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April 2026 Council Meeting Summary 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council met April 7-9, 2026, in New York, NY. The following is a summary 
of actions taken and issues considered during the meeting. Presentations, briefing materials, motions, and 
webinar recordings are available on the Council’s April 2026 meeting page.     

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
During this meeting, the Council: 

 Approved the Omnibus Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Amendment for submission to NOAA Fisheries, 
including revised EFH designations for 14 Council-managed species and new Habitat Areas of 
Particular Concern (HAPCs) based on updated habitat information. 

 Took final action on the Recreational Tilefish Permitting and Reporting Framework, selecting 
preferred alternatives to streamline reporting requirements, reduce unnecessary burden, and 
improve clarity and enforceability of the recreational tilefish permitting program. 

 Agreed to initiate a framework action to address scup Winter I quota management, following a 
review of trip limit performance and a 2026 Winter I quota overage of approximately 22 percent; the 
framework will consider revisions to trip limit regulations, commercial accountability measures, and 
additional reporting requirements. 

 Agreed to initiate an omnibus FMP amendment on multi-year specifications, to consider revisions 
to specifications frequencies, documentation requirements, and other measures to improve 
efficiency, with most work planned for 2027. 

 Endorsed a Committee recommendation to discontinue the scoping process for a potential 
monkfish and/or skate wings IFQ program, deferring to the New England Fishery Management 
Council on next steps. 

 Received updates on two Council-sponsored projects focused on spiny dogfish ageing and sturgeon 
bycatch reduction in the dogfish gillnet fisheries. 

 Received updates on habitat activities of interest in the region. 
 Recognized Peter Hughes as the recipient of the 2025 Ricks E. Savage Award for his exceptional 

contributions to fishery management and conservation in the Mid-Atlantic region. 
 Agreed to send a letter to NOAA Fisheries and Department of Commerce leadership expressing 

serious concern about the delay in finalizing the Recreational Measures Setting Process Framework. 
 Clarified its intent on the Atlantic mackerel possession limit for crew on for-hire trips. 

 

Omnibus Essential Fish Habitat Amendment 
The Council approved its Omnibus Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Amendment for submission to NOAA Fisheries. 
The Council preferred action alternatives include revisions to EFH for 14 Council-managed species and 
recommends new Habitat Areas of Particular Concern (HAPCs), as a subset of EFH. The new EFH text and 
mapping approaches included in this amendment vastly improve the designations with up-to-date, enhanced 
habitat information and will amplify the impact that HAPCs have on the EFH consultation process by designating 
several new HAPCs, in addition to the two HAPCs that are already in place. Visit the EFH Amendment page for 
additional information and updates.  
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Recreational Tilefish Permitting and Reporting Framework 
The Council took final action on the Recreational Tilefish Permitting and Reporting Framework. After reviewing 
public comment received during the March 2026 Public Input meeting as well as recommendations from the 
Tilefish Committee, the Council selected Sub-Alternatives 4.1 (remove requirement to report effort-only trips), 
revised Sub-Alternative 4.2 (simplify the required reporting fields with the ‘species’ field maintained), and Sub-
Alternative 4.5 (require eVTR submission before offloading fish) as their preferred alternatives. The preferred 
alternatives are expected to improve recreational tilefish permitting and reporting program to ensure that the 
regulatory approach is appropriate, effective, and proportionate to the data needs for managing blueline and 
golden tilefish. This action is intended to reduce unnecessary burden, improve clarity and enforceability, and 
supports the collection of reliable information needed for stock assessment and management.  

During the Council discussion, NOAA fisheries indicated that the implementation of Sub-Alternative 4.2 would 
require substantial revisions to the current reporting system structure. They noted that under current 
circumstances of competing resources coupled with the substantial lift that would be required under Sub-
Alternative 4.2 that changes to the current reporting fields would be highly unlikely to occur prior to 2028 at the 
earliest.  

As a reminder to all tilefish anglers, current permitting and reporting requirements will remain in place until 
NOAA Fisheries approves and implements the Council’s proposed regulatory changes. Visit our tilefish permitting 
and reporting page to learn more about how to apply for a permit or submit a trip report.  

