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MEMORANDUM 

TO: N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission

FROM: Catherine Blum, Rulemaking Coordinator 

Marine Fisheries Commission Office 

SUBJECT: Rulemaking and Periodic Review and Expiration of Existing Rules 

Issue 

Update the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) on the status of rulemaking in support of the 

2024-2025 and 2025-2026 rulemaking cycles. Request the MFC vote on its preferred management option 

and associated proposed rulemaking language for one issue under development in the 2026-2027 

rulemaking cycle. Request the MFC vote to approve the initial determination of its rules and proceed to 

public notice for four groups of rules in support of the Periodic Review and Expiration of Existing Rules 

per N.C.G.S. § 150B-21.3A. 

Findings 

• 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 Rulemaking Cycles – Update

o At its August 2024 business meeting, the MFC began the process for eight rules about pot

marking requirements, false albacore management, and the Interstate Wildlife Violator

Compact. At its May 2025 business meeting, the MFC began the process for nine rules about

permits, and franchises and shellfish leases.

o The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact rules became effective June 1, 2025.

o The pot marking requirements, false albacore management, permits, and franchises and

shellfish lease rules will be available for legislative review in the 2026 short session.

• 2026-2027 Rulemaking Cycle – Action

o Per the MFC’s May 23, 2024, and August 21, 2025, motions, the N.C. Division of Marine

Fisheries (DMF) developed an issue paper for the management of Atlantic bonito.

o At its February 2026 business meeting, the MFC will receive the issue paper and be asked to

vote on its preferred management option so the required fiscal analysis can be developed, and

the formal rulemaking process can be ready to begin at the MFC's May 2026 business

meeting.

o It is important to note that harvest restrictions would not automatically go into effect upon the

effective date of a proposed rule except for the five-fish recreational bag limit per person per

day included in Option 4; additional steps must occur, as outlined in this memo.

• Periodic Review and Expiration of Existing Rules – Action

o North Carolina N.C.G.S. § 150B-21.3A, enacted in 2013, requires state agencies to review

existing rules every 10 years in accordance with a prescribed process that includes a report

phase, followed by rule readoption.

o To comply with the periodic review schedule adopted by the Rules Review Commission

(RRC) for the second iteration of the requirements, the MFC is scheduled to vote to approve

the initial agency determination of its rules and proceed to public notice for four groups of

rules.
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Action Needed 

The MFC is scheduled to vote on its preferred management option and associated proposed rulemaking 

language for Atlantic bonito management at its February 2026 business meeting. Additionally, in support 

of the Periodic Review and Expiration of Existing Rules per N.C.G.S. § 150B-21.3A, the MFC is 

scheduled to vote on the initial determination of its rules and to proceed to public notice for four groups 

of rules (15A NCAC 03Q .0100; 15A NCAC 03; 15A NCAC 10C .0100; 15A NCAC 18A .0100, .0300-

.0900, .3400). 

2024-2025 Rulemaking Cycle (8 rules) 

At its August 2024 business meeting, the MFC approved Notice of Text for Rulemaking to begin the 

process for eight rules about pot marking requirements, false albacore management, and the Interstate 

Wildlife Violator Compact. A table showing the timing of the steps in the process is included in the 

rulemaking section of the briefing materials. On October 1, 2024, a news release was issued and the 

proposed rules were published in the N.C. Register, beginning the public comment period. The MFC 

accepted public comments on the proposed rules from October 1 through December 2, 2024. A public 

hearing was held on October 30, 2024. The public comments received were presented to the MFC at its 

March 2025 business meeting when it gave final approval of the rules. 

The RRC approved two of the rules on April 24, 2025; both rules will be available for legislative review 

in the 2026 short session (pots, false albacore). The RRC approved five rules on May 29, 2025; one rule 

was withdrawn as it was determined to be unnecessary. These five rules became effective June 1, 2025 

(Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact; 15A NCAC 03O .0600). A summary of the two subjects for which 

the proposed rules are pending legislative review is provided below. 

POT MARKING REQUIREMENTS RULE AMENDMENTS (1 rule) 

Proposed amendments would simplify pot marking requirements for commercial fishermen by requiring 

only one of three ways to mark pot buoys, not two ways: 1) gear owner's current motorboat registration 

number; or 2) gear owner's U.S. vessel documentation name; or 3) gear owner's last name and initials. 

The current rule requires the gear owner's last name and initials be identified on each buoy as a baseline. 

Then, if a vessel is used, the identification must also include either the gear owner's current motorboat 

registration number or the gear owner's U.S. vessel documentation name. There have been no problems 

with pot identification and pot identification would be sufficient via a single identifier. The proposed 

amendments would simplify the requirements and grant some relief to commercial fishermen that use 

pots in their commercial fishing operation. The rule is automatically subject to legislative review 

pursuant to Session Law 2019-198 and N.C.G.S. § 14-4.1. 

FALSE ALBACORE MANAGEMENT RULE ADOPTION (1 rule) 

The proposed adoption of this rule would provide a mechanism to implement management measures to 

cap harvest when the false albacore fishery landings exceed a threshold of 200% of average landings 

from both sectors combined from 2018 to 2022. Harvest restrictions would be implemented if the 

threshold is exceeded as a means to prevent further expansion of the false albacore fisheries beyond the 

threshold. Currently, there are no rules in place for management of false albacore in North Carolina. 

There is no baseline stock assessment for false albacore and thus, no biological basis for reducing 

harvest. The only mechanism to monitor false albacore is through annual landings in North Carolina, 

which is not a measure for sustainability of the stock. While there is no need to manage to meet 

sustainability requirements, the MFC is seeking proactive management of false albacore to limit 

expansion of new and existing fisheries. Management options would include commercial trip limits, 
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recreational bag limits, and recreational vessel limits. The rule is subject to legislative review pursuant to 

N.C.G.S. § 150B-21.3.

2025-2026 Rulemaking Cycle (9 rules) 

At its May 2025 business meeting, the MFC approved Notice of Text for Rulemaking to begin the 

process for nine rules about permits, and franchises and shellfish leases. A table showing the timing of 

the steps in the process is included in the rulemaking section of the briefing materials. On August 1, 

2025, a news release was issued and the proposed rules were published in the N.C. Register, beginning 

the public comment period. The MFC accepted public comments on the proposed rules from August 1 

through September 30, 2025. A public hearing was held on August 26, 2025. The public comments 

received were presented to the MFC at its November 2025 business meeting when it gave final approval 

of the rules. The RRC approved the rules on December 18, 2025; the rules will be available for 

legislative review in the 2026 short session. A summary of the proposed rules by subject is provided 

below. 

PERMIT RULE AMENDMENTS (5 rules) 

(15A NCAC 03I .0101, .0114, 03O .0501-.0503) 

Consistent with N.C.G.S. § 150B-19.1, Requirements for agencies in the rule-making process, DMF 

employees reviewed several MFC rules with permit requirements and suggested amendments to several 

rules that would achieve a variety of actions. These actions would add requirements to permanent rules 

that are no longer variable in nature, increase efficiencies for quota monitoring, protect DMF employees 

and improve data collection and public health protection, reduce the burden on regulated stakeholders, 

clarify rules, and remove outdated or unnecessary requirements from rules. 

An issue paper was provided to the MFC at its May 2025 business meeting that provides information 

about the affected permits, processes, and requirements, as well as a detailed description of the proposed 

rule amendments, which are expected to accomplish the following: 

• Update and clarify MFC rules, including:

o Adding four permits to permanent rule that are currently issued by proclamation;

o Clarifying a fish dealer is required to submit a trip ticket for fish not sold consistent with

N.C. law and MFC rules for commercial harvest reporting requirements;

o Relocating from proclamation to rule the permit condition that makes it unlawful to

refuse to allow DMF employees to obtain data for the conservation and management of

marine and estuarine resources;

o Broadening the definition of "educational institution" to better align with the original

purpose of two permits;

o Adding links to webpages in rules for supporting information that can change frequently;

and

o Repealing the Horseshoe Crab Biomedical Use Permit;

• Reduce burden on regulated stakeholders, including:

o Adding email as an additional means to satisfy call-in requirements for two permits; and

o Removing the requirement to notarize a permit application, instead requiring the initial

permit general condition form to be notarized. This is a more appropriate time in the

permit issuance process to verify a permittee's identity; and

• Achieve efficiencies for quota monitored fisheries by requiring any seafood dealer that reports

trip tickets electronically to report quota monitoring logs electronically.
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CONFORMING RULE AMENDMENTS FOR FRANCHISES AND SHELLFISH LEASES (5 rules) 

(15A NCAC 03I .0101, 03O .0201, .0207, .0208, .0210) 

Shellfish franchises recognized under N.C.G.S. § 113-206 are perpetual. The DMF has understood that 

because franchises are perpetual, the DMF does not have the authority to terminate franchises and thus 

subjecting a franchise to production requirements would have no consequence. The N.C. General 

Assembly codified this understanding with the passage of Session Law 2024-32, Section 5.(a), which 

removed franchises from the production requirements of Session Law 2019-37, Section 3. The MFC's 

authority over private and protected deeded rights of a shellfish franchise is limited to subjects such as 

proper marking requirements and permitting of the aquaculture activities occurring on a franchise. So, 

proposed amendments include the removal of franchises from all shellfish production requirements, as 

the production requirements are grounds for termination of a leasehold only. Proposed amendments also 

remove franchises from the rule for termination procedures. 

Additional proposed amendments in 15A NCAC 03O .0201, in Paragraphs (d) through (g), clarify 

production requirements for shellfish leases based on the date a shellfish lease was granted or last 

renewed. Additional amendments to Paragraphs (i) and (j) clarify who determines eligibility for 

additional shellfish lease acreage, the time at which the determination of eligibility for additional acreage 

occurs, what is considered additional shellfish lease acreage, and what is considered acres under a 

shellfish lease. An issue paper was provided to the MFC at its May 2025 business meeting that provides 

background information and a detailed description of the proposed rule amendments. 

While clarifying amendments are proposed in this issue paper for shellfish leaseholders, it is important to 

note that the primary reason for the proposed rule amendments is to undertake a paper exercise to align 

MFC rules with current DMF procedures and N.C. General Assembly authority for shellfish aquaculture, 

neither of which has changed in practice in recent years relative to requirements for franchises. This issue 

paper presents a single option for consideration, as it is the only option that achieves the objective of the 

proposed rule changes: to align with current statutory authority and DMF procedures for franchises and 

shellfish leases, consistent with N.C. Session Law 2019-37, Section 3 as amended by N.C. Session Law 

2024-32, Section 5.(a), as well as rulemaking requirements in the Administrative Procedure Act. This 

option complies with State law and clarifies MFC rules by removing out-of-date requirements, but it 

requires undergoing the lengthy rulemaking process. 

2026-2027 Rulemaking Cycle (potentially 1 rule) 

At its May 2024 business meeting, the MFC passed a motion to request DMF staff develop an issue 

paper for Atlantic bonito management, including landings information and proposed rule language, using 

the previous sheepshead issue paper (February 11, 2013) as a model to follow. Discussions among 

commissioners noted concerns expressed by recreational stakeholders about angler behavior changing in 

targeting Atlantic bonito in more recent years and the potential need to implement a recreational bag 

limit. Further concerns expressed by the MFC identified limited information about Atlantic bonito in this 

part of the Atlantic Ocean and no measure of stock status for the population, and whether these recent 

increases in recreational catches may not be due to more fish, but rather due to changes in fishing tactics 

and new technologies available to recreational anglers to improve their success in catching Atlantic 

bonito when available in state waters. Commissioners did not express concern for commercial catches 

due to a limited shelf life as a fresh product and not being desirable frozen as likely reasons behind no 

similar increase in commercial harvest occurring. Potential waste of the resource was discussed, since 

there are no current limits on Atlantic bonito. The MFC also identified the need to learn more about the 

fisheries and develop a rule to implement regulations to get ahead of a potential problem. 
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Commissioners continued discussions on Atlantic bonito at the August and November 2024, and May 

2025 MFC business meetings with an urgency to be proactive in their management and continued to 

stress the need to implement a bag limit in the recreational fishery. After key DMF vacancies were filled, 

DMF staff presented background information about the life history and catch characteristics of Atlantic 

bonito to the MFC at its August 2025 business meeting. Commissioners discussed that Atlantic bonito 

appear to behave differently off southeast North Carolina than in other locations along the coast, showing 

preference for structure and pondered if these preferences are associated with spawning, thereby making 

Atlantic bonito more vulnerable to harvest. Commissioners mentioned that the presentation illustrated the 

increasing trends in recreational landings with smaller fish being caught in recent years and discussed the 

potential for implementing both a bag limit and possibly a size limit on the recreational sector. The MFC 

passed a motion to ask the DMF staff to bring proposed rulemaking language for a five-fish recreational 

bag limit per person (per day) for Atlantic bonito to its November 2025 business meeting. 

