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MFC Comments, November 9, 2021 2:23 p.m.

77-116
# |Name State Please type your comments in the box below.
1116 [McDonald Leave our Lively hood alone
Tanjalenale
avev
McDonald
Tanjalena
1115 Pohn North | have been a full-time commercial fisherman for over fifty years, primarily in Core Sound. | had a trawler
Hudnall |Carolina [built in 1980, and on the full moon of July that year the man who was on deck counted 100 other shrimp
boats in Core Sound. This year, 2021, on the full moon of July, | counted 6.
In your assessment of the number of only 119 participants in shrimping, | believe you failed to include the
crew members that can range from 2 to 5 or 6, depending on the size of the boat. And for the most part the
shrimping season in Core Sound lasts only 6 to 8 weeks.
Some of the recommendations that have been made do not seem to have been carefully researched. For
example, the tributaries of Core Sound are already closed, and they have become stagnant and septic. There
has been no mechanical clam harvesting in Core Sound in years, and there is no shrimping allowed in clam
kicking areas.
Shrimpers have complied with regulations for reducing bi-catch, installing the turtle excluders that have
saved turtles and the flounders that also escape through them and the two required fish excluders. The
reduced bi-catch also reduces the amount of time that the shrimpers spend culling and getting their catch
on ice.
Even though there are fewer of us utilizing the shrimping in Core Sound, we need it in order to survive in
our chosen and dearly loved profession. | sincerely hope you will take seriously all of the factors | have
presented.
1114 (Chris North | urge you to please take into account foremost what is in the best interest of the resource. Not what is in
England |Carolina [the best interest of the recreational or commercial fisherman. The resource must come first. If we manage in
the best interest of the resource then everyone in the state will benefit in the long run.
1113 Ponathan |North Shrimp FMP Amendment 2
Edwards |Carolina
In the text of Amendment 2, DMF staff recognizes that status quo management will not meet the goals of
amendment 2. DMF staff also state that closing the sound to trawling is the only way to guarantee the




# |Name State Please type your comments in the box below.
necessary reduction in bycatch and protect the habitat each of these juvenile finfish.
With that in mind, | recommend that the Pamlico Sound be closed to trawling.
1112 [Kinsey Shrimp are tasty and an economic source for some but shrimp trawling nets are harmful to the
Price environment. There is too much bycatch which negatively impacts the ecosystem. There should be less
shrimping days or more closures.
1111 [Carl Taylor |North Please preserve the natural resources of our state for future generations.
Carolina
110K G North Many people have poured their lives into shrimping, invested lots and lots of money, and put most their
Carolina [time into it. Small boats are not equipped to go in open waters therefore, the small boat fisheries will be
wiped out, the people that rely on shrimping for a living will have nothing to get income from. This will shut
down businesses that have been in business for decades. Closing more coastal waters will make the shrimp
population rise dramatically, which will affect everything in the same ecosystem. This will affect everything.
Closing the waterways and not allowing trawling is not a good idea at all, it affects so much. Thank you.
1109 [Clifford  |North Please keep commercial fishermen shrimping, without burdening them and the public by forcing new
Owens Carolina [regulations time and time again. Taking away our lively hoods and cutting off locally harvested shrimp is not
the way to resolve your issues, it's just the easy way out, not the responsible way.
1108 [Bobby North HOW MUCH MORE DOES NCMF WANT IN DESTROYING THE OLDEST PROFESSION IN THE WORLD! LEAVE
Ballou Carolina [HONEST WATERMEN ALONE ALREADY.... SHAME ON ALL YOU S O B's!
Bobby
Ballou
1107 (Bobby North HOW MUCH MORE DOES NCMF WANT IN DESTROYING THE OLDEST PROFESSION IN THE WORLD! LEAVE
Ballou Carolina [HONEST WATERMEN ALONE ALREADY.... SHAME ON ALL YOU S O B's!
Bobby
Ballou
1106 JJohn North Hello All
Warren  |Carolina

| grew up in Carteret County and still call it home. | will be 41 in December and have spent my entire life
enjoying what Eastern NC has to offer, especially the fishing. My family relied on commercial fishing to
supplement our needs and | have stood picking gill nets alongside my dad many times. | myself have held a

license in the past. These nets were always very good at catching fish, but at a young age | recognized that
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they caused unnecessary death to other fish in the food chain. | fully understand what it means to make a
living. Industries must evolve. Much like the factories workers that have been replaced by automation or
more effective processes, the commercial fishing industry must evolve and do more to protect our estuaries.
| fully support the elimination of gill nets. You need look no further than the Gulf Coast to see the benefit.

| also fully support limits and teach my own children to adhere to them. | even support the closure of
fisheries, however we MUST close them for both RECS and COMMS. It makes zero sense to do anything
other, | also believe our stock assessment processes need to become better. The new app that has been
developed is a good start.

| want fresh locally caught seafood to be available, however it should not be at the cost of the sustainability
of the fishery. Bottom trawling and by catch should not be allowed so someone can profit from freezing and
shipping our seafood. People live at and have moved to the Coasts in record numbers. The recreational
fishing pressure is real and the affect on water quality is real from overdevelopment.

Big money seafood should not be allowed to exploit our resources.

The fishery does not stand a chance unless the MFC puts the best interest of the fishery first. The fishery is
under attack from tourism, development, and commercial fishing pressure/practices. | do not agree that one
side or the other should get preference. The dollar bill should not reign supreme. The protection of the
resources should win. | will do my part and | am asking you to do yours and help me make sure my children
can enjoy the fisheries and our coast many years down the road. It can be done. 1. Ban destructive
commercial fishing methods 2. Accurately assess stocks 3. Apply restrictions fairly to RECS and COMMS.

Thanks for your time and dedication to our great state
-John Warren

Tyler
Chadwick

North
Carolina

As a citizen of North Carolina I'm 100% against the proposed shrimp closures. Ever citizen in this great state
should have the opportunity to harvest or purchase fresh North Carolina Shrimp. With this closure you will
be denying citizens of North Carolina that opportunity. People that don’t live on the coast depend on
commercial fisherman to supply them with fresh shrimp. Everyone should have this right, not just people
that can afford to buy a boat and go catch the seafood there self.