Scup Winter I Quota Period Landings Threshold Analysis 
The Council reviewed an evaluation of Winter I scup trip limit reduction performance and recent landing 
patterns. Following the staff presentation, the Regional Administrator provided additional details regarding the 
impact of late dealer reports on in-season management of the 2026 Winter I fishery. The Winter I trip limit 
reduction was not implemented as required; delayed data availability, compounded by late dealer reports and 
an unusually rapid pace of landings compared to recent years, contributed to an early closure of the fishery on 
March 16. Based on preliminary data, the 2026 Winter I quota allocation was exceeded by about 22 percent. 

The Council agreed to initiate a framework action to consider building management flexibility into the scup 
Winter I regulations. The framework will consider the following options: 1) revisions to the Winter I trip limit 
regulations, 2) adjustments to the scup commercial accountability measures, and 3) an additional reporting 
requirement for federal limited access scup permits (e.g., daily catch reports via VMS or an IVR system). 
Potential modifications to the Winter I commercial measures (i.e., initial 50,000-pound trip limit, 80 percent 
quota threshold activating a trip limit reduction, reduced 1,000-pound trip limit) would be addressed separately 
through the annual specifications process.  

Multi-Year Specifications 
The Council reviewed a staff memorandum on multiple-year specifications frequencies and agreed to initiate an 
omnibus FMP amendment. This amendment will consider the following topics: 1) potential revisions to the 
multi-year specifications frequencies,  2) clarification on the meetings and documentation required each year to 
support the specifications process, 3) potentially expanding the lists of measures which can be modified through 
a framework adjustment for several species, and 4) other measures to improve efficiency. Most work on this 
amendment will take place in 2027. 

Individual Fishing Quota Program Scoping for Monkfish and/or Skate Wings 
Monkfish is jointly managed by the New England and Mid-Atlantic Councils, with the New England Council 
serving as lead. In December, the New England Council voted to initiate scoping for a potential individual fishing 
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quota (IFQ) program for the monkfish and/or skate wing fisheries. At this meeting, Ms. Jenny Couture (New 
England Council staff) presented a draft scoping document, along with a summary of recommendations from a 
March 19, 2026 joint meeting of the Monkfish and Skate Committees and Advisory Panels. Among Committee 
and Advisory Panel members, there was near-unanimous support for discontinuing development of this action. 
The Committees concluded that an IFQ program would not address the primary challenges facing these fisheries 
and that monkfish and skate issues may require different management approaches. Advisory Panel members 
and public commenters similarly expressed a lack of support for continuing the scoping process. After 
considering this input, the Council passed a motion endorsing the Monkfish and Skate Committee’s 
recommendation to discontinue further scoping for an IFQ program for these fisheries.  

Because scoping meetings have already been scheduled, New England Council staff proposed pivoting these 
meetings to a series of structured listening sessions to gather input on potential improvements in the monkfish 
and skate fisheries. The Council agreed to defer to the New England Council on next steps, while expressing 
general support for obtaining additional input from industry on ways to improve monkfish and/or skate 
management. Council staff also communicated to the New England Council that it may be beneficial to hold a 
workshop with fishery participants from across regions before initiating any additional management actions. 

Habitat Activities Update  
Karen Green (NOAA Fisheries GARFO Habitat and Ecosystem Services Division) provided an update on regional 
habitat activities of interest to the Council. She highlighted several major infrastructure projects, including the 
Key Bridge replacement, Chesapeake Bay Crossing, and other port and navigation projects. She also noted 
ongoing efforts such as the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers Coastal Storm Risk Management projects, NASA’s 
Wallops Island Shoreline Protection Program, offshore sand borrow areas for beach renourishment, and 
proposals to place dredge materials for beneficial habitat use. The division recently provided conservation 
recommendations on the Aurora Submarine Fiber Optic Cable, which will run from New Jersey to Denmark, and 
a technical assistance letter to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on a proposed blue mussel mariculture 
operation in federal waters. In addition, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management received an unsolicited 
mineral lease sale for mining heavy mineral sands and phosphorites in offshore Virginia. The next anticipated 
step is publication of Request for Information in the Federal Register to solicit public comment. Lastly, she noted 
the public can track NOAA Fisheries Essential Fish Habitat and Endangered Species Consultations through the 
Environmental Consultations Organizer (ECO).  