The DMF developed an issue paper for the management of Atlantic bonito containing background 

information, authority for management, and discussion of potential management options, including a 

proposed rule. The issue paper is included in the rulemaking section of the briefing materials and will be 

presented to the MFC at its February 2026 business meeting when it is scheduled to vote on its preferred 

management option for Atlantic bonito. If the MFC selects a proposed rule as its preferred management 

option, a fiscal analysis will be developed and presented to the Office of State Budget and Management 

for approval. If the fiscal analysis is approved, at its May 2026 business meeting the MFC would be 

asked to vote on approval of Notice of Text for Rulemaking to begin the process as part of its 2026-2027 

annual rulemaking cycle. A table showing the approximate timing of the steps in the process is included 

in the rulemaking section of the briefing materials. Additional details will be added to the table 

approaching the start of the formal rulemaking process. At this time, no other proposed rules are under 

development for this cycle. 

The Atlantic bonito management issue paper presents four proposed management options. If the MFC 

selects Option 1, Status quo, there would continue to be no rule in place for the management of the 

species; the proposed rulemaking process would end. If the MFC selects Options 2, 3, or 4, a fiscal 

analysis would be developed so that the formal rulemaking process could begin at the MFC’s May 2026 

business meeting. For Options 2 and 3, the anticipated earliest effective date of the proposed rule would 

be February 1, 2027. For Option 4, the proposed rule would automatically be subject to legislative review 

in the 2028 short session per Session Law 2019-198 and N.C.G.S. § 14-4.1. 

It is important to note that regardless of when a proposed rule would become effective, harvest 

restrictions would not automatically go into effect except for the five-fish recreational bag limit per 

person per day included in Option 4. Any other harvest restrictions would undergo a process including 

the DMF presenting the most recent data to the MFC, MFC consent that harvest restrictions are needed 

based on the data, outreach and education to the regulated public that management will change, and 

identification of an appropriate effective date for the proclamation that would be issued to implement the 

restrictions so the regulated public can prepare. 

Periodic Review and Expiration of Existing Rules (335 rules) 

North Carolina N.C.G.S. § 150B-21.3A, enacted in 2013, requires state agencies to review existing rules 

every 10 years in accordance with a prescribed process that includes a report phase, followed by rule 

readoption. To comply with the periodic review schedule adopted by the RRC for the second iteration of 
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the requirements, the MFC is scheduled to vote at its February 2026 business meeting to approve the 

initial agency determination of its rules and proceed to public notice for four groups of rules. 

VOTE TO APPROVE INITIAL AGENCY DETERMINATION OF RULES AND PROCEED TO 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

15A NCAC 03Q .0100 (9 RULES) 

ALL OTHER 15A NCAC 03 RULES (194 RULES) 

15A NCAC 10C .0100 (11 RULES) 

15A NCAC 18A .0100, .0300-.0900, .3400 (132 RULES) 

The Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) created an Excel worksheet for each group of the above-

listed rules. This document is called a report. The report lists all of an agency’s existing rules in the N.C. 

Administrative Code as of January 1, 2024. The report contains the following information: 

• Agency name;

• Rule chapter/subchapter/section;

• Rule citation;

• Rule name; and

• Date and last agency action on the rule.

The first step in the process is for an agency to make an initial determination as to whether each rule is 

necessary or unnecessary. A necessary rule is any rule other than an unnecessary rule. An unnecessary 

rule is a rule the agency determined to be obsolete, redundant, or otherwise not needed. DMF staff 

reviewed the MFC rules and have given all the rules the initial determination of “necessary” for the 

MFC’s consideration and approval. Additionally, if a rule is required to implement or conform to federal 

regulation, the agency provides the citation to the federal regulation in the report; the MFC does not have 

any such rules. 

After initial determinations are made by the agency, the report is posted for public comments for no less 

than 60 days. This means that the agency posts the report on the agency’s website, provides notice to 

interested parties, and submits the report to OAH for posting on OAH’s website. If the MFC approves its 

four reports for public notice, the public comment period will be March 2 through May 1, 2026. Public 

comments can be made on the rules and the agency’s initial determination of the rules but must be made 

in writing and must have merit. A public comment has merit if it addresses the specific substance of the 

rule. 

In the “Periodic Review and Expiration of Existing Rules” section of the briefing materials are the 

MFC’s four reports, as listed at the top of this section of the memo. All the rules are in Title 15A, which 

is the Department of Environmental Quality. The nine MFC rules in 15A NCAC 03Q .0100 are jointly 

adopted with the Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC). The 11 WRC rules in 15A NCAC 10C .0100 

are jointly adopted with the MFC. All 20 jointly adopted rules set requirements for joint fishing waters. 

Rules in Chapter 03 are for the management of marine fisheries, while rules in Subchapter 18A are for 

the management of shellfish sanitation and recreational water quality. Following a presentation about the 

four reports at its February 2026 business meeting, the MFC is scheduled to vote on approval of the 

initial determinations of the rules in the reports and to proceed to public notice per N.C.G.S. § 150B-

21.3A. 

After the public comment period, the agency must review the public comments and prepare a brief 

response addressing the merits of each comment. This information becomes the final report and is 
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scheduled to be voted on by the MFC for approval at its August 2026 business meeting. The final report 

is then submitted to the RRC, which, if approved, is forwarded to the Joint Legislative Administrative 

Procedure Oversight Committee for final determination. The MFC’s reports are due to the RRC for its 

January (15A NCAC 03Q .0100; all other 03 rules; 10C .0100) and March (15A NCAC 18A .0100, 

.0300-.0900, .3400) 2027 meetings. 

The second part of the process is the re-adoption of rules. The final report determines the process for re-

adoption. A necessary rule must be readopted as if it was a new rule. An unnecessary rule will expire at 

the end of the report process and be removed from the N.C. Administrative Code. The RRC works with 

each agency to consider the agency’s rulemaking priorities in establishing a deadline for the re-adoption 

of rules. This consultation process is expected to occur in the spring of 2027. It is anticipated that the 

MFC will need to readopt all 335 of its rules that are subject to the Periodic Review requirements as if 

they are new rules. Rules can be amended during readoption and fiscal analysis of the rules will still be 

required. Based on the MFC’s rulemaking priorities, the readoption process is expected to take several 

years to complete. 



N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission
2024-2025 Annual Rulemaking Cycle 

February 2026 

Time of Year Action 
February-July 2024 Fiscal analysis of rules prepared by DMF staff and 

approved by Office of State Budget and Management 
Aug. 23, 2024 MFC approved Notice of Text for Rulemaking 
Oct. 1, 2024 Publication of proposed rules in the North Carolina 

Register 
Oct. 1-Dec. 2, 2024 Public comment period held 
Oct. 30, 2024, 6 p.m. Public hearing held via WebEx with listening station 
March 12, 2025 MFC received public comments and gave final approval 

of eight permanent rules 
April 24, 2025 Two rules subject to legislative review approved by 

Office of Administrative Hearings/Rules Review 
Commission (15A NCAC 03J .0301, 03M .0523) 

May 29, 2025 Five rules approved by Office of Administrative 
Hearings/Rules Review Commission and one rule 
withdrawn (15A NCAC 03O .0600) 

June 1, 2025 Effective date of five rules not automatically subject to 
legislative review 

June 1, 2025 Rulebook supplement available online 
2026 legislative 
session 

Possible effective date of two rules subject to 
legislative review per S.L. 2019-198 and G.S. 14-4.1, 
and G.S. 150B-21.3 

2026 legislative 
session 

Rulebook supplement available online pending 
legislative review process 



N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission
2025-2026 Annual Rulemaking Cycle 

February 2026 

Time of Year Action 
February-April 2025 Fiscal analysis of rules prepared by DMF staff and 

approved by Office of State Budget and Management 
May 22, 2025 MFC approved Notice of Text for Rulemaking 
Aug. 1, 2025 Publication of proposed rules in the North Carolina 

Register 
Aug. 1-Sept. 30, 2025 Public comment period held 
Aug. 26, 2025, 6 p.m. Public hearing held via WebEx with listening station 
Nov. 20, 2025 MFC received public comments and gave final approval 

of permanent rules 
Dec. 18, 2025 Rules approved by Office of Administrative Hearings/ 

Rules Review Commission 
2026 legislative 
session 

Possible effective date of rules subject to legislative 
review per S.L. 2019-37, Section 3, as amended by 
S.L. 2024-32, Section 5.(a); and S.L. 2019-198 and
G.S. 14-4.1

2026 legislative 
session 

Rulebook supplement available online pending 
legislative review process 



N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission
2026-2027 Annual Rulemaking Cycle 

February 2026 

Time of Year Action 
February 2026 MFC votes to select preferred management option 
February-April 2026 Fiscal analysis of rules prepared by DMF staff and 

approved by Office of State Budget and Management 
May 2026 MFC votes to approve Notice of Text for Rulemaking 
August 2026 Publication of proposed rules in the North Carolina 

Register 
August-September 
2026 

Public comment period held 

TBD (August- 
September 2026) 

Public hearing held via WebEx with listening station at 
NCDEQ Division of Marine Fisheries Central District 
Office at 5285 Highway 70 West, Morehead City 

November 2026 MFC receives public comments and votes on final 
approval of permanent rules 

January 2027 Rules reviewed by Office of Administrative Hearings/ 
Rules Review Commission 

April 1, 2027 Possible effective date of rules not automatically subject 
to legislative review 

April 1, 2027 Rulebook supplement available online 
2028 legislative 
session 

Possible effective date of rules subject to legislative 
review per S.L. 2019-198 and G.S. 14-4.1 

2028 legislative 
session 

Rulebook supplement available online pending 
legislative review process 



Issue Paper for February 2026 N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission Meeting 

Issue Paper Title Issue Origination Proposed Rules Division of Marine Fisheries 
Recommendation 

ATLANTIC BONITO 
MANAGEMENT 

Develop a rule to implement regulations on 
Atlantic bonito. The N.C. Marine Fisheries 
Commission passed a motion on May 23, 2024, 
“to request the DMF develop an issue paper for 
Atlantic bonito management, including landings 
information and proposed rule language, using 
the previous sheepshead issue paper as a model 
to follow.” Additionally, the Commission 
passed a motion on August 21, 2025, “to ask 
the DMF to bring proposed rulemaking 
language for a five-fish recreational bag limit 
per person for Atlantic bonito to the MFC at its 
November 2025 business meeting.” 

N.C. Marine Fisheries
Commission

• 15A NCAC 03M .0524 Option 2: Formally monitor 
Atlantic bonito landings, provide a 
landings summary (including 
trends in the fishery, length 
frequency distributions, updates on 
any biological studies, and any 
changes in management that may 
occur at the state and federal 
level), and adopt a rule delegating 
proclamation authority to the 
Fisheries Director, with prior 
consent of the N.C. Marine 
Fisheries Commission, to manage 
time, area, means and methods, 
season, size, and quantity, 
including commercial trip limit 
and recreational bag and/or vessel 
limits. Option 2 provides the 
broadest range of management 
tools and the flexibility needed to 
respond to changing fishery 
conditions. 

01/28/2026 
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Atlantic Bonito Management Issue Paper 

January 28, 2026 

I. ISSUE

Develop a rule to implement regulations on Atlantic bonito.

II. ORIGINATION

N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission (NCMFC)

III. BACKGROUND

Atlantic bonito (Sarda sarda) is a small tuna species in the mackerel/tuna family Scombridae. Its body is spindle-

shaped, with bluish to greenish shades dorsally, fading to silvery below. The upper sides have numerous diagonal

dark stripes, with underlying diffuse dark bars. Anglers often confuse Atlantic bonito with false albacore (Euthynnus

alletteratus; also called little tunny) and skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis) due to similarity in size and coloration.

In addition to general misidentification, there is also significant confusion regarding the use of the same common

name for many of these species. Many people, including anglers, often use names like “bonito,” “bonita,” “little

tunny,”, and “skipjack” interchangeably, and these common names can vary regionally.

A predominantly coastal species, Atlantic bonito are found in the Eastern Atlantic from Oslo, Norway, to Port 

Elizabeth, South Africa, as well as in the Mediterranean and Black seas. In the Western Atlantic, they range from 

Nova Scotia, Canada, to the Gulf of Mexico, and south to northern Argentina, but are apparently absent from most 

of the Caribbean Sea (Collette and Nauen 1983). Atlantic bonito school with similarly sized Scombrid species 

(Yoshida 1980), and most likely migrate north during the summer and early fall and south in the winter, but there is 

a lack of scientific documentation of these migrations. Current tagging studies are underway by North Carolina State 

University, the Nature Conservancy, and the American Saltwater Guides Association to conduct research on Atlantic 

bonito migratory patterns on the East Coast of the United States.  

Unfortunately, studies on age, growth, and reproductive biology for Atlantic bonito are lacking in the Western 

Atlantic (Calabrese and Merhoff 2023). This species is one of the most important small tuna species targeted in the 

Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean and Black seas, and there are life history studies available from those areas. The 

average length at 50 percent maturity (L50) for males is 36.3 cm fork length (FL) (14.3 inches), and for females is 

42.2 cm FL (16.6 inches) (Cengiz 2013; Kahraman et al. 2014). The combined sex maximum size (L∞) averages at 

85 cm FL (33.5 inches, Valeiras et al. 2008; Muñoz-Lechuga et al. 2024), with males tending to grow slower and to 

larger sizes than females (Kahraman et al. 2014). In the Northwestern Atlantic, bonitos spawn in June and July, 

while in the Mediterranean spawning occurs between May and July (Collette and Nauen 1983).  