104

Susan

Becker

| do not support the latest proposal to close down our local shrimping areas. | support local shrimpers who
depend on r these waters to earn a living and supply us with the best shrimp in the world.
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1103 |April North What are you trying to do! You are killing our livelihood! We do this for a living !!! We are complying with
Taylor Carolina [regulations what more can we do ! Enough is enough ! Stop ! These waters do not need to be closed !!
1102 [Rusty North When will the harassment ever STOP...? NC commercial watermen have fully adhered to all by-catch
Brooks Carolina  [reduction mandates put forth by NCMF by incorporating TEDS, FEDS, net size reductions, etc. When will the
rights of the commercial watermen ever be protected? When will emphasis ever be re-focused towards
improving water quality due to pollution run-off that results in massive fish kills yearly that never receives
any attention? When will you start harassing developers that continuing to introduce toxic salt treated
materials in estuaries/nurseries? The number of true commercial fisherman are 90% less than what they
were 10 yrs ago. Your agenda has/continues to only focus towards such an easy target.
1101 |Ben North Shrimping is a major industry in and around Carteret county. It would be a serious error to further restrict
Laurens |Carolina |our shrimpers ability to make a living, particularly to support reduction of bycatch which is NOT a major
issue in the waters that the Fisheries commission is attempting to close. Leave the current shrimping map
alone, not only to support the fishermen, but to include the citizens of our county and surrounding area.
1100 |Arthur West We travel to N.C. a couple times a year for fresh shrimp as well as other friends & families, If you close down
Honeycutt |Virginia  [that many area's and slow the shrimp catch down that bad, You can pretty much count on losing a lot of
tourist, vacationers & revenue.
99 [lames Byrd[North Not only do | speak for myself but | am also writing this comment representing the thousands of charter
Carolina [guests that | carry fishing and come in contact with every year who enjoy eating local, fresh caught,

sustainable seafood and shrimp while on vacation at local restaurants on the Outer Banks and purchase
shrimp in bulk to carry home and freeze to enjoy later. The proposed areas should NOT be further closed to
inshore commercial fishing. These areas provide local fresh caught shrimp that are passing through on the
way to exit the inlet. Many of these shrimp never return and will die at sea because of their short life spans.
These areas also provide tourism to a number of shrimping and crabbing charters whose families depend
on for survival. Additionally many local families have small LEGAL shrimp nets they use to fill their own
freezers with each year. A great deal of commerce comes from the shrimping in these waters and it should
be continued.

If you want to improve fishing in NC consider the following:

- Reduce the number of predatory birds, mainly cormorants. I'll gladly send videos showing tens of
thousands of these birds that are gobbling up juvenile fish stocks daily.

- Monitor and address water quality. Pollution from the Tar, Neuse, and other rivers that feed into our

estuaries needs to be dealt with! Also Chemical run off from farms spraying chemicals and foreign owned
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livestock farms needs to be addressed.
-Educate the public of some of these other factors instead of putting the crosshairs on commercial
fishermen.
Thank you for your time and again myself and thousands of others are AGAINST further restrictions on
inshore trawling. | can be contacted at: hitmansportfishing@gmail.com if you would like a copy of the list of
people that signed my logbook aboard my vessel with all their contact information that feel the same way
as | do and whom | speak on behalf of.
James Byrd
NC
Mathematics and Statistics Professor
Previously ECU & UNCW. Currently
98 [Robert North Commercial fishing is a source of income for many families along the coastal area. Year after year people try
Newkirk |Carolina [to put and end to it and want to blame them for shortages. If you would take the time to do something
Robert about the invasive sea bird such as cormorand that eat 5 times their body weight in fish a day and it
Newkirk number of said bird you will see were all the fish are going.
97 |[Kenneth |North | live in Carteret county and there is no reason there should be any limit for commercial fisherman trying to
Smith Carolina |make a living. There's more concern where this country is going.
96 [Lindsay |North Regarding Shrimp FMP Amendment 2:
Lewis Carolina |l formally protest this amendment.

This amendment will destroy small-time shrimp fishermen like my father. My father has harvested shrimp in
NC waters his entire life, like his father before him. And consumers like myself want FRESH seafood, not
seafood that has been frozen for ANY length of time. | personally enjoy eating Newport River shrimp far
better than shrimp from Pamlico Sound or deeper waters.

Keep the closures you have in place now, but don't restrict the remaining waters from shrimp trawling, from
a multi-million dollar and unique industry that my father has relied on his entire life. And it's not just his way
of life— he enjoys it. He is proud to be one of the few people able to provide fresh shrimp to local
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consumers like me. Not many people are able or willing to harvest those shrimp we enjoy so much, and I'm
grateful that he's one of them.

Trawling restrictions already protect the necessary nursery areas for the shrimp to grow. Instead of spending
time, energy, and money trying to restrict our shrimp industry, why not put those resources towards more
equipment like turtle extruders to prevent by-catch? Towards promoting quality and growth within those
already-protected areas? From what was presented in the Amendment, it seems to me that we're not even
sure that shrimp trawling is to blame for over-fishing or too much by-catch.

Work on amendments that will be helpful, instead of harmful, to our local fishermen AND to our aquatic life.

Thank you.

Joel Norris

North
Carolina

Everyone knows that the CCA and NC wildlife have teamed up against the commercial fisherman of NC and
| don't think it's right to ruin commercial shrimping in NC. That's what it will do to. The places that are trying
to get closed to trawlers off the coast of NC are the only places for trawlers to work. The coast of NC is
nothing but rocky bottom with a few spots along the coast close to shore where trawlers can drag. Also
them saying trawlers are devastating the fishing industry it so far from the truth. I've personally talked to a
few sport fisherman that want it closed to shrimpers along the coast and Pamlico sound and they try to say
it is not right for commercial fisherman to catch fish or shrimp for financial gain. The funny thing is everyone

of them have charter businesses. So unless | am a complete idiot | thing that fishing for financial gain. My
point is | really hope nobody votes to end a industry that employees so many people along the coast of NC
because it will be pointless and for no good reason. People only hear the lies the CCA puts out there
because | know for a fact it's all lies.

Sherree
Burton
Sherree
Burton

North
Carolina

Shrimp are a natural resource and should be harvested .Please allow Commercial harvesting

Judy
Beaman

North
Carolina

| am strongly opposed to the proposed shrimping closures. The restrictions on fishing and shrimping are a
direct cause for loss of income to people in the county | live in, and they are struggling as it is.

Shannon

Martin

North
Carolina

Your proposed closures will put untold numbers of hard working families out of business, as well as choking

off access to fresh shrimp for consumption or use as bait. We travel 6 hours to vacation along the Outer
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Banks several times a year. Fishing is our family hobby. No bait, no tourists who fish. Please reconsider these
closures.

Emerson
Dickey

North
Carolina

| have fished in the Topsail area since 1974. The decline in the fishery, especially flounder, has been
dramatic. | believe that restrictions on recreational catch are certainly needed, but the real issue is the
impact of commercial fishing. Allowing trawlers to work our sounds impacts the success of spawning areas.
By-catch is another huge issue and should be managed. Allowing the purchase of fishing rights by people
from other states is something that should be managed. When other states restrict fishing, the boats come
to NC. Apparently Georgia, Virginia and Florida are fine with us having open waters.