Council-Sponsored Projects  
Spiny Dogfish Ageing  
Dr. Michelle Passerotti (NOAA) and Ms. Madison Philipp (Formerly A.I.S., Inc. in support of NOAA), presented the 
results of a multi-year effort to advance spiny dogfish age determination using dorsal spines. This work 
addressed a gap in ageing expertise, reduced a backlog of archived samples, created instructional and reference 
materials, and modernized cleaning procedures, workflows, and data management systems. Project deliverables 
included proceedings from an ageing workshop that included scientists from multiple countries, a curated 
reference collection of aged spines, a comprehensive guide on cleaning, storage, and ageing of spiny dogfish 
dorsal spines, and approximately 9,000 new ages from dogfish collected between 2006 and 2024.  

Sturgeon Bycatch Reduction  
Dr. Dewayne Fox (Delaware State University) presented the results of cooperative research trials of modified 
low profile sink gill nets for smooth and spiny dogfish, designed to minimize catch of endangered Atlantic 
sturgeon. While statistical analyses are still underway, preliminary results indicate that gear performance 
differed between fisheries. In the spiny dogfish fishery, the modified nets substantially reduced Atlantic 
sturgeon bycatch with only minor impacts on target catch. In the smooth dogfish fishery, there was no 
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measurable reduction in sturgeon bycatch, but the experimental net increased smooth dogfish catch. As the 
research team analyzes the results fully, they will also reach out to fishery participants to evaluate these and 
other potential gear modifications to refine gear solutions to reduce Atlantic sturgeon bycatch.  

Ricks E Savage Award 
The Council recognized Peter Hughes as the recipient of the 2025 
Ricks E Savage Award. The award is given annually to an individual 
who has made exceptional contributions to the management and 
conservation of fishery resources in the mid-Atlantic region.  

Hughes was appointed to the Council in 2016 and served with 
distinction for nine years before completing his service in 2025. 
During this time, he became one of the Council's most steadfast 
leaders, bringing broad, practical knowledge of fisheries to every 
discussion. As Chair of the Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish 
Committee for eight years, Hughes guided the Council through the 
development of several challenging management actions, including 
two Atlantic mackerel rebuilding actions, an amendment to establish 
long-term management of chub mackerel, and a framework that 
established measures to limit future capacity increases in the Illex 
squid fishery. He also served as Chair of the Surfclam and Ocean 
Quahog Committee for five years, providing steady leadership 
throughout the development of a major amendment to modify 
species separation requirements in the Atlantic surfclam and ocean 
quahog fisheries. Hughes also served as the Council's liaison to the New England Fishery Management Council 
throughout his entire tenure, representing the Mid-Atlantic Council on several New England committees. In that 
role, he ensured that the Mid-Atlantic Council's decisions and priorities were clearly communicated to its New 
England counterpart, while effectively conveying New England's actions and concerns back to the Mid-Atlantic 
Council. 

The Council extends its gratitude to Peter Hughes for his years of dedicated service and congratulates him on 
this well-deserved honor. 

Other Business 
Recreational Measures Setting Process Framework Delays 
During the meeting, the NOAA Fisheries Greater Atlantic Regional Administrator informed the Council that the 
agency cannot approve the 2026 recreational measures for summer flounder and black sea bass, adopted 
through the Council, Commission, and state process, due to the delay in publication of the proposed and final 
rules for the Recreational Measures Setting Process Framework. As a result, the agency must enforce the 2025 
non-preferred coastwide measures. Council members expressed serious concern and frustration about this 
situation, noting that it has been more than eight months since the Council submitted final documents for 
rulemaking and that the non-preferred measures for both species are much more restrictive than the 
recommended 2026 measures for multiple states. The Council agreed to send a letter conveying these concerns 
to NOAA Fisheries and Department of Commerce leadership. The letter is available here.  