Atlantic bonito have asynchronous ovarian development, with oocytes at all developmental stages found in females 

during the spawning season, suggesting that they are batch spawners (Kahraman et al. 2014). Bonito exhibit 

indeterminate fecundity with estimates ranging from 304,000 and 1,150,000 oocytes (Macías et al. 2005). Ortega et 

al. (2024) found that Atlantic bonito eggs hatch at temperatures ranging from 16 °C to 28 °C (61 °F to 82 °F), with 

optimal hatching success at 21°C to 22 °C (70 °F to 72 °F). 

Atlantic bonito age determination and growth have been studied by means of otoliths, vertebrae, spines, and size 

frequency, with dorsal spines being better suited for reading ages than otoliths (Cengiz 2013; Muñoz-Lechuga et al. 

2024). Most studies estimate a maximum age of five years (Valeiras et al. 2008; Baibbat et al. 2016; Sarr et al. 

2025); however, Muñoz-Lechuga et al. (2024) estimate the maximum age up to seven years in the Northeast Atlantic 

and Mediterranean.    

Description of the Fisheries 

Though landings of Atlantic bonito have been historically low, over the last decade Atlantic bonito recreational 

coastwide landings (Massachusetts to the east coast of Florida) have increased while commercial landings have 

remained stable (Table 1; Figure 1). Trends in the N.C. recreational and commercial fisheries are discussed below, as 

well as how North Carolina’s fisheries fit into the bigger coastwide picture. Due to the limited amount of data from 

both recreational and commercial fisheries, trends are described over multiple time periods, with major changes 

highlighted in the modern fisheries over the past decade. 
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Recreational Fishery 

Atlantic bonito recreational catch data is estimated through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) Fisheries’ Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP). However, MRIP data for Atlantic bonito has 

limited precision overall with percent standard errors (PSEs) often high enough (≥ 30) that NOAA Fisheries 

recommends caution if using data for management and sometimes high enough (> 50) that NOAA Fisheries 

recommends not using data for management (Table 1; NOAA Fisheries 2025). In North Carolina, recreational 

landings of Atlantic bonito, while episodic, have been trending upward since 2017, with above average landings 

from 2010 to 2015 (Figure 1). Finalized recreational landings ranged from 447 fish (8,019 pounds) in 2010 to 

72,973 fish (268,260 pounds) in 2023 (Table 1). In the last 10 years, an average of 29,044 fish (105,387 pounds) 

were landed in North Carolina. Preliminary MRIP landing estimates (up to wave 5 [Sep-Oct]) suggest that 2025 will 

be a banner year for recreational harvest of Atlantic bonito in North Carolina with 96,013 fish (303,905 pounds) 

landed to date (Table 1; Figure 1). There is also evidence on social media of high harvests by anglers on 

private/rental boats and for-hire (charter) vessels. The predominant recreational gear is hook-and-line, and the most 

popular methods are either sight casting or trolling. However, anglers fishing with live bait such as juvenile Atlantic 

menhaden in the ocean has resulted in high catches in recent years. This technique is often more effective at catching 

bonito than sight casting or trolling. The majority of Atlantic bonito are landed in the spring on average but can be 

caught year-round in both state (≤ 3 miles) and federal (> 3 miles) waters of North Carolina by recreational anglers 

(Figure 2).  

Since 2011, recreational landings on average primarily occurred on private/rental boats (Figure 3). From 2011 to 

2017, private/rental boats contributed 86% of the total harvested number of fish on average, which increased to 92% 

from 2018 to 2024. The mean percentage of harvested fish from for-hire vessels (charter boats) decreased between 

these time periods, from 14% to 7%. Shore-based catches have been virtually non-existent up to 2023, when only an 

average of 5% of the total Atlantic bonito landings were from shore anglers. From 2011 to 2024, vessels intercepted 

by MRIP had an average of 4.66 anglers (95% CI (confidence interval) [4.35, 4.97], PSE = 3.4) per for-hire vessel 

(charter boat). Private/rental boats had 2.61 anglers on average (95% CI [2.36, 2.86], PSE = 4.9).  

Estimated angler trips targeting or catching (landed or released) Atlantic bonito in North Carolina have been variable 

since 2011, with most trips occurring in state waters (Figure 4). From 2011 to 2017, an average of 56% of trips 

occurred in federal waters and decreased to 38% from 2018 to 2024. Targeted trips in state waters have steadily 

increased in the same time frame, i.e. 44% on average between 2011 to 2017 and 62% on average between 2018 to 

2024.  

Since 2017, recreational landings in federal waters have declined to 36%, and releases have decreased from 55% to 

38% (Figure 5). However, the highest landings from federal waters over the past 30 years occurred in 2023 and 

2024. Similarly, although targeted trips in federal waters dropped to 38% after 2017, the highest number of targeted 

trips over the past 30 years also took place in 2023 and 2024. Since 2017, there has been an overall increase in 

landings from state waters from 51% to 64% (Figure 5), as well as an increase in targeted trips from 46% to 63% 

(Figure 4). Landings from state waters have averaged 47% of the total Atlantic bonito harvest since 1994 compared 

to federal waters. Over the last 10 years, landings from state waters have ranged from 23% in 2015 to 89% in 2019 

and 2020.  

Since 1994, landings and releases in North Carolina’s recreational fishery have been comparable on average, 

although annual release rates have varied widely, from 7% in 2015 to 97% in 2010 (Table 1). The average number of 

released Atlantic bonito has been higher in federal waters. However, this trend shifted after 2017, when 62% of 

North Carolina’s Atlantic bonito catch was released in state waters (Figure 5). The number of fish released has 

ranged from 1,325 in 2015 to 59,926 in 2014, and recreational releases have accounted for approximately 31% of 

the catch in North Carolina since 2017 (Table 1). 

North Carolina’s recreational landings of Atlantic bonito have accounted for approximately 22% of the coastwide 

recreational landings from 1994 to 2024 (Figure 6A), although this percentage has been higher in recent years. From 

2011 to 2024, recreational anglers in North Carolina harvested 31% of the coastwide recreational landings and 92% 

of the recreational landings in the South Atlantic (Table 2). There have been two notable exceptions in the last 10 

years: in 2023, North Carolina’s landings accounted for approximately 54% of coastwide recreational landings and 

less than 4% in 2017 (Table 2; Figure 6A).  
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On the US Atlantic Coast, recreational Atlantic bonito landings (in pounds) average 79% of the total Atlantic bonito 

coastwide landings (recreational and commercial). MRIP estimated landings on the Atlantic coast have been 

episodic since 1994, with strong increases in 2024 (Table 2) and the preliminary (through wave 5) estimated 

landings for 2025 (1,207,242 pounds; PSE = 16.3). This increase, while limited to only two years, is reflective of 

their increase in popularity with anglers on social media, as mentioned above. Average state landings (in pounds; 

1994-2024) show that New Jersey, Massachusetts, and North Carolina have generated the bulk of the recreational 

landings (Figure 6B). In North Carolina, recreational landings of Atlantic bonito averaged 77,430 pounds during 

1994-2024 (Table 1; Figure 1), accounting for 22% of the harvest along the east coast (Figure 6B). From 2011 to 

2024, the South Atlantic region accounted for 27% of the total coastwide harvest (Figure 7), with North Carolina 

accounting for the majority of the harvest in the South Atlantic region (Figure 8).  

 

Like for North Carolina, most of the coastwide recreational catches have been releases (Table 2). Over the last 30 

years, N.C. recreational releases have averaged 27% of the total number of fish released coastwide, though have 

accounted for up to 85% (Figure 9). While there are no release mortality estimates for Atlantic bonito, similar 

pelagic species have release mortalities ranging from 0 to 39%; but values are dependent on hook type, hooking 

location, angling/handling time, and water temperature (Bartholomew and Bohnsack 2005; Marcek and Graves 

2014).  

 

Lengths from MRIP show the observed mean FL of Atlantic bonito landed has been variable over the last 30 years. 

There is no evidence of size truncation, with the size of fish landed most likely indicative of what is available to the 

fishery. From 2015 to 2024, lengths ranged from 11 to 34 inches FL, with an overall average of 18 inches. In 2024, 

the average FL was 15 inches for the recreational fishery, and lengths ranged from 11 to 27 inches (Figure 10). North 

Carolina has no data on the age of Atlantic bonito landed recreationally. 

 

Commercial Fishery 

Atlantic bonito tend to have low commercial value in the United States; however, it is one of the most important 

finfish species in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean (Zengin et al. 2006; Sarr et al. 2025). Internationally, 

Atlantic bonito support artisanal and commercial fisheries and are caught with a variety of gears including purse 

seines, longlines, gill nets, hook-and-line, and trolling. In North Carolina, Atlantic bonito is incidentally caught by 

commercial fishers pursuing other species and is mainly harvested by gill nets and hook-and-line gear. Other gears 

including beach seines, trawls, and pound nets make up a very small percentage of the total commercial landings.  

The N.C. commercial fishery primarily harvests Atlantic bonito from April to June, with a smaller amount harvested 

from November to January (Figure 11). This trend is seen for all gears that harvest Atlantic bonito. From 1994 to 

2014, the majority of the commercial harvest in North Carolina was in state waters (about 60%) and the remainder 

in federal waters (about 40%; Figure 12). Since 2015, harvest has shifted even more towards state waters, 

accounting for 73% of the total commercial landings through 2024 (Figure 12). This shift in landings from federal to 

state waters is especially evident in the gill net and hook-and-line fisheries. 

 

N.C. commercial landings of Atlantic bonito averaged 16,581 pounds from 1994 to 2024, ranging from 6,576 

pounds in 2022 to 42,372 pounds in 1997 (Table 1; Figures 12 and 13B). Commercial catches have remained close 

to the time series average since 2004 (Table 1; Figure 1). Preliminary data show possibly even higher landings in 

2025. Up to September 2025, the landings of Atlantic bonito in the commercial fishery were 32,326 pounds (Table 

1; Figure 1). From 1994 to 2024, landings from gill nets averaged 10,502 pounds, hook-and-line averaged 5,871 

pounds, and other gears averaged 208 pounds annually. Overall, statewide average landings from gill nets and hook-

and-line have decreased over the past 20 years (Table 3). From 1994 to 2004 gill net landings averaged 16,203 

pounds and decreased to 7,367 pounds from 2005 to 2024. Hook-and-line catches decreased from a 1994 to 2004 

average of 6,996 pounds to 5,251 pounds from 2005 to 2024. Other gear catches held relatively steady during the 

same time frames. 

 

Commercial landings per trip of Atlantic bonito in North Carolina have been low but variable over the last 30 years, 

ranging from one to 1,450 pounds. N.C. commercial fishers averaged 45 pounds of Atlantic bonito per trip from 

2005 to 2024, with most trips landing under 100 pounds (Table 4). Over the past 10 years, 77% of all commercial 

trips (state and federal waters) landing Atlantic bonito landed less than 50 pounds per trip. In North Carolina, the 

price per pound of Atlantic bonito has varied from $0.20 in 1995 to $2.26 in 2021 (Table 3).  

 

Coastwide, commercial landings of Atlantic bonito ranged from 16,060 pounds in 2022 to 330,239 pounds in 1997 

(Figure 13A). In North Carolina, total commercial landings of Atlantic bonito averaged 16,581 pounds during 1994-
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2024 (Table 1; Figure 1), accounting for 18% of the harvest along the east coast (Figure 13B). Average commercial 

landings from 1994 to 2024 have been dominated by New Jersey (36%), followed by Rhode Island (20%) and North 

Carolina (18%) (Figure 13B). From 2005 to 2014, 19% of the commercial landings occurred in the North Atlantic 

region (Massachusetts to Connecticut), 60% in the Mid-Atlantic region (New York to Virginia), and 21% in the 

South Atlantic region (North Carolina to east coast of Florida). From 2015 to 2024, 50% of commercial landings 

occurred in the North Atlantic, 11% in the Mid-Atlantic, and 39% in the South Atlantic (Figure 14). In the South 

Atlantic region from 2015 to 2024, North Carolina and South Carolina accounted for 85% and 15% of the 

commercial landings, respectively (Figure 15). There were no commercial landings from Florida and Georgia during 

this time frame.  

The mean length of Atlantic bonito landed by the N.C. commercial fishery has remained consistent over the last 30 

years. From 2015 to 2024, lengths ranged from 11 to 28 inches FL, with an overall average of 19 inches FL. In 

2024, the average length was 19 inches FL with a range of 13 to 25 inches FL (Figure 16). North Carolina has no 

data on the age of Atlantic bonito landed commercially. 

Stock Status and Current Management 

Little information exists on the status of Atlantic bonito in the Western Atlantic, and as a result their stock status is 

considered unknown. Internationally, small tunas, including Atlantic bonito, are assessed and managed by the 

International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) in the Small Tunas Species Group. 

