066 • Elizabeth City, NC 27909 • info@nccatch.org  
  
January 12, 2022 
  
Dear North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission Members:  
 
North Carolina Catch (NC Catch), dedicated to raising consumer awareness about the benefits of eating local 
seafood, requests that you revisit your 2021 southern flounder reallocation decision. 
 
Federal and state fisheries managers have long based their allocation decisions on historical landings, as the 
2021-22 southern flounder quota share of 70% commercial/30% recreational reflects. Your decision to 
continue reallocating the flounder TAC to 60/40 in 2023 and 50/50 in 2024 is unprecedented in North Carolina 
fisheries management.  
 
Allocation does not equal conservation. With no biological rationale, you are removing over 100,000 lbs of 
flounder, a favorite consumer dish, from the local food system per season and shifting it to the recreational 
sector that lacks accountability in reporting. Whereas the commercial quota is monitored daily from mandatory 
daily trip tickets, the MRIP data for recreational anglers is based on sampling and is made available annually, 
putting the flounder stock at risk for significant overfishing.  
 
Case in point: preliminary recreational landing estimates for 2021, not including dead discards, is 624,299. 
This exceeds DMF’s recommended quota for both sectors combined. Recreational overage in 2020 was 3 X 
their quota. Thanks to daily commercial sector monitoring, managers close commercial harvest when 80% of 
their quota is met, making overages far less likely or severe. Why add quota to a sector that is overfishing?  
 
NC commercial vessels are held to the highest standards of conservation measures, enforcement, and 
accountability. Even throughout the ongoing Covid pandemic, the commercial sector feeds the public, supplies 
local restaurants, supports the local economy, and provides food security to families and communities.  
 
On the heels of a 72% reduction in southern flounder harvest implemented in 2020, allocating flounder away 
from the food system without biological justification is unnecessary, unjust, and further destabilizes the 
seafood economy. This decision could have a larger cumulative impact on our seafood infrastructure and 
distribution system.  
 
Please reconsider your reallocation scheme and maintain the 70/30 split. We also recommend that the state 
commission a study to consider the socioeconomic impacts of recent management decisions on our already 
stressed fishing communities and local seafood economy.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
Sincerely,  
 
 
Barbara Garrity-Blake, President 

barbarablake
Barbara signature

















From: Loeffler, Michael
To: Flora, Corrin L; Klibansky, Lara
Subject: FW: [External] S Flounder FMP amendment 3
Date: Tuesday, January 18, 2022 8:10:20 AM

See below.

From: Woody Joyner 
Sent: Friday, January 14, 2022 2:33 PM
To: Loeffler, Michael <michael.loeffler@ncdenr.gov>
Subject: [External] S Flounder FMP amendment 3

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you verify. Send all suspicious email as an
attachment to Report Spam.

Michael
We have met the MFC office and also remotely participated in the S Flounder FMP listening session
on Jan 5, 2022.  Would it be possible to forward this comment letter from the NCWU to be listed on
public record.

North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission
3441 Arendell

St
Morehead City, NC    28557

January 14, 2022

Dear Commissioners:

The North Carolina Waterman United (NCWU) Board of Directors would like to take this opportunity
to voice our opposition to portions of the proposed North Carolina Southern Flounder Fishery
Management Plan / Amendment 3.  If passed, this amendment would ultimately further restrict our
commercial fisherman. Results would have a devastating blow not only to our hard-working coastal
fishermen but to collateral wholesale/retail businesses and ultimately the consumers of fresh NC
caught Southern Flounder.

The current recreational/commercial Southern Flounder season of just a few weeks takes place right
in the heart of hurricane season. In addition, runoff by excess rain, water quality and of course
regular weather with rain & high winds has a role in preventing our fishermen to even attempt to be
on the water.  Adding the chances of mechanical failure in our boats or family matters only takes
more of these precious days off the calendar.  These lost days are just that, reduced from an already
shortened season. 

The demand for NC caught Southern Flounder is increasing and Amendment 3 would only further
restrict our efforts to supply the consumers of North Carolina and tourists that come to our coast. 
The lack of fresh caught fish has forced our local seafood houses to buy as much as available and
freeze a large percentage to make the product available to their customers year-round. For our
coastal restaurants, the tourist season is practically over when the short harvest begins and this
business is irrecoverable.  A study prepared by Dr. Eric Edwards, N.C. State Department of
Agriculture and Resourse Economics and funded through the N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries
Commercial Fishing Resource Fund Grant Program dated February, 2021 states the yearly total
income from Commercial Fishing, Seafood Preparation and Processing and Seafood Restaurants was
$297,300.00 with 5,528 jobs.  Can our coastal communities afford this loss of revenue and
employment?  The NCWU thinks not.