Atlantic Mackerel Possession Limit Clarification 
NOAA Fisheries is finalizing rulemaking for expanded commercial and recreational opportunities for Atlantic 
mackerel, per December 2025 Council action. There was some ambiguity about the possession limit for crew on 
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for-hire trips, so the Council passed the following motion to clarify its intent: “When carrying passengers for 
hire, the recreational Atlantic mackerel possession limit for vessels issued a squid/mackerel/butterfish 
charter/party permit is 50 Atlantic mackerel per person per trip, including captains and crew.  When not carrying 
passengers for hire, the recreational Atlantic mackerel possession limit for vessels issued a 
squid/mackerel/butterfish charter/party permit is 25 Atlantic mackerel per person per trip.”  

Next Council Meeting 
The next Council meeting will be held by webinar June 16-18, 2026, in Alexandria, Virginia. A complete list of 
upcoming meetings can be found at https://www.mafmc.org/council-events. 



South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council

Council Considers Changes Affecting
Commercial Fishermen, Headboats, and

Spawning Areas

The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council held its quarterly meeting last week,
March 2-6, 2026, in Jekyll Island, GA. Much of the week was spent in the Snapper
Grouper Committee, addressing topics such as commercial management measures,
fishery management unit revision, and headboat vessel limits. The Council also discussed
the SEDAR committee, including a name change to the program, and the scheduling of
the Mackerel Cobia Advisory Panel meeting in fall of 2026 and subsequent assembly of
the committee in March 2027.

Commercial Management Measures (Amendment 60)

The Council began the week by convening the
Snapper Grouper Commercial Sub-committee to
discuss next steps for Amendment 60, addressing
commercial management measures. This amendment
intends to increase flexibility and adaptability in the
commercial snapper grouper fishery by revising permit
accessibility, trip limits, and bottom longline gear
stowage requirements to allow fishermen to switch
from, or to, bottom longline gear during trips.

The sub-committee discussed the potential removal of the “2-for-1” provision for unlimited
commercial permits (SG1), noting public opposition and concerns related to leasing
vessels and associated permits. The sub-committee will continue evaluating possible
changes to the commercial permit structure, including limits on permit ownership, when it
meets in April 2026. The amendment will also consider a range of trip limit changes for
several snapper grouper species and develop a process that would allow temporary trip
limit increases or decreases through an annual evaluation and temporary changes to the
trip limits issued by the NMFS Southeast Regional Office.

Snapper Grouper Fishery Management Unit Revision
(Amendment 61)

On Wednesday, the Council continued discussions on
Snapper Grouper Amendment 61, addressing a
reduction in the number of species included in the
Snapper Grouper Fishery Management Unit (FMU).
The Council addressed a subset of species identified
for further evaluation in terms of the need for
conservation and management to better align with the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. Changes to species could

3/12/26, 12:18 PM Email from South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
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include removal from the FMU or designation as an Ecosystem Component (EC) species.
EC species remain in the Fishery Management Plan (FMP) to support ecosystem
management goals, but do not face management measures such as annual catch limits.

Council staff recapped background data showing the annual catch limits across the
candidate species to help narrow down which species would continue to be considered in
the amendment. Bar jack, Atlantic spadefish, and misty grouper were identified as species
that could be evaluated further, whereas queen snapper, cubera snapper, and banded
rudderfish will no longer be evaluated in Amendment 61 and will remain under their
current level of federal management.

Headboat Vessel Limits

The Council discussed potential changes to improve
how retention limits apply to federally permitted
headboats. Council staff presented a preliminary
analysis examining how “one fish per six passengers”
could affect landings for gag and black grouper, scamp,
yellowmouth grouper, and snowy grouper. For gag and
black grouper (currently 2 fish of each species per
person per day), shifting to one fish per six passengers
would have little impact on overall catch levels. For
scamp and yellowmouth (currently a maximum of 3 fish
of either species), one fish per six passengers would
increase harvest by around 5%. Snowy grouper were initially included in the analysis but
were removed from further consideration after concerns were raised about the species’
overfished status and existing strict regulations (currently one per vessel).

The Council voted to begin developing a framework amendment to establish vessel limits
for federally permitted headboats based on the number of passengers aboard. For
example, if the limit were two fish per six passengers, a vessel carrying 13 passengers
could retain four fish. The amendment would further analyze the potential impacts of this
approach and include opportunities for advisory panel input and public comment before
the Council considers any final changes.