Currently, the small tunas in the Atlantic are divided into five stock regions based on traditional ICCAT management 

areas: Northwest Atlantic, Southwest Atlantic, Northeast Atlantic, Southeast Atlantic, and Mediterranean. Atlantic 

bonito are one of 13 species in the Small Tunas Species Group. Of these 13 species, the seven most important, 

Atlantic bonito (31%), little tunny (18%), frigate tuna (13%) king mackerel (12%), Spanish mackerel (9%), bullet 

tuna (5%), and wahoo (4%), represent about 91% of nominal catches between 1950 and 2023. Although there is 

currently no ICCAT assessment or management plan for Atlantic bonito, it has been identified as a species for which 

more data should be collected for stock assessment (ICCAT 2019). Genetic studies have shown that there is genetic 

isolation between both sides of the Atlantic Ocean (Viñas et al. 2010), and clear heterogeneity among Eastern 

Atlantic and Mediterranean populations (Viñas et al. 2020). These studies suggest that Atlantic bonito might have 

multiple stock units in the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea that disagree with the management areas 

adopted by ICCAT (Viñas et al. 2020).  

National fisheries regulations in the Eastern Atlantic have recently been implemented. The Turkish Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry has set a seasonal ban on all recreational and sport fishing for Atlantic bonito along all 

coastal regions from April 1 to August 14. These regulations are part of a nationwide initiative to safeguard marine 

biodiversity during peak spawning months. Outside of this time frame, regulations are a minimum size of 25 cm (10 

inches) with a 5 kg (11 lb) daily limit per angler (Sport Fishing Türkiye 2025). 

In the United States, the only state that has adopted regulations for Atlantic bonito is Massachusetts. In May of 2025, 

the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries enacted the first-ever size and possession limits for both false 

albacore (little tunny) and Atlantic bonito. The minimum size limit for both species is 16 inches curved FL and 

reflects the estimated size-at-maturity for both species. Additionally, retention is limited to no more than five fish per 

person per day of both species combined and apply only to fish caught and possessed in state waters (0-3 miles). 

These new limits apply universally to all persons whether commercially or recreationally fishing; however, there are 

bycatch exemptions for commercial fish weirs and mechanized mackerel jigging operations, as sorting and 

discarding the bycatch would be unduly burdensome for these fisheries. Massachusetts has seen considerable growth 

in the fishery without the benefit of stock assessments, extensive understanding of species life history, or fishery 

management plans (FMPs) to control fishing mortality. As a result, the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries 

chose to adopt these precautionary management measures until a time when a more robust science and management 

program is implemented. The new possession limits are designed to constrain recreational harvest approximately at 

current levels and discourage further expansion while curtailing the development of a directed commercial fishery 

(Commonwealth of Mass. DMF 2025).  

Currently, there are no rules for management in place for Atlantic bonito in any other states, but some states are 

considering management. Management is not currently being pursued, though it has been discussed by the Atlantic 

States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC), the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, and the Mid-

Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC). At the August 2016 MAFMC meeting, council staff 

recommended the Council consider developing management actions for the species in the future (including a 
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potential small tuna FMP), due to a high level of public concern for the species, particularly from the recreational 

sector. The ASMFC Interstate Fisheries Management Program Policy Board (Policy Board) tasked ASMFC staff in 

February 2022 to present an options paper on possible paths forward for management of Atlantic bonito and false 

albacore after concerns were raised regarding increased recreational harvest of juvenile fish in some state waters. 

Staff presented possible options for developing different paths to management for both Atlantic bonito and false 

albacore at the May 2023 ASMFC Policy Board meeting. The information also included the states’ ability to regulate 

a species and timing to implement measures without an ASMFC FMP. ASMFC staff noted that if additional species 

were added to the ASMFC portfolio, it would increase the workload for ASMFC and state staff, some of which are 

already at full capacity. Although some member states are interested in management measures for these species, 

ASMFC's Policy Board decided not to pursue management at the interstate level. Similarly, management of Atlantic 

bonito through a small tuna FMP has not been pursued yet by a federal management body. 

 

IV.   AUTHORITY 

North Carolina General Statutes 

§ 113-134. RULES. 

§ 113-182. REGULATION OF FISHING AND FISHERIES. 

§ 113-221.1. PROCLAMATIONS; EMERGENCY REVIEW. 

§ 143B-289.52. MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION – POWERS AND DUTIES. 

 

V.   DISCUSSION 

At its May 2024 business meeting, the NCMFC passed a motion to request N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries 

(NCDMF) staff develop an issue paper for Atlantic bonito management, including landings information and 

proposed rule language, using the previous sheepshead issue paper (February 11, 2013) as a model to follow. 

Discussions among commissioners noted concerns expressed by recreational stakeholders about angler behavior 

changing in targeting Atlantic bonito in more recent years and the potential need to implement a recreational bag 

limit. Further concerns expressed by the NCMFC identified limited information about Atlantic bonito in this part of 

the Atlantic Ocean and no measure of stock status for the population, and whether these recent increases in 

recreational catches may not be due to more fish, but rather due to changes in fishing tactics and new technologies 

available to recreational anglers to improve their success in catching Atlantic bonito when available in state waters. 

Commissioners did not express concern for commercial catches due to Atlantic bonito having a limited shelf life as a 

fresh product and not being desirable frozen as likely reasons behind no similar increase in commercial harvest. 

Potential waste of the resource was discussed, since there are no current limits on Atlantic bonito. The NCMFC also 

identified the need to learn more about the fisheries and develop rule language in order to implement regulations to 

get ahead of a potential problem. Commissioners continued discussions on Atlantic bonito at their August and 

November 2024, and May 2025 business meetings with an urgency to be proactive in their management and 

continued to stress the need to implement a bag limit in the recreational fishery.  

 

At the August 2025 NCMFC business meeting, NCDMF staff presented background information, which outlined 

life history and catch characteristics of Atlantic bonito. Commissioners discussed that Atlantic bonito appear to 

behave differently off southeast North Carolina than in other locations along the coast, showing preference for 

structure and pondered if these preferences are associated with spawning thereby making Atlantic bonito more 

vulnerable to harvest. Commissioners mentioned that the presentation illustrated the increasing trends in the 

recreational landings with smaller fish being caught in recent years and discussed the potential for implementing 

both a bag limit and possibly a size limit on the recreational sector. A commissioner stressed that in their own 

capture of Atlantic bonito the fish have a mouth-to-gills structure more like Spanish mackerel and therefore the 

hooks are often closer to the gills creating higher potential for release mortality. The commissioner therefore 

expressed hesitation to consider a size limit as it could increase discards. Smaller Atlantic bonito appear later in the 

season often mixed in with Spanish mackerel and regardless will result in the catch of smaller fish. The stated 

intention behind the NCMFC adopting a rule to delegate broad proclamation authority to the Fisheries Director is to 

implement a recreational bag limit soon after the rule becomes effective. The NCMFC passed a motion for NCDMF 

staff to bring proposed rulemaking language for a five-fish recreational bag limit per person for Atlantic bonito to its 

November 2025 business meeting. At the November 2025 NCMFC business meeting several proposed rulemaking 

options were presented, followed by a brief discussion of next steps in the rulemaking process.  
 

Summarizing the data described in detail above, landings from the recreational sector have increased in state waters 

over the last 10 years and North Carolina accounts for 22% of the overall coastwide landings. Additionally, trends in 

the number of recreationally harvested fish have increased while trends in the number of released fish have remained 

https://asmfc.org/events/2023-spring-meeting/#:~:text=The%20ASMFC%202023%20Spring%20Meeting,Crystal%20City%20in%20Arlington%2C%20VA.
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stable over this time. Currently, there is no targeted commercial fishery for Atlantic bonito in North Carolina. Due to 

the opportunistic nature of the fishery, commercial trips typically land less than 50 pounds per trip, with trips 

exceeding 300 pounds making up less than 5% of the total number of trips in state and federal waters. Further, there 

appears to be no biological concern for the Atlantic bonito stock since there is no evidence of size truncation in the 

commercial and recreational fisheries over the past decade, and most fish are caught at or above the L50 (15 inches 

FL) except in the most recent two years of recreational data (2023, 2024). Likewise, there is no biological evidence 

that higher harvest in recent years is sustainable. While these trends do not indicate the need for immediate 

management, it would be prudent to continue to monitor landings and collect additional biological information for 

this species. 

Management Options 

There are several potential options to address Atlantic bonito management: status quo with informal monitoring 

(Option 1), formal monitoring of Atlantic bonito landings and delegate proclamation authority to manage time, area, 

means and methods, season, size, and quantity (Option 2), delegate proclamation authority to manage time, area, 

means and methods, season, size, and quantity, with a maximum five-fish quantity constraint for the recreational bag 

limit (Option 3), or establish a permanent five-fish per person per day recreational bag limit to cap harvest and 

prevent further expansion of the Atlantic bonito recreational fishery, and otherwise delegate proclamation authority 

for management (Option 4). Options 3 and 4 are inclusive of the formal monitoring contained in Option 2. 

Option 1: Status Quo with Informal Monitoring 

Status quo would not provide for management of Atlantic bonito because the NCMFC does not have a 

corresponding rule to do so. Currently, there is no baseline stock assessment of Atlantic bonito, which means there is 

no scientific basis for setting catch limits or other harvest restrictions. However, there is no biological evidence that 

higher harvest in recent years is sustainable. In 2023 and 2024 approximately 59% of the Atlantic bonito harvested 

in the recreational fishery were less than the size at which 50% of the fish are mature (L50). Protecting fish so that 

they can reach spawning size is a common practice in fisheries management. If landings substantially increase there 

would be no rule in place to authorize the NCMFC or the Fisheries Director to implement management measures or 

address possible future user conflicts for Atlantic bonito. If the NCMFC selects Option 1, annual Atlantic bonito 

landings would continue to be tracked through the License and Statistics Annual Report, also known as the "Big 

Book", without the NCMFC needing to take formal action. However, this could result in landings substantially 

increasing without the NCMFC and NCDMF being aware of the trends or being able to address the trends if they 

were identified later. 

Option 2: Formal Monitoring with Delegation of Proclamation Authority 

Formal monitoring of landings by the NCDMF on an annual basis and the NCMFC adopting a rule that delegates 

authority to the Fisheries Director to issue a proclamation to address variable conditions in the Atlantic bonito 

fishery to manage time, area, means and methods, season, size, and quantity constitutes Option 2. Typically, size, 

and quantity in the form of commercial trip limit and recreational bag and/or vessel limits are the management 

measures used to reduce harvest and to ensure individuals can reach spawning size. However, if the management 

authority delegated to the Fisheries Director by the NCMFC is restricted to these management measures, the 

Fisheries Director would not be able to use time, area, means and methods, or season to manage harvest. In some 

instances, time, area, means and methods, or season management might be preferred management measures by 

fishermen or for the benefit of the resource. The proposed rule text for Option 2 includes formal monitoring and the 

additional constraint of NCMFC consent prior to issuance of a proclamation. Formal monitoring would mean 

annually providing a landings summary with trends in the fishery, length frequency distributions, updates on any 

biological studies, and any changes in management that may occur at the state and federal level to the NCMFC at its 

first business meeting after July 1, typically occurring in August. Including NCMFC consent in the rule provides the 

opportunity during a public meeting for the NCMFC to review and discuss the proposed issuance of a proclamation 

since there is no baseline stock assessment of Atlantic bonito and no FMP to address adaptive management when 

landings are variable year to year. As proposed, Option 2 would provide the Fisheries Director with the greatest 

scope of management measures to manage the Atlantic bonito fishery and flexibility to address variable conditions 

in the fishery, however, it does not address the NCMFC’s motion for a five-fish recreational bag limit. That said, 

Option 2 would provide a mechanism to implement a five-fish bag limit. It is also possible no management measures 

would be implemented. 

Option 3: Formal Monitoring with Delegation of Proclamation Authority with Quantity Constraint 
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A third option is for the NCMFC to adopt a rule that delegates authority to the Fisheries Director to issue a 

proclamation to address variable conditions in the Atlantic bonito fishery to manage time, area, means and methods, 

season, size, and quantity, not to exceed five fish per person per day for recreational purposes. It is important to note 

that the proposed rule text for Option 3 includes a constraint on the delegation of the NCMFC’s authority to the 

Fisheries Director to “specify quantity, not to exceed five fish per person per day for recreational purposes.” Setting 

a maximum ceiling on the recreational bag limit of five fish is consistent with the August 2025 NCMFC motion and 

serves to preserve the NCMFC’s stated intent over time and through changes of individual directors and 

commissioners. The flexibility to set a lower bag limit is preserved, to address variable conditions in the fishery. The 

proposed rule text for Option 3, like Option 2, includes formal monitoring and the constraint of NCMFC consent 

prior to issuance of a proclamation.  