Please follow the science and don't be swayed by those with short-term interests. What we've been doing
doesn't work

Renee
Norris

North
Carolina

| believe that the proposal that is being brought forward will negatively affect NC. | also believe that it is a
decision that is being made without research to support the reasoning for the closures. Other states that
have made similar closures have not shown healthier waters, in fact it seems to have created the opposite
outcome. | truly believe this is just a decision based on the amount of rec fishermen making noise
compared to the amount of commercial fishermen. The fact is, even with the small amount of commercial
fishermen on the coast, the amount of equipment, licenses, sales tax on product, sale and tax on $1500
worth of fuel every week, and the amount of jobs created all outweigh what rec fishermen will bring to NC.
They also create lives here in which they continue to support the NC economy. Most of the recreation
fishermen don't live In the state. They aren't contributing the state economy. Their livelihoods aren’t being
effected by this decision. Do you know whose lives will be greatly impacted by your decision? My family. My
husband, myself and my three children. My parents, and my husbands parents who haven't reached
retirement age yet. And there are many other families that will be making difficult decisions if this proposal
goes through. We will most likely move to other states that support their commercial fishing industry and
have to uproot our children’s whole lives. What doesn’t seem to be understood is that shrimp isn't caught
further than three miles off the coast. You will be almost eliminating fresh seafood from NC. Not to mention
the boats that are big enough to work outside of the proposed closures will be taking a much bigger risk.
Seafood will be available, mostly through farms, that will not only create more pollution, but will be selling
an unhealthy option.

Josh
Craddock

West
Virginia

We purchase shrimp from the NC area. Your not only effecting the NC area with this proposal. Your
effecting seafood lovers in WV/PA/MD. Our market support NC fisherman monthly with fish and shrimp

[purchases
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Josh Craddock

88 [Mary North How many more National, State, and Local jobs is the government going to hand over to foreign countries?

Frankle  |Carolina [Shrimping is a local industry that has provided local families with a livelihood for generations. The NC
marine fisheries commission has been reducing the area shrimpers can harvest from a little at a time to the
point of putting people out of work. This new proposal will be the death knell for many more. |, for one, do
not want to eat imported shrimp!

87 |Philip Snell[North Many years ago there were hundreds of small shrimp boats in Core Sound shrimping every night. There was

Carolina |never a shortage of fish. Now there are just a handful out there at night and you say they are causing a
shortage of fish. Nets now have 2 feds on them and most are using skimmer rigs so there is little bycatch.
Instead of destroying a way of life and jobs why don't you look at the real science. Right now there are
millions of cormarants in the sounds and rivers. They eat and average of 3 Ibs of small fish a day, That's 3
million pounds of baby fish every day, year round. They destroy thousands of tons of fish a year. Do like
most states have done and get a hunting season declared on them. Up north commerants have completely
devoided some lakes of fish. Please let them keep shrimping.

86 [Leslie North | have lived down east in for 20 years right on the water. | taught 8th grade science and am
McCombs |Carolina |raising a six year old and eleven year old. | am very concerned about your proposal to limit shrimping areas.
Porter | believe your plan will not only damage the economy of this area but also damage the fabric of the
Leslie communities that have relied on shrimping for generations. Children | have taught have pride in and hopes
McCombs for being shrimpers. They want to continue living here and value being the next generation to shrimp. The
Porter values and ethics they have learned are greatly needed in our world. Both of my children have learned so

much about life here that they could never haved learned any where else. Not everyone wants to live in
Raleigh and be part of what is defined as "progress”. It is not up to
You to limit the choices for the future of those who live here and want to continue to shrimp.

85 [Rachel Alabama [My grandparents lived in Cape Carteret and my uncle engaged in recreational fishing using a smaller vessel.

Sanders Given the size of his boat it would be unsafe for him to fish further out at sea. | highly recommend that the

opportunity afforded previous generations of my family be continued so as to enable my sons to access
areas closer to the shore. Yet more than the occasional opportunity we take to fish, | want those whose
livelihoods are dependent on the fishing to be able to continue to earn a living by being able to trawl for
shrimp closer to the shore. The negative impact of the decision to prohibit fishing in areas closer to the
shore would have a far reaching impact on the NC coastal communities by eliminating a sustainable form of

income for many individuals and families. Please reconsider this decision.
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My family has lived in the Down East area of North Carolina (near Beaufort) for generations. They came to
this area to make their living off the water, as did so many of their neighbors, and many have consistently
worked hard to do so since then. Please do not enact these proposed restrictions that will remove from
them their ability to continue to do so. They respect the water, care for it, and contribute to the local and
state wide economy in tangible ways. Allow them to continue to do so for future generations, as well.

Tyler
Robson

North
Carolina

| believe the problem is the limit size is 15" and the female is mature enough to have eggs at 15" where at
the male same as is roughly around 13" which puts the female for likely to be taken at 15" before she can
populate. | believe the limit size should change to atleast 17". Also | believe if most of the board members
were not commercial giggers then the rules would be more fair for the 98 percent of the recreational
fisherman. A few of y'all have ruined it for so many locals because you only see your point of view. Your
trying to make it a monopoly for your pockets. Why not change limit size keep it at 2-4 fish per licensee and
let the ocean trollers supply the market. Supply and demand would stay the same except commercial
inshore giggers wouldn't be able to get 2-400lbs a night during the open season. Their the problem along
with nets. I'm a recreational fisher myself if anyone was wondering. Nice article and thank you to the ones
that are in this for the fisheries and not a inshore monopoly.

Stella
Salter

North
Carolina

There's just been about everything shut down to our NC Commercial Fisherman & Women. You have taken
away almost everything away, from our local hardworking & honest living people. Not only are you taking
taking away families income that is to pay their bills, clothes off of their backs, food off their tables but, also
our Heritage! If it doesn’t make any of you a paycheck for you to pay your bills and, provide your families
with clothes and food you definitely are quick enough to shut it down. Y'all are greedy and, don't give a
damn about anyone else trying to make ends meet. All of you make me sick. Their is such a thing called
Karma and she's a big ass bitch and it will bite everyone of you in your ass.

Rodney
Taylor

North
Carolina

Please enact the recommendations of CCA NC! | have grown up fishing the costal waters of NC and have
witnessed the severe decline personally. This should have been addressed many years ago but it always
seems to get lost in the shuffle between the many different agency’s. Consolidation there would probably
be very beneficial and definitely more cost effective for the taxpayers of this State. That savings could then
be used for the betterment of our resource. The studies I've read in Louisiana indicated that after enacting
similar legislation, not only did their resource become on of the best in the country but the commercial
industry thrived by moving their operations off shore. Why are we one of the only states that have failed to
[protect our resources!