Spawning Special Management Zones

The Council discussed the future of whether to continue the current restrictions in several
Spawning Special Management Zones (SSMZs) that were established to protect
important spawning areas for snapper grouper species. These areas were originally
implemented through Snapper Grouper Amendment 36 with a sunset provision that would
reopen the areas to fishing in 2027 unless further action is taken. Council staff presented
an overview of the research being conducted on the SSMZs since they were implemented
in 2016. Observations from these research efforts have documented high densities of
species such as scamp grouper.

The Council agreed that additional analysis and public input are needed before deciding
whether the areas should reopen or remain closed. The Council opted to begin
developing a framework amendment to address the sunset provision implemented in
Amendment 36. The amendment will consider a range of options, including removing the
sunset provision entirely or extending it for additional periods of 10, 15, or 20 years. The
analysis will also consider information from ongoing research and monitoring efforts as
the Council evaluates the long-term role of these spawning protection areas.

3/12/26, 12:18 PM Email from South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
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Additional Information

Additional information about the Council’s March 2026 meeting, including individual
reports from committee meetings and meetings of the Full Council, is available from the
Council’s website at: https://safmc.net/events/march-2026-council-meeting/. The next
meeting of the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council is scheduled for Jun 8 – Jun
12, 2026, in St. Augustine, FL.

About the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council

The South Atlantic Fishery Management Council, one of eight regional councils,
conserves and manages fish stocks from three to 200 miles offshore of North Carolina,

South Carolina, Georgia and east Florida. For more information, visit:
www.safmc.net.

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
| 4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201 |843-571-4366 | www.safmc.net

Connect with us

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council | 4055 Faber Place Drive Suite 201 | North
Charleston, SC 29405 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
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Summary Motions  March 2026  

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
Full Council and Committee  

SUMMARY MOTIONS 
March 2-6, 2026 

 
This is a summary of the motions approved by the Council. Motions addressing actions and 
alternatives for FMP amendments are followed by text showing the result of the approved 
motion. Complete details on motions and other committee recommendations are provided in the 
Committee Reports available on the SAFMC website. 
 
Full Council 
MOTION 1: DIRECT STAFF TO DO THE FOLLOWING: 

 PREPARE LETTER TO NMFS ON RISK/VALUE MATRIX 
 PREPARE LETTER TO HMS IN RESPONSE TO PROPOSED CHANGES TO 

SHARKS MANAGEMENT 
 
MOTION 2: DIRECT STAFF TO BEGIN WORK ON THE NEXT REVIEW OF THE 
WRECKFISH ITQ PROGRAM. 
 
Snapper Grouper Committee 
 
Amendment 60 (Commercial Permit and Trip Efficiency) 
MOTION 3: REMOVE GRAY TRIGGERFISH FROM ACTION 2 (TRIP LIMIT REVISION). 
The Council clarified that the species included for trip limit revisions in Action 2 do not need to 
be the same species that are considered for temporary adjustments to trip limits under Action 3. 
Lists of species for each action are in the Snapper Grouper Sub-Committee Report. 
 
MOTION 4: REMOVE CONSIDERATION OF THE 3,000 LBS TRIP LIMIT FOR 
VERMILION SNAPPER (BOTH SEASONS). 
 
Spawning Special Management Zones 
MOTION 5: INITIATE A FRAMEWORK AMENDMENT TO CONSIDER A RANGE OF 
OPTIONS TO REMOVE SUNSET PROVISION OR EXTEND THE SUNSET PROVISION 
BY 10 TO 20 YEARS FOR THE SPAWNING SPECIAL MANAGEMENT ZONES. 
 
Headboat Vessel Limits 
MOTION 5: INITIATE FRAMEWORK AMENDMENT TO ADJUST THE HEADBOAT 
LIMITS TO NUMBER OF FISH PER SIX PASSENGERS FOR GAG, BLACK GROUPER, 
SCAMP, AND YELLOWMOUTH GROUPER. 
 