 

Option 4: Formal Monitoring with a Five-Fish Bag Limit and Delegation of Proclamation Authority 

Lastly, Option 4 is identical to Option 3, except the five-fish recreational bag limit is proposed in the permanent rule 

itself. Delegation by the NCMFC to the Fisheries Director to issue a proclamation to manage “quantity” would be 

limited to the commercial fishery; the five-fish recreational bag limit would be set in permanent rule. If the NCMFC 

intends for the recreational bag limit to be set at exactly five fish, then the recreational bag limit is not considered 

variable and that requirement should be set in permanent rule. If conditions change in the future after the rule is 

adopted, the Fisheries Director could employ the existing authority in 15A NCAC 03I .0102 to suspend the text 

applicable to the recreational bag limit and then issue a proclamation with NCMFC consent for a recreational bag 

limit other than at five fish. As with options 2 and 3, the proposed rule text for Option 4 includes formal monitoring 

and the constraint of NCMFC consent prior to issuance of a proclamation.  

 

Summary 

As was discussed above, there is a lack of life history data for this species in the western Atlantic and having more 

data would be beneficial for informing any management decisions. Age and growth, sex and maturity, and tagging 

studies would help fill data gaps for Atlantic bonito in the western Atlantic. However, lack of funding at the state 

level makes these studies difficult to pursue. Currently, the American Saltwater Guides Association, in collaboration 

with the Nature Conservancy and North Carolina State University, has started several studies with the aim of 

addressing some of the coastwide data gaps, including stock structure and migration. Thus, implementing 

precautionary management measures until a time when a more robust science is available could be warranted. 

Although the NCDMF is not actively seeking proactive management of Atlantic bonito management currently, 

ongoing research on Atlantic bonito could provide more insight on the appropriateness of management in North 

Carolina and the rest of the U.S. Atlantic coast.  

 

In the context of the NCMFC's request to develop rulemaking language to manage Atlantic bonito, the NCDMF 

supports the use of recreational bag limits, recreational vessel limits, and commercial trip limits if the collected data 

indicates a need for such management. Annual review of Atlantic bonito landings would allow for consideration of 

other influencing factors that may cause the fisheries to expand in a calendar year and be considered an anomaly. 

Other influencing factors could include expanding markets for bait or food sources, an unusual year for Atlantic 

bonito movement into N.C. waters, or an expansion in the number of participants in the fisheries. Option 2 provides 

the Fisheries Director the greatest scope of management measures with flexibility to address variable conditions in 

the Atlantic bonito fishery and the opportunity for the NCMFC to review and discuss the proposed issuance of a 

proclamation. However, it does not address the NCMFC’s motion for a five-fish recreational bag limit even though a 

mechanism to implement it is provided. The proposed Option 3 does specify quantity, not to exceed five fish per 

person per day for recreational purposes, and the flexibility to set a lower bag limit is preserved to address variable 

conditions in the fishery. This would allow for the precautionary management and bag limit requested by the 

NCMFC and it would also consider the uncertainties in Atlantic bonito life history and stock status. Option 4 sets a 

five-fish recreational bag limit but in doing so does not readily provide as much flexibility in managing the Atlantic 

bonito fishery.  

 

Following the presentation of the proposed rule options at the November 2025 business meeting, one commissioner 

commented on their appreciation for the range of options that was presented and inclusion of the NCMFC consent 

prior to issuance of a proclamation. They mentioned that their intention with prior discussions on Atlantic bonito 

was to implement a five-fish recreational bag limit to start. However, after looking at all three of the proposed rule 

language options, they did not like the idea of being constrained to that number, and in their opinion, Option 2 

would provide adequate flexibility for a fishery that could see changes through time. The NCMFC is scheduled to 

vote on its preferred management option for Atlantic bonito management at the February 2026 NCMFC business 
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meeting. That action would enable NCDMF staff to complete the required economic analysis of any proposed rule 

option selected in spring 2026, with a vote by the NCMFC on approval of notice of text for rulemaking at its May 

2026 business meeting to formally begin the rulemaking process. 

VI. PROPOSED RULES

OPTION 2 1 

15A NCAC 03M .0524 is proposed for adoption as follows: 2 

3 

15A NCAC 03M .0524 ATLANTIC BONITO 4 

The Fisheries Director may, with prior consent of the Marine Fisheries Commission, by proclamation and pursuant to 5 

15A NCAC 03H .0103, impose any of the following requirements on the taking of Atlantic bonito: 6 

(1) specify time;7 

(2) specify area;8 

(3) specify means and methods;9 

(4) specify season;10 

(5) specify size; and11 

(6) specify quantity.12 

13 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52; 14 

Eff. April 1, 202715 

OR 

OPTION 3 1 

15A NCAC 03M .0524 is proposed for adoption as follows: 2 

3 

15A NCAC 03M .0524 ATLANTIC BONITO 4 

The Fisheries Director may, with prior consent of the Marine Fisheries Commission, by proclamation and pursuant to 5 

15A NCAC 03H .0103, impose any of the following requirements on the taking of Atlantic bonito: 6 

(1) specify time;7 

(2) specify area;8 

(3) specify means and methods;9 

(4) specify season;10 

(5) specify size; and11 

(6) specify quantity, not to exceed five fish per person per day for recreational purposes.12 

13 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52; 14 

Eff. April 1, 202715 
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OR 

OPTION 4 1 

15A NCAC 03M .0524 is proposed for adoption as follows: 2 

3 

15A NCAC 03M .0524 ATLANTIC BONITO 4 

(a) It shall be unlawful to possess more than five Atlantic bonito per person per day for recreational purposes.5 

(b)  The Fisheries Director may, with prior consent of the Marine Fisheries Commission, by proclamation and pursuant6 

to 15A NCAC 03H .0103, impose any of the following requirements on the taking of Atlantic bonito: 7 

(1) specify time;8 

(2) specify area;9 

(3) specify means and methods;10 

(4) specify season;11 

(5) specify size; and12 

(6) specify quantity, except as provided in Paragraph (a) of this Rule.13 

14 

History Note: Authority G.S. 113-134; 113-182; 113-221.1; 143B-289.52; 15 

Eff. (Pending legislative review pursuant to S.L. 2019-198). 16 

VII. PROPOSED MANAGEMENT OPTIONS

The following management options may be applied to Atlantic bonito: 

Management Options 

(+ Potential positive impact of action) 

(- Potential negative impact of action) 

Option 1: Status Quo - Informal monitoring of annual Atlantic bonito landings through the License and 

Statistics Annual Report (“Big Book”) 

+ No rule development for coastwide stock with limited data and unknown stock status

˗ Annual landings updates that track landings trends are unavailable 

˗ No rule in place for implementing management measures if landings substantially 

increase 

˗ Potential for overfishing stock since no regulations are protecting Atlantic bonito 

˗ Does not address request from NCMFC for five-fish recreational bag limit 

Option 2: Formally monitor Atlantic bonito landings, provide a landings summary (including trends in the 

fishery, length frequency distributions, updates on any biological studies, and any changes in 

management that may occur at the state and federal level), and adopt a rule delegating 

proclamation authority to the Fisheries Director, with prior consent of the NCMFC, to manage 

time, area, means and methods, season, size, and quantity, including commercial trip limit and 

recreational bag and/or vessel limits 

+ Rule in place for implementing management measures if landings substantially increase

+ Potential to address resource issues that can reduce probability of overfishing

+ Management measures can be quickly adapted due to changing conditions or

recommendations

+ Fisheries Director can address conflict or competition issues if issues develop among

fishermen
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+ Provides a mechanism to implement a five-fish recreational bag limit requested by the

NCMFC

˗ Rule development for coastwide stock with limited data and an unknown stock status

˗ Does not address request from NCMFC for five-fish recreational bag limit in rule

Option 3: Formally monitor Atlantic bonito landings, provide a landings summary (as described in Option 2 

above), and adopt a rule delegating proclamation authority to the Fisheries Director, with prior 

consent of the NCMFC, to manage time, area, means and methods, season, size, and quantity, 

including commercial trip limit and recreational bag and/or vessel limits, with a recreational bag 

limit not to exceed five fish per person per day 

+ Rule in place for implementing management measures if landings substantially increase

+ Potential to address resource issues that can reduce probability of overfishing

+ Management measures can be quickly adapted due to changing conditions or

recommendations

+ Fisheries Director can address conflict or competition issues if issues develop among

fishermen

+ Provides a mechanism to implement a five-fish recreational bag limit requested by the

NCMFC

+/- Maximum five-fish bag limit would cap recreational harvest, but would also limit access, 

and  would be based on limited data 

˗ Rule development for coastwide stock with limited data and an unknown stock status 

Option 4: Formally monitor Atlantic bonito landings, provide a landings summary (as described in Option 2 

above), and adopt a rule to set a five-fish recreational bag limit per person per day and delegate 

proclamation authority to the Fisheries Director, with prior consent of the NCMFC, to manage 

time, area, means and methods, season, size, and quantity, including commercial trip limit and 

recreational vessel limit

+ Rule in place for implementing management measures if landings substantially increase

+ Potential to address resource issues that can reduce probability of overfishing

+ Management measures can be quickly adapted due to changing conditions or

recommendations

+ Fisheries Director can address conflict or competition issues if issues develop among

fishermen

+ Addresses request from NCMFC for five-fish recreational bag limit

˗ Rule development for coastwide stock with limited data and an unknown stock status 

- Inclusion of “unlawful” language automatically subjects proposed rule to legislative

review process

Five-Fish Recreational Bag Limit 

+ May limit harvest if anglers begin keeping more than they currently do

˗ May increase discards

˗ May serve as a target or goal for anglers to retain more than they currently do

+/- Maximum five-fish bag limit would cap recreational harvest, but would also limit access,

and would be based on limited data 

+/˗ Economic impact on recreational fisheries 

VIII. RECOMMENDATION

The DMF recommends Option 2 because it provides the broadest range of management tools and the flexibility

needed to respond to changing fishery conditions.

Prepared by Jacqui Degan 

jacqui.degan@deq.nc.gov 

(252) 515-5639

September 11, 2025

mailto:jacqui.degan@deq.nc.gov
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Revised October 1, 2025 

October 30, 2025 

December 18, 2025 

January 28, 2026 
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IX. TABLES AND FIGURES

Tables

Table 1.  Recreational harvest (number of fish landed and weight in pounds) and releases (number of fish) and

commercial harvest (weight in pounds) of Atlantic bonito from North Carolina for the period 1994-2025. 

Data with an asterisk is preliminary (up to October for recreational and up to September for commercial) 

and not included in averages. PSE is Percent Standard Error. (Source: Marine Recreational Information 

Program and North Carolina Trip Ticket Program) 

Recreational Commercial 

Year # Landed PSE # Released PSE Weight Landed (lb) PSE Weight (lb) Total Weight (lb) 

1994 11,860 48.2 18,933 48.6 23,712 56.7 37,372 61,084 

1995 10,528 73.8 2,407 49.2 41,312 80.6 34,717 76,029 

1996 864 58.2 10,845 56.1 5,394 71.9 16,267 21,661 

1997 31,090 41.4 29,816 52.7 162,980 41.8 42,372 205,352 

1998 13,513 68.4 8,836 72.7 145,837 87.7 21,352 167,189 

1999 6,045 44.8 2,682 73 38,657 44.2 23,291 61,948 

2000 13,617 93.4 9,257 58.4 69,579 89.9 13,343 82,922 

2001 7,722 48.2 5,001 56.1 23,603 50.7 16,531 40,134 

2002 28,728 64 30,165 65.7 97,115 66.1 15,456 112,571 

2003 2,275 58.8 12,968 50.9 6,685 51.2 27,379 34,064 

2004 10,274 56.6 19,082 39.3 48,251 57.3 9,302 57,553 

2005 2,102 76.6 42,363 98.6 9,388 73.8 11,672 21,060 

2006 1,037 102.4 2,755 51.4 4,457 102.4 9,770 14,227 

2007 7,685 48.1 4,523 41.8 34,693 46.3 16,085 50,778 

2008 5,230 56.8 23,411 61.1 39,093 61.8 16,576 55,669 

2009 1,380 71.8 2,561 92.2 13,799 85.4 9,981 23,780 

2010 447 42.4 16,583 41.6 8,019 47.1 15,686 23,705 

2011 21,235 73.1 28,618 42.1 287,458 66.4 11,039 298,497 

2012 6,913 37.1 7,858 35.6 95,947 49.3 11,343 107,290 

2013 19,182 59.9 4,609 41.3 99,252 55.4 10,506 109,758 

2014 18,379 49.3 59,926 62.7 91,227 53.6 9,081 100,308 

2015 16,973 44.8 1,325 60.8 102,408 42.8 20,989 123,397 

2016 3,411 64.7 10,196 45.2 22,127 60.3 14,838 36,965 

2017 1,999 45.6 40,094 75.6 9,579 53 11,345 20,924 

2018 12,577 42.5 11,745 66.4 42,879 49.7 13,848 56,727 

2019 35,875 66.6 24,033 66.1 122,931 48.6 14,045 136,976 

2020 52,337 50.9 23,818 55.3 179,803 47.9 15,926 195,729 

2021 20,178 26.6 7,793 44.5 104,789 29.1 7,351 112,140 

2022 12,301 45.4 11,763 70.7 70,411 45.7 6,576 76,987 

2023 72,973 40.4 31,930 70.4 268,260 36.8 17,876 286,136 

2024 61,813 34.4 7,513 48.6 130,686 43.2 12,100 142,786 

2025 96,013* 26.9* 36,892* 27.5* 303,905* 28.6* 32,326* 336,231* 

Average 16,469 56 16,562 58 77,430 58 16,581 94,011 

A PSE value greater than 50 indicates very imprecise estimates. 