Kenneth

Humphries

North
Carolina

This proposal is another nail in the coffin from an already over-regulated industry that has been a staple
and a livelihood of NC for many years. Don't allow the well funded efforts of one group decide the fate of
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Kenneth many that are trying to make a living in the fishing industry. Removing this part of our heritage is removing
Humphries what MAKES North Carolina, North Carolina!!! - Ken Humphries.
79 |George |North You won't be happy until you put local water men out of business, do you want to import everything from
Urban Carolina  [China?? My question is WHY??
78 |[Barbara |North These fisherman supply a service to us all in bringing us food from our local waters as well as providing a
Toepfer |Carolina [living for their families. We as US citizens do not want to rely on foreign food and fisherman to place food
on our tables and take food from the mouths of dedicated fisherman and their families. They are voters as
well and taking away their livelihoods will cause them to vote accordingly.
77 [Rosemary |North Please do not do this. This will put many of our local fishermen out of business. How will they feed their
Daniels Carolina [families? These
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Johnny
Clark

North
Carolina

Do not vote to close those areas off. People are struggling enough as it is. More regulation is not the answer.
You are going to drive everyone to the poor house.

Kendall
Lawrence

North
Carolina

Please consider the negative impact this could have on our local community. My family would be DIRECTLY
impacted by this decision to close our waters to shrimping. SAVE our local shrimp industry.

Lannie
Belangia jr

North
Carolina

| am 7th generation commercial fishermen in my family | have a young family of my own. You people do
more damage than good by not listening to we the commercial Fisherman who are on the water everyday,
instead you choose to turn biologist loose to gather data and they don't even have the slightest idea how to
find and catch. You also do more harm than good by over regulation there are less working commercial
licenses now than ever thanks to NCDMF and we are more restricted than ever | struggle to feed my family
and pay my bills and there is more than enough seafood in the sound | shouldn't have this problem | own
and operate a 40ft trawler and pushing us offshore will only make my job more dangerous significantly. By
closing areas close to shore that we currently work the bottom will die and you will be doing the opposite of
preserving habitat for shrimp and fish if you want to actually help this natural recourse you need to stop
paying attention to the money you gain from sport fishermen by putting us out of and concentrate on
cleaning up our water. There are more people which means more pollution the salt water marshes are being
developed again more pollution plus mother natures natural filter gone every golf course in the are backs up
to marshes with creeks that fish and shrimp use to grow in but chemicals from run off ruin them this applies
to farmers to stop blaming us for things we do not do we love our jobs and the water we make our living on
we are the last people that want to see these natural resources suffer and definitely would never want to
over fish any fishery because we would be out of work withe there being less fishermen now than ever and
more bull shit restrictions that do more harm than good why regulate us so strongly it obviously does no
good because we aren't the damn problem. Recreational fishermen are more of a threat than we are at this
point. Why do we have trip tickets to keep track of landings and they don't have to report their's yall need to
tighten up on that they can call and tag fish just like hunters tag deer

Debbie
Martin

North
Carolina

The proposed areas for closure will only drive small shrimpers out of business. The large suppliers that ship
their catches are the ones who need regulating. Please vote to keep these shrimpers who supply local needs
in business- keep these areas available
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To them. Many seafood boats ship everything up north- they need to be only offshore. Help our local
economy get better- not sunk.

NEAL
LEWIS

North
Carolina

Closing Pamlico Sound for ALL trawling is a draconian measure that is not necessary. North Carolina is a
leader in the development of by-catch reduction. This fishery is sustainable under the current supervisory
auspices of NCDMF. | feel that this discussion has not adequately taken into account the natural cyclical
patterns of the species found in this area. An entire economic culture will be jeopardized - if not eliminated -
by this action. And, this would push consumers further in the direction of consuming foreign, farm-raised -
and unhealthy - seafood...

It is obvious that the push from the well-funded recreational fishing organizations is being heard the loudest.
Their bias stretches the evidence found in the data to advance their long-standing animus toward the
commercial fishery.

Your actions have historical environmental, economic and cultural consequences. Please act wisely.

Thank you.

PATTI
SAFRIT

North
Carolina

Support small business, right? This includes the "small" family owned fishermen and farmers. If anyone needs
a longer season, it is them. One storm can wipe out their source of income. DON'T BE THAT STORM!

Heather
Gaskill

North
Carolina

This is beyond ridiculous, it's right down SICKENING! There has been so much taken from our commercial
fishermen already and these latest restrictions would be the final nail in their coffin. This is more than a
heritage, it's money in their bank accounts, food on their tables, presents under their trees and it is being
taken away little by little. My husband is no longer a commercial fishermen but we love fresh local seafood
as much as anyone else, how about all these restaurants and people coming here wanting fresh local
seafood, where is it going to come from when everyone has had to quit because they forced out??Fisherman
have been around since the Bible, it's a natural way of survival and these bans and restrictions are absurd!!
Let these men work and make a living to put roofs over their heads and food on our tables!!!!

Linda
Gaskins
Linda
Gaskins

North
Carolina

| am a lifelong resident of Pamlico County with ancestral roots in Cedar Island and have real concerns for the
impact this closure will make on the economics of this area. My grandfather was a poor skiff fisherman from
Carteret County who raised a large family because of availability of seafood from the waters near home as
not only income but a food source.

Coastal fishermen still depend on the harvest of seafood for their livelihood, and the residents depend on it
for food source. What is better than fresh shrimp from the waters surrounding us? What is better than
knowing that the season will open soon and funds can be replenished in the households of these

hardworking fishermen to keep their families' needs supplied, to keep food on their tables, and their
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mortgages out of foreclosure.
In the times we all have endured since the beginning of 2020, it seems our governing officials would
consider the economic effect on so many who already in trouble and struggling to survive. This is a slap in
the face to these NC residents. | ask that you reconsider, modify this plan, and keep waters open for easy
accessibility to our people. Remember those families who have kept dreams alive through the bounties
offered in our coastal waters.
Thank you for the opportunity to express my views.
68 [lohn North Why are you trying to kill people’s livelihoods????? | hope you enjoy your imported shit feed farm raised
Romano [Carolina [shrimp!!!!
John
Romano
67 |Cat North My husband and | fully support limiting where shrimp boats have access. Neighboring states have stricter
Hamidi  [Carolina |regulations which protect the estuaries. NC should do the same.
66 [Percy North Drag nets should be limited or band from all sounds due to the damage to the nursery bycatch. Plenty of
Houchens [Carolina [shrimp run to the Ocean. Last few years |'ve never seen so many shrimp boats for so long in the season in
the Ocean.
65 |[Norma  [North My family is a commercial fishing family. | serve the public by working as a nurse in Carteret County and | am
Christine |Carolina |a Shrimp Dealer. My husband is a full time Commercial Fisherman. My husband, Doug Guthrie Jr., is a Fourth
Guthrie Generation Fisherman, as his family always used the local inside waters to provide a means of income and