Black Sea Bass 
MOTION 6: INITIATE A FRAMEWORK AMENDMENT TO CONSIDER RE-OPENING 
THE NEARSHORE SEASONAL CLOSED AREAS TO ON-DEMAND BLACK SEA BASS 
POT FISHING AND CHANGING THE TRIP LIMIT FOR BLACK SEA BASS POTS. 
 
Timing and Tasks 
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MOTION 7: DIRECT STAFF TO DO THE FOLLOWING:  
 CONTINUE DEVELOPMENT OF AMENDMENT 60 FOR CONSIDERATION OF 

PUBLIC HEARING APPROVAL IN JUNE 2026. 
 CONVENE THE SNAPPER GROUPER ADVISORY PANEL IN APRIL. 
 INITIATE DEVELOPMENT OF FRAMEWORK AMENDMENTS TO ADDRESS 

SPAWNING SPECIAL MANAGEMENT ZONES, HEADBOAT TRIP LIMITS, AND 
RE-OPENING OF NEARSHORE SEASONAL CLOSED AREAS FOR ON-DEMAND 
BLACK SEA BASS POTS. 

 CONTINUE DEVELOPMENT OF AMENDMENT 44 FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PUBLIC HEARING APPROVAL IN JUNE, PENDING DATA AVAILABILITY. 

 CONTINUE DEVELOPMENT OF AMENDMENT 61 FOR REVIEW IN JUNE 2026. 
 DEVELOP A DRAFT ALLOCATION REVIEW REPORT FOR VERMILION 

SNAPPER FOR APPROVAL IN JUNE 2026. 
 CONVENE THE SNAPPER GROUPER COMMERCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE 

BEFORE THE JUNE 2026 COUNCIL MEETING. 
 WRITE A LETTER TO OST REQUESTING EARLY ACCESS FOR BLACK SEA 

BASS CATCH ESTIMATES FROM MRIP. 
 

SEDAR Committee 
MOTION 8: APPROVE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE ATLANTIC SPANISH 
MACKEREL STOCK ASSESSMENT, THE SOUTH ATLANTIC KING MACKEREL STOCK 
ASSESSMENT, AND THE DOLPHIN MSE REVIEW WORKSHOP. ALLOW THE 
COMMITTEE CHAIR TO APPROVE ANY SUBSEQUENT EDITS RECOMMENDED BY 
THE COMMITTEE.   

MOTION 9: APPROVE NAME CHANGE OF THE SEDAR COMMITTEE TO: SEDAR, 
CATCH ADVICE, AND DATA COMMITTEE (SECAD). 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

April 28, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO: N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission  

FROM: Jason Rock, Fisheries Science Section Chief 
 

SUBJECT: Temporary Rule Suspensions 

 
Issue 
In accordance with the North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries Resource Management Policy 
Number 2014-2, Temporary Rule Suspension, the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission 
will vote on any new rule suspensions that have occurred since the last meeting of the commission. 
 
Findings 
There have been no new rule suspensions since the February 2026 meeting. One previously 
suspended rule, 15A NCAC 03J .0103 (h) Gill Nets, Seines, Identification Restrictions, is no 
longer suspended due to the recent statewide closure for small mesh gill nets. However, when 
small mesh gill nets reopen, the previous rule suspension will be reinstated along with the 
extension of year-round attendance requirements in portions of the Tar-Pamlico and Neuse rivers. 
 
Action Needed 
No action is needed. 
 
Overview 
In accordance with policy, the division will report current rule suspensions previously approved by 
the commission as non-action items. They include: 
 
NCMFC Rule 15A NCAC 03J .0501 (e)(2) DEFINITIONS AND STANDARDS FOR POUND 
NETS AND POUND NET SETS 
 

Suspension of a portion of this rule for an indefinite period. Suspension of this rule allows 
the division to increase the minimum mesh size of escape panels for flounder pound nets 
in accordance with Amendment 3 of the North Carolina Southern Flounder Fishery 
Management Plan. This suspension was implemented in proclamation M-34-2015 and 
continues in Proclamation M-9-2024. 