A PSE value between 30 and 50 indicates using the data with caution. 

A PSE value less than 30 indicates estimates have a relatively low margin of error. 
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Table 2. Coastwide recreational landings and releases (numbers of fish) by state, 2011-2024. (Source: Marine Recreational Information Program) 

Landings 

State 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Massachusetts 14,556 12,460 0 30,620 11,521 1,283 2,732 24,139 68,356 27,580 8,700 55,620 12,170 158,770 

Rhode Island 0 11 8,944 1,282 1,245 0 10,277 10,947 32,643 10,590 2,949 1,186 23,891 80,315 

Connecticut 0 0 0 3,181 0 847 375 2,626 12,113 5 351 0 1,275 2,170 

New York 0 0 0 6,031 11,938 0 41 0 7,453 3,770 2,015 0 25,921 4,708 

New Jersey 6,983 0 17,830 60,979 0 9,487 53,719 13,119 92,962 13,631 6,294 34,471 27,179 67,779 

Delaware 0 0 0 140 0 0 0 643 124 0 0 0 571 2,450 

Maryland 4,921 0 104 15 0 0 24 3,789 529 158 0 0 4,576 6,388 

Virginia 4 0 0 0 121 0 310 1,940 0 1,931 0 74 2,803 1,406 

North Carolina 21,235 6,913 19,182 18,379 16,973 3,411 1,999 12,577 35,875 52,337 20,178 12,301 72,973 61,813 

South Carolina 0 6 0 0 0 131 0 2,488 1,509 102 2,021 0 751 34,584 

Georgia 301 811 0 0 329 0 0 981 1,148 119 0 0 1,273 8,400 

Florida 0 0 0 0 0 259 0 19 0 0 0 264 0 5,798 

Grand Total 48,000 20,201 46,060 120,627 42,127 15,418 69,477 73,268 252,712 110,223 42,508 103,916 173,383 434,581 

Releases 

State 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Massachusetts 0 251 2,192 41,634 12,983 13,377 242 378,413 23,917 20,509 96,060 99,491 10,913 427,466 

Rhode Island 0 0 10,544 9,254 5,315 23,193 503 26,211 34,741 7,337 5,094 4,467 27,653 70,918 

Connecticut 0 0 0 1,389 0 6,045 0 10,086 21,662 0 25 1,103 6,343 6,937 

New York 0 0 534 1,429 4,561 0 2,012 1,527 11,999 9,448 3,504 28,170 7,618 74,471 

New Jersey 0 0 60,412 175,714 0 0 5,623 12,571 8,388 17,562 17,363 218,590 25,322 185,142 

Delaware 0 0 0 619 0 0 0 1,648 15 2 0 0 88 3,440 

Maryland 0 0 0 1,645 0 0 4,873 4,153 5,009 0 0 0 0 2,181 

Virginia 4,957 0 0 0 0 0 59 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 

North Carolina 28,618 7,858 4,609 59,926 1,325 10,196 40,094 11,745 24,033 23,818 7,793 11,763 31,930 7,513 

South Carolina 0 6,181 45,664 2,200 458 2,447 8,949 4,477 3,689 0 656 0 0 902 

Georgia 0 0 0 0 0 0 171 0 249 15,362 0 0 2,273 1,306 

Florida 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Grand Total 33,575 14,290 123,955 293,810 24,642 55,258 62,526 450,831 133,702 94,038 130,495 363,584 112,140 780,281 
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Table 3.  North Carolina commercial landings in pounds by gear and value, 1994-2024. (Source: North Carolina 

Trip Ticket Program) 

  Gear       

Year Gill Nets Hook & Line Other* Total Value Price/Pound 

1994 30,848 5,742 782 37,372 $14,201 $0.38 

1995 29,576 4,999 143 34,717 $6,943 $0.20 

1996 5,880 10,015 372 16,267 $3,843 $0.24 

1997 35,689 6,119 564 42,372 $9,455 $0.22 

1998 17,030 4,260 63 21,352 $24,199 $1.13 

1999 11,083 12,196 12 23,291 $20,832 $0.89 

2000 6,240 7,089 14 13,343 $18,798 $1.41 

2001 11,814 4,689 28 16,531 $10,433 $0.63 

2002 5,058 10,384 14 15,456 $11,741 $0.76 

2003 19,494 7,763 122 27,379 $18,563 $0.68 

2004 5,521 3,706 76 9,302 $9,086 $0.98 

2005 174 10,898 600 11,672 $7,286 $0.62 

2006 5,501 4,099 170 9,770 $10,503 $1.08 

2007 4,382 11,683 20 16,085 $20,403 $1.27 

2008 8,310 8,101 165 16,576 $19,937 $1.20 

2009 3,359 6,422 200 9,981 $14,060 $1.41 

2010 12,985 2,435 266 15,686 $20,152 $1.28 

2011 5,160 4,890 989 11,039 $20,041 $1.82 

2012 7,173 3,879 291 11,343 $15,833 $1.40 

2013 2,666 7,721 119 10,506 $15,460 $1.47 

2014 3,969 4,771 341 9,081 $14,386 $1.58 

2015 13,100 7,664 225 20,989 $32,905 $1.57 

2016 10,487 4,346 6 14,838 $26,780 $1.80 

2017 7,084 4,130 131 11,345 $20,261 $1.79 

2018 8,248 5,552 48 13,848 $25,228 $1.82 

2019 10,256 3,705 84 14,045 $15,556 $1.11 

2020 10,824 5,062 41 15,926 $12,835 $0.81 

2021 4,649 2,646 56 7,351 $16,620 $2.26 

2022 4,689 1,775 112 6,576 $12,544 $1.91 

2023 15,744 1,972 160 17,876 $30,287 $1.69 

2024 8,583 3,279 238 12,100 $19,733 $1.63 

*Other gear includes seines, trawls, and pound nets    
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Table 4. North Carolina commercial Atlantic bonito percent harvest (pounds per trip), based on daily landings and 

gear, 2005-2024. Note: Other gears not shown due to data confidentiality. (Source: North Carolina Trip 

Ticket Program) 

Figures 

Figure 1.  North Carolina commercial and recreational Atlantic bonito landings (pounds), 1994-2024, with the time 

series average, represented by a dashed line, for both sectors (Recreational average: 77,430 pounds; 

Commercial average: 16,581 pounds). Data for 2025 is preliminary (up to October for recreational and 

up to September for commercial) and not included in the time series average. The light gray shading 

represents 95% confidence intervals. (Source: North Carolina Trip Ticket Program and Marine 

Recreational Information Program) 

State Federal Overall 

Pounds per 

trip Gill Net 

Hook 

& Line All Gears Gill Net 

Hook 

& Line All Gears Gill Net 

Hook 

& Line All Gears 

≤ 50 79% 49% 76% 91% 73% 79% 81% 69% 77% 

51-100 11% 21% 12% 5% 14% 11% 10% 15% 11% 

101-150 4% 12% 5% 1% 5% 3% 3% 6% 4% 

151-200 2% 5% 2% 1% 3% 3% 2% 4% 2% 

201-300 2% 6% 2% 1% 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 

301-400 1% 3% 1% 0% 2% 1% 1% 2% 1% 

401-500 0% 2% 1% 0% 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 

501-1,000 1% 2% 1% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 

>1,000 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
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Figure 2.  North Carolina recreational Atlantic bonito landings (pounds) by sampling period (wave) and fishing area 

(state (0-3 miles) and federal waters (>3 miles)), 2005-2024. Landings from January and February are in 

single digits. The black lines represent 95% confidence intervals. (Source: Marine Recreational 

Information Program) 

 

Figure 3.  North Carolina recreational harvest (numbers) by fishing mode, 2011-2024. The black lines represent 

95% confidence intervals. (Source: Marine Recreational Information Program) 
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Figure 4.  Directed recreational trips in North Carolina in state (0-3 miles) and federal (>3 miles) waters, 2011-

2024. The black lines represent 95% confidence intervals. (Source: Marine Recreational Information 

Program) 

Figure 5.  North Carolina recreational Atlantic bonito landings and releases by water classification, 2011-2024. The 

black lines represent 95% confidence intervals. (Source: Marine Recreational Information Program) 
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Figure 6.  Coastwide and North Carolina recreational Atlantic bonito landings (pounds; A), and average landings, 

1994-2024 (pounds; B). The black lines represent 95% confidence intervals. (Source: Marine 

Recreational Information Program) 

 

 

A 

B 



- 19 -

Figure 7.  Coastwide recreational landings (numbers of fish) by region, 2005-2024. The black lines represent 95% 

confidence intervals. (Source: Marine Recreational Information Program) 

Figure 8.  South Atlantic recreational landings (pounds) by state, 2011-2024. The shaded areas represent 95% 

confidence intervals. (Source: Marine Recreational Information Program) 
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Figure 9.  Coastwide and North Carolina recreational Atlantic bonito releases (number of fish), 1994-2024. The 

black lines represent 95% confidence intervals. (Source: Marine Recreational Information Program) 

 

 

Figure 10.  Recreational length frequency (fork length, inches) of harvested Atlantic bonito, 2015-2024. (Source: 

Marine Recreational Information Program) 
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Figure 11.  Total North Carolina commercial landings by month, 2005-2024. (Source: North Carolina Trip Ticket 

Program) 

Figure 12.  North Carolina commercial Atlantic bonito landings (pounds) by state (0-3 miles) and federal waters (>3 

miles), 1994-2024. (Source: North Carolina Trip Ticket Program) 
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Figure 13.  Coastwide and North Carolina commercial Atlantic bonito landings (pounds; A), and average landings, 

1994-2024 (pounds; B). (Source: Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program and North Carolina 

Trip Ticket Program) 

A 

B 
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Figure 14.  Coastwide commercial landings (pounds) by subregion, 2005-2024. (Source: Atlantic Coastal 

Cooperative Statistics Program) 

Figure 15.  South Atlantic commercial landings (pounds) by state, 2015-2024. Florida and Georgia reported no 

landings during this time frame. (Source: Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program) 
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Figure 16.  North Carolina commercial Atlantic bonito length frequency distribution, 2015-2024. (Source: NCDMF 

fish house sampling data) 
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Agency - Marine Fisheries Commission - Wildlife Resources Commission
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SUBCHAPTER 03H – 
SCOPE OF 
MANAGEMENT

SECTION .0100 – 
SCOPE OF 
MANAGEMENT

15A NCAC 03H .0102 SCOPE OF MANAGEMENT Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03H .0103 PROCLAMATIONS, GENERAL Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03I – 
GENERAL RULES

SECTION .0100 – 
GENERAL RULES

15A NCAC 03I .0101 DEFINITIONS Amended Eff. March 24, 2025 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0102 TEMPORARY SUSPENSION 
OF RULES

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0103 CONFISCATION AND 
DISPOSITION

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0104 INTRODUCE, TRANSFER, OR 
HOLD IMPORTED MARINE 
AND ESTUARINE 
ORGANISMS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0105 LEAVING DEVICES 
UNATTENDED

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0107 ENDANGERED OR 
THREATENED SPECIES

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0108 OCEAN FISHING PIERS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0109 RESEARCH SANCTUARIES Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0110 MILITARY DANGER ZONES 
AND RESTRICTED AREAS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0113 DATA COLLECTION Amended Eff. March 24, 2025 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03I .0114 RECORDKEEPING 

REQUIREMENTS
Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0115 REPLACEMENT COSTS OF
MARINE AND ESTUARINE 
RESOURCES 

‑

 FISH

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0116 CORAL AND LIVE ROCK Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0118 DISPOSAL OF EVIDENCE Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03I .0119 PROHIBITED FISHING 

ACTIVITY DUE TO PUBLIC 
HEALTH OR SAFETY

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0120 POSSESSION OR 
TRANSPORTATION LIMITS 
THROUGH STATE WATERS; 
SALE OF NATIVE SPECIES

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0121 MAPS AND MARKING Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018.