food to eat for their family as well as others. My husband channel nets for shrimp as well as uses butterfly
nets and shrimp trawls to catch shrimp in Core Sound and the Adam'’s Creek area. There are a lot of factors
that determines whether he catches shrimp. Those factors are weather, breakdowns of equipment/boat, tide,
personal health, and regulations, just to name a few. Most of what | named no one has any control over.
However, regulations is something that you do have control. If you regulate shrimping as proposed, you will
put my husband and those just like him completely out of business. My husband is nearing 50 years old with
no other means of making an income for his family. Just imagine for a minute, how you would feel if
someone told you that you had to stop doing what you were born to do, what your forefathers taught you
to do, and the only job you know how to do at age 50. How would you throw down the only job that you
know and try to find/learn another? My husband has no other means of work, knows no other trade, and
why should he have to be forced to learn anything else when he is working now, paying taxes now, and

providing the most pure form of food available to the public; wild caught shrimp. There is absolutely no
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reason at all that anyone should regulate the proposed waters to the point that it puts a fisherman out of
business. It's absurd and there is no concrete evidence of why to close shrimping for my husband and for
others like him. | go shrimping with my husband every chance | get. My sons go with my husband to help
him out when they can. It's a way of life and it has sustained us through our 26 years of marriage. There are
good and bad times, as with many self employed jobs, but regulating it to the point of extinction is the
wrong thing to do for the industry and for others like us. You mustn’t shut us down and put my husband out
of work. Haven't we been through enough over the past 22 months? So many Americans last year that
couldn’t work for one reason or another, namely Covid. If anyone really reads my comments, | wish they
would stop for one minute and think about what I've written and put themselves in our shoes. We cannot
possibly start over with a new occupation at this point in our lives. Where is the logic that this proposal
would be a good decision for all?

64 [Timothy Please do not close the waters to shrimping .

Mills

63 |Paula North Our shrimp are a God given natural resource & we deserve the right to catch them, buy them fresh & enjoy
Gillikin Carolina [them. And our fishermen deserve to be able to make a living off them!

62 |Benton  [North Shrimping has been away of life for the downcast community's for many of years. Limiting this resource u r
Eubanks |Carolina [taking away peoples lively hood all because a bunch of people from some where else has moved here and
Eubanks want to stop the commercial fisherman.

61 |CA North As a lifelong NC resident, and coastal resident, | am appalled at the continued mismanagement of our
Pittman [Carolina [saltwater finfish species. It is TIME for a change. Change in the status quo. Change in the ability if nets to

decimate our fish stocks. Change in management philosophy.
The inshore nets have to go. PERIOD. At least until our fish stocks recover. If the inshore netting is not
ended, we risk losing some stocks forever. For my children, and their children.

End the RCGL category. Why should we allow recreational fishermen to use commercial gear that is
indiscriminate. We MUST end inshore trawling, as well as the use of gillnets in inshore waters.

At the very least, manage the State's geographies separately. The areas of Brunswick County for instance - all
fairly narrow and relatively shallow, should be managed differently than other larger bodies of water such as
the NURSERY areas of Pamlico and Albemarle. All commercial netting in nursery areas MUST be ended ASAP.

Regarding the flounder FMP - why in the world would you force the citizens and residents of NC to go to SC
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or Va to fish for flounder? Why would you want NC dollars to go to other states for fish readily available
now. | urge you to implement a 1 fish per day creel limit for flounder suitable to the spawning pattern of
flounder. Why would a family pay $400 for an inshore charter in NC when they can only keep 4 trout, 1
drum, ZERO flounder, and maybe throw in a black drum. It's not worth it. These charter captains are going to

go out of business. The pier operators lose business daily when no one believes they have a chance to catch
fish.

Prior to the proliferation of the use of cheap, monofilament gill nets, the pound net fishery was the dominant
source of harvest and can easily capture the proposed total allowable catch of southern flounder. Despite
the warnings of many, pound nets have been allowed to increase as the southern flounder harvest has
dramatically decreased.

The phase out of the use of large mesh gill nets would eliminate the need for the sea turtle and sturgeon
ITPs and with it the expense of observers and the headaches associated with non-compliance.
Commissioners have to be questioning why the DMF is even considering a renewal application for a permit
to allow endangered sea turtles to be killed in large mesh gill nets when the gear is no longer needed to
harvest the allowable commercial harvest limit? Moreover, the removal of large mesh gill nets would
minimize dead discards of important species such as red drum, black drum, and sheepshead. With the
severity of the restrictions that lie ahead, DMF should not allow any new pound nets until the stock has
sufficiently recovered. Once recovered, a limited entry system should be employed when issuing any new
pound net permits with priority given to displaced gill netters.

Any thought of a recreational ONLY hook and line slot limit on flounder should be immediately rejected as
arbitrary and capricious. If a slot limit is applied, it should be applied equally to both user groups.

Regarding trawling - push the out of NC boats off the beaches - 3 miles. Eliminate trawling in nursery areas
and the ICW. Why in the world would we allow netting of juvenile fish species before they have even had a
chance to spawn one single time. Forget the mesh size argument. The nets must go.

Gears such as shrimp and crab trawls, along with oyster dredges and clam kickers, all re-suspend sediments
laced with pollutants, such as heavy metals, from areas upriver that have been secured in soft bottom areas

by various filter feeders and scavengers that live in this habitat. Such activity reduces water clarity, which, in
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turn, damages areas of subaquatic vegetation (SAV). Re-suspended sediments can settle on shell beds,
choking out what little remaining oyster reefs we have. Re-releasing toxins in our sounds can only harm the
multitude of “critters” that live in these areas.

Commercial fishermen and DMF staff often state that the damage done to these areas of soft bottom is
temporary and minimal. Yet satellite imaging shows numerous regions where deep scarring and
channelization have occurred in areas where bottom disturbing gears are allowed.

Running these gears over areas of soft bottom also strips them of the typical diverse benthic communities
full of juvenile fish, crabs, sponges, barnacles, and more. Leaving behind nothing but the dead bycatch that
was shoveled overboard and some bristleworms to feast on the buffet raining down on a once fertile
bottom.

Compare the monetary impact of recreational fishing in NC to the economic impact of commercial fishing in
NC. it's not even close. Recreational economic impact FAR outpaces anything provided by commercial
fishing.

No one wants to see commercial fishermen go out of business. NC is the ONLY remaining Southern or Gulf
state to allow inshore netting to the extent we do, and EVERY other state still have commercial fisheries. NC
could and should have a world class inshore fishery, but we are prevented from having that by an
increasingly small group of commercial fishermen and their allies who refuse to compromise even one single
fish.

PLEASE consider reasonable fisheries reforms before our finfish stocks collapse as they have done in New
England to never recover again in any of our lifetimes.