 
 

https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2021-10/M-34-2015-Pound-Nets-Escape-Panel.pdf?VersionId=PjVNfMOYGqoB7BXVreTwdhVhq2C5bib9
https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2024-04/M-9-2024-RULESUSPEND-FldrPndNet-EscapePanels-Final.pdf?VersionId=.QD1lunMTbKfsLvjOIAU0HKadqhU8dgj


 

 
 

NCMFC Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0103 (a)(1) PROHIBITED NETS, MESH LENGTHS AND 
AREAS 
 

Suspension of a portion of this rule for an indefinite period. Suspension of this rule allows 
the division to adjust trawl net minimum mesh size requirements in accordance with 
Amendment 2 to the North Carolina Shrimp Fishery Management Plan. This suspension 
was implemented in Proclamation SH-3-2019 and continues in Proclamation SH-1-2022. 

 
NCMFC Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0105 (2) RECREATIONAL SHRIMP LIMITS 
 

Suspension of a portion of this rule for an indefinite period. Suspension of this rule allows 
the division to modify the recreational possession limit of shrimp by removing the four 
quarts heads on and two and a half quarts heads off prohibition from waters closed to 
shrimping in accordance with Amendment 2 to the North Carolina Shrimp Fishery 
Management Plan. This suspension was implemented in Proclamation SH-4-2022.  

 
NCMFC Rule 15A NCAC 03L .0205 (a) CRAB SPAWNING SANCTUARIES 
 

Suspension of a portion of this rule for an indefinite period. Suspension of this rule allows 
the division to close crab spawning sanctuaries year-round to the use of trawls in 
accordance with Amendment 2 to the North Carolina Shrimp Fishery Management Plan. 
This suspension was implemented in Proclamation M-13-2024. 

 
NCMFC Rule 15A NCAC 03M .0502 (a) MULLET 
 

Suspension of a portion of this rule for an indefinite period. Suspension of this rule allows 
the division to modify the recreational and for-hire possession limits of mullet in 
accordance with Amendment 2 to the North Carolina Striped Mullet Fishery Management 
Plan. This suspension was implemented in Proclamation FF-27-2024. 

 
 
NCMFC Rule 15A NCAC 03M .0515 (a)(2) DOLPHIN 
 

Suspension of a portion of this rule for an indefinite period. Suspension of this rule allows 
the division to adjust the recreational vessel limit to complement management of dolphin 
under the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s Amendment 10 to the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Dolphin and Wahoo Fishery of the Atlantic. This suspension was 
implemented in Proclamation FF-30-2022.  

 
 

https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2022-03/SH-1-2022%20BRD%20Requirements%20Pamlico%20Sound%20Final.pdf?VersionId=RXoAiQ6.Bb54NrMmMrBGzNZuJAQLUCzm
https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2022-05/SH-4-2022_Shrimp_RecreationalCastNet_Final.pdf?VersionId=C1whae86uuOjV6qDlHjTuN06chwijOH.
https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2024-06/M-13-2024%20Shrimp%20Amendment%202%20Crab%20Spawning%20Sanctuaries_FINAL_0.pdf?VersionId=uWeyfD36TFFONc9vUjlUL95TjLO8ydS2
https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2024-06/FF-27-2024-MulletRecreational_Final.pdf?VersionId=.RTBCXWXt5t2sHnf3sDFtXq9HOkDcZ4o
https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2022-04/FF-30-2022%20Dolphin%20vessel%20limit%20decrease_Final.pdf?VersionId=Sbi07_sOCABQSoOKXDplrJb73S5QV.4o


 

 
 

NCMFC Rule 15A NCAC 03Q .0107 (4) SPECIAL REGULATIONS: JOINT WATERS 
 

Suspension of a portion of this rule for an indefinite period. Suspension of this rule allows 
the division to adjust the creel limit for American shad under the management framework 
of the North Carolina American Shad Sustainable Fishery Plan. This suspension was 
continued in Proclamation FF-8-2026. 

 

https://files.nc.gov/deq/documents/2025-12/FF-8-2026%20Commercial%20and%20Rec%20Shad%20season_Draft%20(003).pdf?VersionId=t_9ycEHcTreESsbDBOaOHvNZJrnKHMfb
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