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03I .0122 USER CONFLICT RESOLUTION Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03J 
NETS, POTS, 
DREDGES, AND 
OTHER FISHING 
DEVICES

SECTION .0100  NET 
RULES, GENERAL

15A NCAC 03J .0101 FIXED OR STATIONARY NETS Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0102 NETS OR NET STAKES Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03J .0103 GILL NETS, SEINES, 

IDENTIFICATION, 
RESTRICTIONS

Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0104 TRAWL NETS Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03J .0105 PURSE SEINES Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03J .0106 CHANNEL NETS Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03J .0108 NETS PULLED BY MORE 

THAN ONE VESSEL
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0109 LONG HAUL AND SWIPE NET 
REQUIREMENTS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

G.S. 150B-21.3A Report for 15 NCAC 03, MARINE FISHERIES

Comment Period - March 2 - May 1, 2026
Date Submitted to APO - Filled in by RRC staff

Agency - Marine Fisheries Commission



Subchapter Rule Section Rule Citation Rule Name
Date and Last Agency Action 

on the Rule
Agency Determination [150B-

21.3A(c)(1)a]

Required to Implement or Conform 
to Federal Regulation [150B-

21.3A(d1)]
Federal Regulation Citation

Public Comment Received [150B-
21.3A(c)(1)]

Agency Determination Following 
Public Comment [150B-21.3A(c)(1)]

RRC Determination of Public 
Comments [150B-21.3A(c)(2)

RRC Final Determination of Status 
of Rule for Report to APO [150B-

21.3A(c)(2)]
OAH Next Steps

G.S. 150B-21.3A Report for 15 NCAC 03, MARINE FISHERIES

Comment Period - March 2 - May 1, 2026
Date Submitted to APO - Filled in by RRC staff

Agency - Marine Fisheries Commission

15A NCAC 03J .0110 SEINES Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03J .0111 FYKE OR HOOP NETS Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0200  NET 
RULES, SPECIFIC 
AREAS

15A NCAC 03J .0202 ATLANTIC OCEAN Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0203 CHOWAN RIVER AND 
MEHERRIN RIVER

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0204 CURRITUCK SOUND AND ITS 
TRIBUTARIES

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0206 SOUTHPORT BOAT HARBOR Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0207 NUCLEAR PLANT INTAKE 
CANAL

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0208 NEW RIVER Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03J .0209 ALBEMARLE SOUND AND 

CHOWAN RIVER RIVER 
HERRING MANAGEMENT 
AREAS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0300 - 
POTS, DREDGES, 
AND OTHER FISHING 
DEVICES

15A NCAC 03J .0301 POTS Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0302 RECREATIONAL USE OF POTS Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0303 DREDGES AND MECHANICAL 
METHODS PROHIBITED

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0304 ELECTRICAL FISHING DEVICE 
IN CAPE FEAR RIVER

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0305 TROTLINES (MULTIPLE HOOK 
OR MULTIPLE BAIT)

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0306 HOOK AND LINE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
SECTION .0400 
FISHING GEAR

15A NCAC 03J .0401 FISHING GEAR Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0402 FISHING GEAR RESTRICTIONS Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0404 OCEAN ARTIFICIAL REEF 
GEAR RESTRICTIONS

Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0500 – 
POUND NETS

15A NCAC 03J .0501 DEFINITIONS AND 
STANDARDS FOR POUND 
NETS AND POUND NET SETS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0502 POUND NET SET PERMIT 
APPLICATION AND 
PROCESSING

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0503 POUND NET SET PERMIT 
RENEWAL

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0504 POUND NET SET PERMIT 
TRANSFER

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03J .0505 POUND NET SET PERMIT 
CONDITIONS

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03K - 
OYSTERS, CLAMS, 
SCALLOPS, AND 
MUSSELS

SECTION .0100 – 
SHELLFISH, GENERAL

15A NCAC 03K .0101 PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES IN 
POLLUTED SHELLFISH AREAS

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0102 RAKES PROHIBITED Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03K .0103 SHELLFISH MANAGEMENT 

AREAS
Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0105 RECREATIONAL HARVEST OF 
SHELLFISH

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0106 TAKING OR UNLOADING 
OYSTERS AND CLAMS ON 
SUNDAY OR AT NIGHT

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0107 DEPURATION OF CLAMS 
AND OYSTERS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0108 DREDGES AND MECHANICAL 
METHODS PROHIBITED

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0109 SHELLFISH HARVEST TAGS Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03K .0110 PUBLIC HEALTH AND 

CONTROL OF OYSTERS, 
CLAMS, SCALLOPS, AND 
MUSSELS

Amended Eff. August 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0200 – 
OYSTERS

15A NCAC 03K .0201 OYSTER HARVEST 
MANAGEMENT

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0202 CULLING REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OYSTERS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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15A NCAC 03K .0204 MECHANICAL METHODS FOR 
OYSTERING PROHIBITED

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0205 MARKETING OYSTERS TAKEN 
FROM A SHELLFISH LEASE OR 
FRANCHISE

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0207 OYSTER SIZE AND HARVEST 
LIMIT EXEMPTIONS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0208 SEED OYSTER MANAGEMENT 
AREAS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0209 OYSTER SANCTUARIES Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
SECTION .0300 
HARD CLAMS 
(MERCENARIA)

15A NCAC 03K .0301 SIZE AND HARVEST LIMITS 
OF CLAMS

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0302 MECHANICAL HARVEST OF 
CLAMS FROM PUBLIC 
BOTTOM

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0304 PROHIBITED TAKING OF 
CLAMS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0305 CLAM SIZE AND HARVEST 
LIMIT EXEMPTIONS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0400  
RANGIA CLAMS

15A NCAC 03K .0402 SIZE AND HARVEST LIMITS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0404 DREDGES AND MECHANICAL 
METHODS PROHIBITED AND 
OPEN SEASON

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0500 - 
SCALLOPS

15A NCAC 03K .0501 BAY SCALLOP HARVEST 
MANAGEMENT

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0502 TAKING BAY SCALLOPS AT 
NIGHT AND ON WEEKENDS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0503 BAY SCALLOP DREDGE 
PROHIBITED

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0504 CALICO SCALLOP HARVEST 
MANAGEMENT

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0505 SEA SCALLOPS SIZE LIMIT 
AND TOLERANCE

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0507 MARKETING SCALLOPS 
TAKEN FROM A SHELLFISH 
LEASE OR FRANCHISE

Amended Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03K .0508 SCALLOP AQUACULTURE 
HARVEST EXEMPTIONS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03L – 
SHRIMP, CRAB, AND 
LOBSTER

SECTION .0100 - 
SHRIMP

15A NCAC 03L .0101 SHRIMP HARVEST 
RESTRICTIONS

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03L .0102 WEEKEND SHRIMPING 
PROHIBITED

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03L .0103 PROHIBITED NETS, MESH 
LENGTHS, AND AREAS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03L .0105 RECREATIONAL SHRIMP 
LIMITS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0200 – 
CRAB

15A NCAC 03L .0201 CRAB HARVEST 
RESTRICTIONS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03L .0202 CRAB TRAWLING Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03L .0203 CRAB DREDGING Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03L .0204 CRAB POTS Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03L .0205 CRAB SPAWNING 

SANCTUARIES
Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03L .0207 HORSESHOE CRABS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03L .0208 STONE CRABS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03L .0210 REPACKING OF FOREIGN 

CRAB MEAT PROHIBITED
Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0300 – 
LOBSTER

15A NCAC 03L .0301 AMERICAN LOBSTER 
(NORTHERN LOBSTER)

Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03L .0302 SPINY LOBSTER Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
SUBCHAPTER 03M - 
FINFISH

SECTION .0100 – 
FINFISH, GENERAL

15A NCAC 03M .0101 MUTILATED FINFISH Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03M .0102 UNMARKETABLE FINFISH Readopted April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0103 MINIMUM SIZE LIMITS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0200 
STRIPED BASS

15A NCAC 03M .0201 STRIPED BASS 
REQUIREMENTS; GENERAL

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03M .0202 STRIPED BASS SEASON, SIZE, 
AND HARVEST LIMIT: 
INTERNAL WATERS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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15A NCAC 03M .0204 STRIPED BASS SEASON, SIZE, 
AND HARVEST LIMIT: 
ATLANTIC OCEAN

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03M .0205 STRIPED BASS; PROHIBITED 
TRAWLING

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0300 - 
SPANISH AND KING 
MACKEREL

15A NCAC 03M .0302 PURSE GILL NET PROHIBITED Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0500 – 
OTHER FINFISH

15A NCAC 03M .0501 RED DRUM Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03M .0502 MULLET Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0503 FLOUNDER Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0506 SNAPPER GROUPER 

COMPLEX
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03M .0507 BILLFISH Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0508 STURGEON Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 

is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03M .0509 TARPON Readopted Eff. March 17, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0510 AMERICAN EEL Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0512 COMPLIANCE WITH FISHERY 

MANAGEMENT PLANS
Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03M .0513 RIVER HERRING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0515 DOLPHIN Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0517 WAHOO Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0518 KINGFISHES (SEA MULLET) Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0519 SHAD Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0520 TUNA Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0521 SHEEPSHEAD Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03M .0522 SPOTTED SEATROUT Eff. May 1, 2017 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03N - 
FISH HABITAT AREAS

15A NCAC 03N .0101 SCOPE AND PURPOSE Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03N .0103 NURSERY AREA BOUNDARIES Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03N .0104 PROHIBITED GEAR, PRIMARY 
NURSERY AREAS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03N .0105 PROHIBITED GEAR, 
SECONDARY NURSERY 
AREAS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03N .0106 ANADROMOUS FISH 
SPAWNING AREA 
BOUNDARIES

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03O - 
LICENSES, LEASES, 
FRANCHISES, AND 
PERMITS

SECTION .0100 - 
LICENSES

15A NCAC 03O .0101 PROCEDURES AND 
REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN 
LICENSES, ENDORSEMENTS, 
AND COMMERCIAL FISHING 
VESSEL REGISTRATIONS

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0102 PROCEDURES AND 
REQUIREMENTS TO RENEW 
LICENSES, ENDORSEMENTS, 
AND COMMERCIAL FISHING 
VESSEL REGISTRATIONS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0103 AUXILIARY VESSELS Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03O .0104 COMMERCIAL UNLOADING 

OF FISH
Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0105 REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MUSSEL DEALERS

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0106 DISPLAY OF LICENSES AND 
REGISTRATIONS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0107 LICENSE REPLACEMENT AND 
FEES

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0108 LICENSE AND COMMERCIAL 
FISHING VESSEL 
REGISTRATION TRANSFERS

Readopted Eff. March 17, 2021

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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15A NCAC 03O .0109 ASSIGNMENT OF STANDARD 
COMMERCIAL FISHING 
LICENSE

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0110 LICENSE REFUNDS Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03O .0111 SURRENDER OF LICENSES Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03O .0112 FOR-HIRE LICENSE 

REQUIREMENTS
Amended Eff. March 24, 2025 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0113 OCEAN FISHING PIER 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0114 SUSPENSION, REVOCATION, 
AND REISSUANCE OF 
LICENSES

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0200 – 
SHELLFISH LEASES 
AND FRANCHISES

15A NCAC 03O .0201 STANDARDS AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SHELLFISH LEASES AND 
FRANCHISES

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0202 SHELLFISH LEASE 
APPLICATIONS

Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0203 SHELLFISH LEASE 
APPLICATION PROCESSING

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0204 MARKING SHELLFISH LEASES 
AND FRANCHISES

Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0205 SHELLFISH LEASE RENEWAL Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03O .0206 SHELLFISH LEASE 

APPLICATION: REQUEST FOR 
REVIEW

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0207 SHELLFISH LEASE AND 
FRANCHISE PRODUCTION 
REPORTS

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0208 TERMINATION PROCEDURES 
FOR SHELLFISH LEASES AND 
FRANCHISES

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0209 ASSIGNMENT OF SHELLFISH 
LEASES AND FRANCHISES

Readopted Eff. July 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0210 STANDARDS AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
FRANCHISES

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0211 FISHING GEAR 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SHELLFISH LEASES AND 
FRANCHISES

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0300 – 
RECREATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL GEAR 
LICENSES

15A NCAC 03O .0301 ELIGIBILITY AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
RECREATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL GEAR 
LICENSES

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0302 AUTHORIZED GEAR FOR 
RECREATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL GEAR 
LICENSES

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0303 POSSESSION LIMITS FOR 
RECREATIONAL 
COMMERCIAL GEAR 
LICENSES

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0400 – 
STANDARD 
COMMERCIAL 
FISHING LICENSE 
ELIGIBILITY

15A NCAC 03O .0401 STANDARD COMMERCIAL 
FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY 
BOARD

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0402 STANDARD COMMERCIAL 
FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY 
APPLICATION PROCESS

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0403 STANDARD COMMERCIAL 
FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY 
BOARD REVIEW

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0404 STANDARD COMMERCIAL 
FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY 
CRITERIA

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0405 STANDARD COMMERCIAL 
FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY 
POOL APPLICATION 
DOCUMENTATION

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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15A NCAC 03O .0406 STANDARD COMMERCIAL 
FISHING LICENSE ELIGIBILITY 
POOL CERTIFICATION

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0500 - 
PERMITS

15A NCAC 03O .0501 PROCEDURES AND 
REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN 
PERMITS

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0502 GENERAL PERMIT 
CONDITIONS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0503 PERMIT CONDITIONS; 
SPECIFIC

Amended Eff. March 24, 2025 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0504 SUSPENSION AND 
REVOCATION OF PERMITS

Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03O .0506 SPECIAL PERMIT REQUIRED 
FOR SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT 
PURPOSES

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03P - 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES

SECTION .0100 - 
HEARING 
PROCEDURES

15A NCAC 03P .0101 LICENSE, PERMIT, OR 
CERTIFICATE DENIAL: 
REQUEST FOR REVIEW

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03P .0102 CONTESTED CASE HEARING 
PROCEDURES

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0200 - 
DECLARATORY 
RULINGS