Clifford
Rice

North
Carolina

| was dismayed to see the proposed shrimp trawling closures and feel you should NOT implement them. If
you do some checking, you will find that the number of commercial fishermen who do this work continues
to decline and over time, the impact of shrimping in these areas will greatly diminish. In the meantime, if this
closure is implemented, the few fishermen who rely on this to support their families will suffer greatly and

with little resulting benefit to the other fish stocks you proclaim to be protecting.
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59 |[Danny North There is no reason that we the people should not be able to get in a boat walk on a pier or on the beach and
Lewis Carolina |catch some flounder when you're allowing thousands and thousands of pounds of them to be drug in by
nets out there in the ocean.
58 [Samantha [North Shrimp are a natural resource we are entitled to harvest or buy locally. Your regulations are unjust, and are
Simmons |[Carolina |[negatively affecting our communities.
57 |Savannah |North Shrimping in the proposed closed areas is part of my family’s heritage and many others in the community. |
Miller Carolina |grew up on fresh local shrimp and | would love for my children to do the same. If this is passed that wouldn't
be possible. Not to mention there is no true scientific data that would grant such a drastic closure. | hate
imported shrimp and this would make it so that would be all | could get. It will ruin people’s livelihoods and
cause a lot of the down east communities to suffer. Families will suffer if this is passed. | urge you to not
grant these closures. For the sake of the community and for families that rely on shrimping to pay their bills.
56 [Tracy North “The commercial fishing industry is what built eastern nc. It built and paid for our schools, court houses, fire
Merkley [Carolina |departments, churches, etc. and we will settle for nothing less than that in the future....”

-Jonathon Robinson
ENC Commercial fisherman and county commissioner

There are no truer words than his! It has provided food for our community and provided a way of life for the
men and women who are called to work on the water. It has been a way of life for literally centuries in
eastern NC. Abolishing this will only make matters worse for folks who depend on commercial fishing to
make a living. | support rules and regulation as | do believe we have to have some boundaries, but totally
abolishing it is absolutely ridiculous. Our towns, counties, and state DEPEND on the commercial fishing
industry to survive. Just like the saying says, “if you ate today, thank a farmer,” | say “if you ate seafood
today, thank a commercial fisherman!” We are AS DEPENDENT on the commercial fishing industry as we are
the farming industry. The answer isn't to just buy frozen seafood caught somewhere in Asia and just get
another job, the answer is to support the industry that has BUILT our community! Eastern NC would not be
where it is today had it not been for the commercial fishing industry. To me it seems that the real reason
people don't want commercial fishing around is because they believe it ruins their view at their “beach
house!” I'm more concerned about folks making a pay check and having a way of life to support their
families, than someone's view at their beach hour. The politicians that support this should be removed from

office, because they have betrayed the folks that they swore to work for and help!
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-Tracy Merkley
Son of a commercial fisherman
55 |Michael [North The closing of these areas would affect what | do for a living drastically. | enjoy being able to provide fresh
Piner Carolina |shrimp/fish for my community, but since | am in a small boat | can only work in specific places and the ocean
will not be an option for me. Please take in consideration the smaller boats that provide fresh shrimp/fish for
our community. Thank you.
54 |Carl North | do not support he closer of the Sound or any inland waterways
Toepfer |Carolina
53 |Sammy  |North NO! This is a terrible idea. There is absolutely no reason to do this. Do not close anymore areas for
Meadows [Carolina [shrimping.
52 [Cameron |[North | enjoy local North Carolina caught shrimp. | support NC Shrimpers and the fresh local sustainable product
Whitaker [Carolina |[they provide to the consumers across this great state.
51 [Sammy [North NO! This is a terrible idea. There is absolutely no reason to do this. Do not close anymore areas for
Meadows [Carolina |[shrimping.
50 [thomas [North theres no need to close inside waters theres only dragging a few months out of the year and thats not
lawrence |Carolina |hurting anything the commision only wants to close these water to shut the cca assholes up and to be
honest the commission isnt much better than they are you sold the licenses to fish these waters now you
want to do away with it maybe a class action suit will be more in line with things in the near future the
commision is working on behalf of the cca and you dont care who you hurt in the process
49 |Devin North The proposed closure will be devastating to our local commercial fishermen. These are people who have
Daniels [Carolina [been making a living working these water for generations. These are people with small operations that will

be put out of business that are just trying to provide for their families.

Personally | enjoy locally caught seafood. | don't order seafood unless | know it comes from our waters.
These closures are going to make that more difficult.

These proposed changes are also going to push people farther out, not only is more hazardous to the
fishermen, it also increases the risk of nets getting caught in artificial reefs and wrecks. As a local diver, that
not only poses a risk to those habitats, but also the diving industry. It is hazardous and time consuming to
remove these nets and NOAA refuses to get involved with it.

This is a complex issue with a lot of variables, but | believe that the closures as proposed is not the answer.
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48 |James North this is long overdue, please support this problem we must not let the fish down i have been on WRC for a
Cogdell |Carolina [long period of time please stay your course and stay on the watch while you sail the waters of nc for facts
and remove the fiction love to all who help us god bless Jim Cogdell
47 |Michelle [North | am strongly opposed to the proposed shrimping closures. If passed, not only will smaller commercial
Pitman  [Carolina |[shrimpers be out of business and lose their livelihood, the recreational shrimper will be gone as well. Fresh,
local shrimp are also important to the local economy. Local restaurants will be forced to serve imported or
farm-raised shrimp that can be served anywhere, These shrimp are also not as good as local wild caught
shrimp which locals and tourists alike so enjoy. Do not, | repeat, do not approve these closures!
46 |Molly Neal|North | believe this is wrong. You are taking the way of making a living from the little man. This isn't your way of
Molly Neal|Carolina |making your money so obviously you don't care. If this was your resource and the tables were turned how
would you feel.
45 |Brian West|Virginia |l live in Virginia but shrimp for a living in nc if these areas are closed since I'm in a small boat | will not be
Brian West able to provide for my family as well as a lot of other guys and gals that work in smaller boats
44 |Richard | am against any areas being closed to shrimping. Already 47 percent on inland waters are closed to
Gibson shrimping. The number of people shrimping has dropped steadily over the past 20 years. By catch has been
reduced over the last 25 years. Don't put the commercial fisherman out of business.
43 |Glenn North What is the reason for putting our hard working people out of business
Page Carolina
Glenn
Page
42 |Gene North By shutting down inshore shrimping your causing a bunch of problems. Killing the economy. Putting
Springle |Carolina |Commercial fishing families into poverty Even more so than what they already are.and how bout jobs in the
Springle erea...plus marine fisheries won't be selling commercial licenses like they were so it's a lose lose situation all
the way around.
41 Pohn Buck [North Just why do we the people of the fishing industry have to keep fighting for our way of life?
Carolina
40 |Kayla North It's sad that it has nothing to do about the seafood but all about how to destroy the working middle class
Becton  |Carolina [that have dedicated their lives to the Industry that feeds you clean,healthy and edible seafood.

Before long there won't be Jobs or local food sources, amazing what the mighty dollar does right?