Without the ability to supply the demand for NC caught Southern Flounder the demand will be
replaced with product from other states or mostly imported.  They will the major supplier and in
many of these importing countries there are few regulations on quality and chemical contaminants. 
The USFDA has sampled imported seafood only to find cancer-causing chemicals and antibiotics
(including fluoroquinolone) that are banned in the US for human consumption. Yet, another reason
to allow our fisherman to supply the ever-increasing harvest needed.

While the Board & members of the NCWU agree with many of the proposals and certainly recognize
the need for sustainable harvests to keep the industry solvent. The issue papers in Amendment 3
regarding inlet corridors, sector allocations and the new adaptive management are well planned and
documented. Although we would like to see slot limits, bag limits and shortened days of season
given more time for research and data gathering.  However, the phasing out of large-mesh gill nets is
troubling.  Two statements from Michael Loffler, lead biologist & co-lead in the recent “listening
session”, bare the truth in what our watermen are facing with continued restrictive regulations. The
first was the fact that phasing out of large-mesh gill nets will “have a negative economic impact”. 
Also disheartening was the conversation in the listening session on how the watermen will “adapt”
to losing this particular choice of gear.  Will they continue with Southern Flounder with different
gear, switch to another fishery (which would just accelerate the over-fishing of new species), find a
new occupation or retire.  Our real fear is losing even more of our experienced watermen and
possibly hinder a new generation from taking the helm in our rich heritage.

The wildlife in our sounds are a “public trust” of the citizens of North Carolina.  We ask each of the
Commission members to look beyond the immediate proposed fix in Southern Flounder population
by some of the restrictions in Amendment 3 and consider the economic and social ramifications to
our Coastal communities.  The North Carolina Watermen United and many other industry
organizations are only requesting FAIR REGULATIONS.

Thank you in advance for your consideration on our position.

Yours truly,

Perry Wood Beasley
Perry Wood Beasley
President, NCWU  Board of Directors

 Andrew Berry  Billy Maxwell
 Capt Sonny Davis              Greg Mayer

PWB:     wj  Ernie Doshier  Jamie Reibel
 Ernie Foster  Britt Shackelford
 Tom Harper  Duke Spencer
 Glen Hopkins  Rom Whitaker







P.O. Box 769, Morehead City, NC 28557-0769 
www.ncfisheries.net 

 

 
 
 

Dec. 15, 2021 
 
Mr. Charles Locke 
P.O. Box 761  
Wanchese, NC 27981 

Dear Mr. Locke, 
 
The U.S. Secretary of Commerce will request that Governor Cooper submit the names of qualified candidates to be 
considered for an obligatory appointment to the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (Council) in August 2022. 
The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission is responsible for compiling a list of nominees for the governor’s consideration.  
At its Nov. 17-19, 2021 business meeting, the commission reviewed information from candidates interested in an 
appointment to the council.  Your name was among those selected by the commission for submission to Governor Cooper 
as a nominee for an appointment to the council. 
 
Each council nominee is required to complete nomination materials provided by the National Marine Fisheries Service.  
Your nomination materials are attached and are also available in fillable, .pdf format at:   
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/partners/council-nomination-process-guidance .  All forms must be completed in 
detail in order for you to be considered for an appointment.  Please complete the forms and return no later than Feb. 7, 
2022 to:  Chris Batsavage, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, P.O. Box 769, Morehead City, NC 28557.  The division 
will review your forms for completeness and forward them to the governor’s office for submission to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service by March 15, 2022.   
 
I wish to congratulate you on your selection by the commission as a nominee for an obligatory appointment to the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council.  Please feel free to contact Mr. Batsavage by phone at 252-808-8009 or by email at 
chris.batsavage@ncdenr.gov if you need additional information concerning the nomination process. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

W. Robert Bizzell, Chairman 
N.C Marine Fisheries Commission 
 
WRB:cb:lk 
 
Cc:   John Nicholson  Kathy Rawls   

Lara Klibansky  Chris Batsavage 
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