15A NCAC 03P .0201 DECLARATORY RULINGS: 
GENERALLY

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03P .0202 PROCEDURE FOR 
REQUESTING DECLARATORY 
RULINGS

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03P .0203 DISPOSITION OF REQUESTS 
FOR DECLARATORY RULING

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0300 - 
PETITIONS FOR 
RULEMAKING

15A NCAC 03P .0301 FORM AND CONTENTS OF 
PETITIONS FOR 
RULEMAKING

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03P .0302 REVIEW OF RULEMAKING 
PETITIONS BY A COMMITTEE 
OF THE COMMISSION

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03P .0303 PRESENTATION OF 
RULEMAKING PETITIONS TO 
THE COMMISSION

Readopted Eff. June 1 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03Q - 
JURISDICTION OF 
AGENCIES: 
CLASSIFICATION OF 
WATERS

SECTION .0200 - 
BOUNDARY LINES: 
COASTAL-JOINT-
INLAND FISHING 
WATERS

15A NCAC 03Q .0201 SPECIFIC CLASSIFICATION OF 
WATERS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03Q .0202 DESCRIPTIVE BOUNDARIES 
FOR COASTAL-JOINT-INLAND 
WATERS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SUBCHAPTER 03R 
DESCRIPTIVE 
BOUNDARIES

SECTION .0100 - 
DESCRIPTIVE 
BOUNDARIES

15A NCAC 03R .0101 SEA TURTLE SANCTUARY Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0102 MILITARY DANGER ZONES 
AND RESTRICTED AREAS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0103 PRIMARY NURSERY AREAS Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0104 PERMANENT SECONDARY 
NURSERY AREAS

Amended Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0105 SPECIAL SECONDARY 
NURSERY AREAS

Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0106 TRAWL NETS PROHIBITED Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0107 DESIGNATED POT AREAS Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0108 MECHANICAL METHODS 
PROHIBITED TO TAKE 
OYSTERS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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15A NCAC 03R .0109 TAKING CRABS WITH 
DREDGES

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0110 CRAB SPAWNING 
SANCTUARIES

Amended Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0111 PURSE SEINES PROHIBITED Amended Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03R .0112 ATTENDED GILL NET AREAS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2019 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03R .0113 POUND NET SET PROHIBITED 

AREAS
Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0114 SHRIMP TRAWL PROHIBITED 
AREAS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0115 ANADROMOUS FISH 
SPAWNING AREAS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0116 DESIGNATED SEED OYSTER 
MANAGEMENT AREAS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0117 OYSTER SANCTUARIES Amended Eff. August 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 03R .0118 CRAB HARVEST 

MANAGEMENT AREAS
Amended Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0119 OCEAN ARTIFICIAL REEFS Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
SECTION .0200 – 
FISHERY 
MANAGEMENT 
AREAS

15A NCAC 03R .0201 STRIPED BASS 
MANAGEMENT AREAS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 03R .0202 RIVER HERRING 
MANAGEMENT AREAS

Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule 
is necessary without substantive 
public interest Eff. January 9, 2018

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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SUBCHAPTER 10C 
INLAND FISHING 
REGULATIONS

SECTION .0100  
JURISDICTION OF 
AGENCIES: 
CLASSIFICATION OF 
WATERS

15A NCAC 10C .0101 SCOPE AND PURPOSE Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0102 INLAND FISHING WATERS Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0103 COASTAL FISHING WATERS Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0104 JOINT FISHING WATERS Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0105 POSTING DIVIDING LINES Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0106 APPLICABILITY OF RULES: 
JOINT FISHING WATERS

Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0107 SPECIAL REGULATIONS: 
JOINT FISHING WATERS

Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0108 SPECIFIC CLASSIFICATION OF 
WATERS

Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0109 PROTECTION OF SEA 
TURTLES

Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0110 MANAGEMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
ESTUARINE STRIPED BASS IN 
JOINT FISHING WATERS

Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 10C .0111 IMPLEMENTATION OF 
ESTUARINE STRIPED BASS 
MANAGEMENT PLANS: 
RECREATIONAL FISHING

Readopted Eff. September 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

G.S. 150B-21.3A Report for 15A NCAC 10C - Section .0100, INLAND FISHING REGULATIONS

Comment Period - March 2 - May 1, 2026
Date Submitted to APO - Filled in by RRC staff

Agency - Wildlife Resources Commission and Marine Fisheries Commission
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SUBCHAPTER 18A 
SANITATION

SECTION .0100 – 
HANDLING, 
PACKING, AND 
SHIPPING OF 
CRUSTACEA MEAT

15A NCAC 18A .0134 DEFINITIONS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0135 PERMITS Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0136 APPLICABILITY OF RULES Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0137 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OPERATION

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0138 SUPERVISION Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0139 FACILITY FLOODING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0140 FLOORS Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0141 WALLS AND CEILINGS Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0142 LIGHTING Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0143 VENTILATION Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0144 INSECT CONTROL Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0145 RODENT AND ANIMAL 
CONTROL

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0146 PREMISES Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0147 WATER SUPPLY Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0148 ICE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0149 PLUMBING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0150 SEWAGE DISPOSAL Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0151 TOILETS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0152 SOLID WASTE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0153 PERSONAL HYGIENE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0154 EMPLOYEES' PERSONAL 

ARTICLES
Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0155 SUPPLY STORAGE Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0156 EQUIPMENT AND UTENSIL 

CONSTRUCTION
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0157 FACILITY AND EQUIPMENT 
SANITATION

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0158 EQUIPMENT STORAGE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0159 SEPARATION OF 

OPERATIONS
Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0160 RAW CRUSTACEA RECEIVING 
AND REFRIGERATION

Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0161 CRUSTACEA COOKING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0162
COOKED CRUSTACEA 
AIR COOL

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0163 COOKED CRUSTACEA 
REFRIGERATION

Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0164 COOKED CRUSTACEA 
PICKING

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0165 PACKING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0166 PICKED CRUSTACEA MEAT 

REFRIGERATION
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0167 DELIVERY WINDOW OR 
SHELF

Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0168 SINGLE SERVICE 
CONTAINERS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0169 FREEZING Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0170 SHIPPING Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0171 WHOLE CRUSTACEA OR 

CRUSTACEA PRODUCTS
Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

G.S. 150B-21.3A Report for 15A NCAC 18A, Sections .0100, .0300 - .0900, and .3400, SANITATION

Comment Period - March 2 - May 1, 2026
Date Submitted to APO - Filled in by RRC staff

Agency - Marine Fisheries Commission
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15A NCAC 18A .0172 COOKED CLAW SHIPPING 
CONDITIONS

Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0173 REPACKING Readopted Eff. August 23, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0174 PASTEURIZATION PROCESS 

CONTROLS  
THERMOMETERS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0175 PREPARATION OF 
CRUSTACEA MEAT FOR 
PASTEURIZATION

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0176 PASTEURIZATION OF 
CRUSTACEA MEAT

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0177 LABELING OF PASTEURIZED 
CRUSTACEA MEAT

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0178 INTERFACILITY 
PASTEURIZATION 
PROCEDURES

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0179 RECALL PROCEDURE Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0180 SAMPLING AND TESTING Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0181 EMBARGO OR DISPOSAL OF 

COOKED CRUSTACEA OR 
CRUSTACEA MEAT

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0182 BACTERIOLOGICAL AND 
CONTAMINATION 
STANDARDS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0183 ALTERNATIVE LABELING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0184 THERMAL PROCESSING 

CONTROLS  
THERMOMETERS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0185 THERMAL PROCESSING OF 
CRUSTACEA AND 
CRUSTACEA MEAT

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0186 LABELING OF THERMALLY 
PROCESSED CRUSTACEA OR 
CRUSTACEA MEAT

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0187 INTERFACILITY THERMAL 
PROCESSING PROCEDURES

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0188 HAZARD ANALYSIS Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0189 HACCP PLAN Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0190 SANITATION MONITORING 

REQUIREMENTS
Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0191 MONITORING RECORDS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2022 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
SECTION .0300 – 
SANITATION OF 
SHELLFISH - 
GENERAL

15A NCAC 18A .0301 DEFINITIONS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0302 PERMITS Amended Eff. March 24, 2025 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
SECTION .0400  
SANITATION OF 
SHELLFISH 

‑

 
GENERAL 
OPERATION 
STANDARDS 

15A NCAC 18A .0401 APPLICABILITY OF RULES Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0402 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR OPERATION

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0403 SUPERVISION AND TRAINING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0404 CONSTRUCTION Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0405 FACILITY FLOODING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0406 FLOORS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0407 WALLS AND CEILINGS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0408 LIGHTING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0409 VENTILATION Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0410 PEST CONTROL Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0412 PLUMBING AND HAND 

WASHING FACILITIES
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0413 WATER SUPPLY Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0414 TOILET FACILITIES Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0415 PREMISES Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0416 PERSONAL HYGIENE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0417 EMPLOYEES' PERSONAL 

ARTICLES
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0418 SUPPLY STORAGE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0419 HARVEST VESSELS AND 

VEHICLES
Readopted Eff. June 17, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0420 TRANSPORTING SHELLFISH Readopted Eff. June 17, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0421 RECORDS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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15A NCAC 18A .0422 SHELLSTOCK CLEANING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0423 SALE OF LIVE SHELLSTOCK Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0424 SHELLFISH RECEIVING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0425 DEALER TAGS Readopted Eff. March 15, 2023 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0426 BULK SHIPMENTS BETWEEN 

SHELLFISH DEALERS
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0427 SHELLSTOCK STORAGE Readopted Eff. June 17, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0428 SAMPLING AND TESTING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0429 EMBARGO OR DISPOSAL OF 

SHELLFISH
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0430 BACTERIOLOGICAL AND 
CONTAMINATION 
STANDARDS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0432 PUBLIC DISPLAY OF 
CONSUMER ADVISORY

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0433 HAZARD ANALYSIS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0434 HACCP PLAN Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0435 SANITATION MONITORING 

REQUIREMENTS
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0500  
OPERATION OF 
SHELLSTOCK PLANTS 
AND RESHIPPERS 

15A NCAC 18A .0501 REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SHELLSTOCK PLANTS AND 
RESHIPPERS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0502 GRADING SHELLSTOCK AND 
COMMINGLING

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0504 RESHIPPERS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
SECTION .0600  
OPERATION OF 
SHELLFISH 
SHUCKING AND 
PACKING PLANTS 
AND REPACKING 
PLANTS

15A NCAC 18A .0601 REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SHUCKING AND PACKING 
PLANTS AND REPACKING 
PLANTS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0602 SEPARATION OF 
OPERATIONS

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0603 HOT WATER SYSTEM Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0605 DELIVERY WINDOW OR 

SHELF
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0606 NON FOOD CONTACT 
SURFACES

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0607 SHUCKING BENCHES Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0608 EQUIPMENT CONSTRUCTION Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0609 SANITIZING EQUIPMENT Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0610 EQUIPMENT SANITATION Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0611 EQUIPMENT STORAGE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0612 ICE Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0613 SHELLFISH SHUCKING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0614 CONTAINERS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0615 SHELLFISH COOLING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0616 SHELLFISH FREEZING Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0618 HEAT SHOCK METHOD OF 

PREPARATION OF SHELLFISH
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0619 REPACKING OF SHELLFISH Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0620 SHELLFISH THAWING AND 

REPACKING
Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0700  
OPERATION OF 
DEPURATION 
(MECHANICAL 
PURIFICATION) 
FACILITIES

15A NCAC 18A .0701 REQUIREMENTS FOR 
DEPURATION

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0800  
WET STORAGE OF 
SHELLSTOCK 

15A NCAC 18A .0801 REQUIREMENTS FOR WET 
STORAGE OF SHELLSTOCK

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2024
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .0900  
CLASSIFICATION OF 
SHELLFISH 
GROWING WATERS 

15A NCAC 18A .0901 DEFINITIONS Amended Eff. March 24, 2025

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0902 CLASSIFICATION OF 
SHELLFISH GROWING 
WATERS

Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0903 SANITARY SURVEY Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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15A NCAC 18A .0904 APPROVED WATERS Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0905 CONDITIONALLY APPROVED 

WATERS
Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0906 RESTRICTED AREAS Amended Eff. March 24, 2025 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0907 PROHIBITED WATERS Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0909 BUFFER ZONES Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
15A NCAC 18A .0911 MARINAS, DOCKING 

FACILITIES, AND OTHER 
MOORING AREAS

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2023
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0913 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .0914 LABORATORY PROCEDURES Readopted Eff. May 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

SECTION .3400 - 
COASTAL 
RECREATIONAL 
WATERS 
MONITORING, 
EVALUATION, AND 
NOTIFICATION

15A NCAC 18A .3401 DEFINITIONS Readopted Eff. April 1, 2021

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .3402 BACTERIOLOGICAL LIMITS 
FOR SWIMMING AREAS 

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2021 Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .3403 PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
INCREASED HEALTH RISKS IN 
SWIMMING AREAS 

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .3404 SWIMMING ADVISORIES FOR 
POINT SOURCE DISCHARGES 
INTO SWIMMING AREAS 

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2021

Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One

15A NCAC 18A .3405 RESCINDING A PENDING 
SWIMMING ADVISORY OR 
SWIMMING ADVISORY 

Readopted Eff. April 1, 2021
Necessary No Select One Select One Select One Select One Select One
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