# |[Name State Please type your comments in the box below.
39 |Erik North Gill nets and trawlers are taking our fish. At the same time we're stocking lakes and rivers inland. Too bad
Rasmusse |Carolina |nobody in Raleigh cares about our salt water fishing.
n We will be a desert soon.
38 |Garrett  [North | agree we need to manage the fisheries so our children have the opportunity to enjoy the fisheries also. |
Taylor Carolina |have been saltwater fishing for 25 years inshore and have seen a big change in the stocks. There needs to be
more regulations on commercial fishing quotas and shrimpers, netting etc. | believe if we cut back on
commercial quotas and shrimpers, the stocks will rebound in no time. | just don’'t understand why it is always
about the commercial guys. All the ones at the top of marine fisheries and state care about is the money that
the commercial is making for them. It truly is sad. We need to keep the recreational sector open for the fact
that if we close down recreational fishery there will be no interest for kids and families to go. Also the red
drum, trout have been declining since these closers were put into effect on flounder. Garrett Taylor
37 |William  |North | would appreciate not being insulted by opening flounder season in NC for only two weeks. Please review
Hill Carolina [the flounder seasons and limits other bordering states have or put in place when fishing for summer
flounder. It doesn't seem that you are accomplishing much if SC and VA have more extensive seasons and
limits. Please convince me that our recreational fishermen/and women are truly depleting the flounder
population. Do your best to open a flounder season that is fair and equitable to NC residence.
36 |(KEITH North To whom it may concern,
TOSTO  [Carolina |l was born and raised in the community of- located in the northeast corner of Carteret County. |

have lived here my entire life. | have been involved with commercial fishing from a very early age. | started
working on a shrimp boat at the age of 12. | am now 63 years old. With over 50 years' experience of being
involved | have seen a lot of changes and | think my opinion matters simply because | know what | am
talking about.

| “joined” the first two public meetings and listened as the three biologists gave their presentation. | was
quickly reminded of the adage “if you can't baffle them with brilliance, befuddle them with BS”. | could see
right through what they were attempting to do. They have no regard for the industry which they are trying
to control. They completely disrespect the people, the tradition and the heritage they are attempting to
destroy. They are quick to use their fancy-colored graphs and use of acronyms to create their version of the
facts. But here is the truth:

People shrimping for a living do not want to catch fish. Plain and simple. We use try nets to check to see
what is there and if there are too many fish we move on. The use of larger BRDs and larger tail bag size
reduces the amount of bycatch. | have witnessed that, although it does appear that it reduces the amount of

shrimp also but the amount of fish being caught in shrimp trawls is WAY less than it was just a few years
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ago.

People shrimping for a living do not want to catch grass (SAV). It clogs the net and makes for more work. It
is my experience that the larger more adult shrimp do not stay in the grass beds. Also, SAV does not occur in
water deeper than 6 foot deep. This was stated by Anne Deaton, Habitat Assessment Program Manager
DMF, in one of the two meetings | observed. | personally do not know of anyone that trawls in 6 foot of
water or less. In my area it is illegal to trawl in 6 foot or less. It is illegal to set crab pots in water that is over 6
foot deep. Thus, theoretically ending gear conflicts. | heard comments that enforcing the 6-foot depth would
be difficult. Really? The necessary high-tech equipment is currently being used to check the 6-foot depth for
crab pots. It consists of a section of PVC pipe with the 6-foot mark shown on the pipe. The officer sticks the
pipe in the water until it reaches bottom. If it goes over the mark, it is deeper than 6 feet. If it does not, then
it is less than 6 feet. Now how difficult is that?

Here are my suggestions: To protect the SAV areas, close all areas to trawling that are 6-foot or less. | am
sure that if you mark these areas on your charts, you will see that this will take in an exceptionally large area.
And thus, satisfying the need to protect SAV areas. This will affect very few shrimpers.

To reduce by catch, enlarge the areas that only allow 90 feet of headrope to include Neuse River, Bay River,
and Pamlico River. Do not close these areas to trawling. This will allow the smaller boats to operate. The
larger boats that trawl with 220 feet of headrope could pull 90 feet of headrope if they so desire to work in
these areas. Make the 1 34" tail bag size the statewide law to include the ocean. As it is now, | can pull 1 12"
tail bag in the tributaries but not in the sound. | can also pull the smaller mesh in the ocean. To a lot of
people in the industry this is backwards and makes no sense.

These are the only two measures that | could agree to. It has been made clear that the Division lacks the data
to justify the closures that have been suggested. The economic impact alone would be devastating to the
coastal communities.

| hope this letter is read by someone with enough insight to realize the closures suggested are not what this
industry needs right now. Do more studies, gather better data and make good decisions based on facts.
Thank you,

Keith Tosto

Hank
Myers

North
Carolina

I'm a recreational fisherman in Brunswick County the time | have to fish is limited so when | do fish it's really
nice when | catch some fish I've noticed a steady decline over the last 20 years of being a resident of
Island that the fishing has gotten considerably worse over the years I'm totally for all the conservation efforts

that you guys have explained and | hope that the proper decisions can be made by the higher ups that
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control these fisheries

| can only hope that my grand children will be able to experience some of the fishing that | did as a kid on
the North Carolina coast I'm 65 years old now and have serious concerns of whether that's gonna happen or
not

Respectfully submitted
HANk myers

Arnold
Murray

North
Carolina

At 72 years of age, | am so disappointed that | cannot take my grandchildren fishing with rod and reels for
flounders and catch enough to have a backyard fish fry with the family. | have bought fishing license , boat
registration, and trailer tags, etc. and obeyed the laws since | was 16. only to be told | can't catch fish now
that | have the time to go. There are more fish, shrimp, and oysters, that are sold unreported by the "legal
commercial” fishermen than the amount of decline that the harvest record reflects. Just the water pollution
from countless boats that remain in the water is enough to cause marine life to decline in any area. Just look
at the grass stems along our waterways, sludge and rainbow oil scum everywhere. Mullet and spot runs
bypass our shorelines for a reason.

Eddie
Stallings

North
Carolina

| fully support all the CCA recommendations!

Bill
Wallace

North
Carolina

NC is a disgrace and national embarrassment concerning our coastal fisheries management. The use of
destructive gear must be stopped. The two week recreational flounder season this year was a total insult to
the recreational fisherman. The evil greedy corrupt politicians and commercial fisherman responsible must
be stopped. It is incredibly irresponsible to continue these destructive practices. | pray to God Almighty that
these problems will go away.

Bennie
Spencer

North
Carolina

The fish are not endangered or over fished by us recreational fisherpersons, IT IS the ones dragging
the nets with in yards of the shore and keep fish the recreational people have to through back.
| see a menue that has "Baby Flounder"”, | want to through the menue away and walk out.

Jason
Salter

North
Carolina

| am 100% against the recommended changes concerning the shrimp fishery. In fact, | am appalled that such
recommendations would even be given a second glance. Commercial fisherman have been attacked enough
over the years for no reason. Your purpose states the changes "focus on management to further reduce
bycatch and protect critical habitat.” The reality is, the changes will eliminate the industry and have a
negative effect on our local economy. The shrimp fishery is one of the top two commercial fisheries year
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after year. To add to the closed area, which is already 47% of inland waters, is not the answer. It might not be
felt in the communities that rely on tourism, but most definitely will in communities that rely on commercial
fishing.

The report noted that the number of trips landing shrimp has declined since 1994. | agree with this simply
because the number of commercial fisherman has declined. The reason behind the reduction of any of the
landing of any species is the fact that many fisherman have already been put out of business as a result of
emotion, instead of science. The interpretation of much of the data is flawed/biased and really not based on
science at all. If it were, why would be changing our strategies on such short notice. BRDs, TEDS, and other
modifications have already reduced bycatch by up to 57% according to your data. If it's not broken don't try
to fix it. This is yet another example of "We are the government and we are here to help." Please do not
implement these changes!

Joe
Bubenzer

North
Carolina

Alan
Moore

North
Carolina

| support the Coastal Conservation Association position regarding the southern Flounder FMP review, ie

Faced with at least a decade of these restrictions, any commercially harvested southern flounder can (and
should) be taken by gears that are cleaner and more sustainable, those being pound nets and gigs.

Regards,
Joe Bubenzer

| have been a recreational fisherman in coastal NC waters, mostly in the Oak Island area, for more than sixty
years. My strong impression is that fish populations have declined dramatically. | urge the Commission to
protect recreational fishing in NC, and | support the positions of the CCA NC.

Ken
Redman

North
Carolina

Obviously, with all the data that has been submitted to the MFC, North Carolina's fish resources problem is
simply a politically induced holocaust where the commercial netting fishermen pay or subsidize their elected
politicians to further sustain the pillage with their lack of legislative policies to help replenish the depleted
stocks. The depleted stocks need the current litigation to force the NC government to recognize the data
and aggressively work to replenish this natural resource since the elected politicians are too ignorant or
greedy to get the job done correctly. Shame, shame, shame on those elected officials for their ignorance

Taylor
Koch

North
Carolina

Please make readily available an explanation as to why 2 weeks of flounder, specifically related to having a
lower limit for more weeks. Eg. 4 fish for 2 weeks. Rather, 1 fish for 4 weeks or something a little more

friendly to the average fisher-person. | fish the inshore often through the summer and fall, and occassionally
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gut hook a flounder, only to watch it float down in death. If we could keep ONE per day, this would limit this
senseless waste of our resources; and w/ the many inshore fish to keep, having ONE flounder per day for a
longer season would create a greater chance as a mixed back and some fresh fish for dinner.

Jack Dunn

North
Carolina

| am writing as a recreational fisherman but principally as someone who values the protection of the broader
resource. | implore the commission to protect the long-term integrity of the Pamlico sound for both
commercial and recreational fisherman and for all citizens of North Carolina. We all have to sacrifice to
protect a body of water and a fishery that are in decline. I've highlighted certain points below:

1. | would recommend a slightly longer recreational season but would limit the creel to one fish per
fisherman and recommend a slot for harvested fish of 15 inches to 20 inches so that larger fish are released
to breed. I've witnessed first hand the number of folks that fish twice a day and harvest their flounder limits
both times for multiple days of the flounder system; limiting the creel limit maintains recreational interest in
the species but should help prevent over fishing and excessive targeting of the species when the season is
open. On a slightly unrelated note | also support a slot for speckled trout where the creel limit is maintained
at 4 fish per person and the minimum length remains the same with a maximum length of 20 inches added.

2. | encourage the prohibition of large mesh gill nets because the practice results in the death of undersized
flounder and large incidental takes of other species like red drum. If the commission elects not to ban gill
nets | encourage the idea of a poundage limit for flounder harvest in NC(as set by biologist to increase
stocks) irrespective of means(gill nets, gigging, pound nets) or location (inshore or ocean) and once that
poundage is reached all forms of harvest need to stop by the year including any form of harvest that
involves incidental take (ie all forms of netting except those that produce 100% live fish and a means to cull
those fish without death). Said differently, once the chosen tonnage was reached all forms of netting except
pound nets would be prohibited and all fish secured through pound nets would be released. | also
encourage a careful study of the speckled trout population and a prescribed tonnage limit for that species
that once reached requires the removal of all gear that targets the species or results in incidental taking.

3. | encourage the commission to eliminate in shore trawling for shrimp in its entirety as the extensive by
catch has outsized implications on the ecosystem and populations of spot, croaker, weakfish, sheepshead,
black drum and weak fish. Additionally large trawlers with bottom disturbing gear harm the integrity of the
bottom creating excessive suspended sediments and substantially impacting the health of aquatic

vegetation and shellfish which serves as important water filters, reduce erosion and provide critcal protection
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during storm events. If inshore trawling is not prohibited please consider limiting shrimp gear to skimmer
rigs that don't impact the bottom, require all shrimpers to pay income tax in NC and all shrimp boats to pay
property tax in NC (no other states provide reciprocity for our commercial fisherman) and require that

shrimping occurs within one nautical mile of shore to protect marine nursery areas and critical aquatic
vegetation and shellfish habitats.

Thank you for your consideration of my ideas. | value the notion of protecting commercial fishing as a way of

life and having the opportunit
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I'm a full time commercial fisherman. Closing the Bay and Neuse rivers would impact my family and | because
this is where I've been shrimping for 30+ years. This area is close to my home and where | work traditionally.
Please consider that the small local boats depend on these areas and we work only a small part of this area that
is productive. Also industry has taken action to reduce bycatch via TEDS and BYRDS.

111 |johnnie

burgess

North
Carolina

| strongly feel the DMF has not given enough consideration on their recommendation concerning shrimpers
and shrimping. North Carolina was the first state to implement the “excluder device” on shrimp trawlers. There
is no evidence that the devices aren’t working correctly or at all. The area involved in the DMF"s proposal is too
broad and creates a devastating impact on the local shrimping community. Consider that 65% of the state’s
shrimpers use boats that are less than 30 feet in length and cannot safely navigate deeper water in open areas
if inclement weather conditions prevail. Due to the DMF's untimely announcement of this propaganda, DMF
has not allowed enough time to study the impact or devastation that it will create on the statewide shrimping
industry. | feel the DMF should create an exploratory committee to study the proposed amendment. | would be
more than happy to Chair this committee to help the DMF do better at creating better understanding,
solutions, and communication for the public and shrimping industry.

12 [Linda

Davis

North
Carolina

We the people of Carteret County are totally against closing the waters surrounded by our county and the
coast of NC for small shrimp trawlers and fisherman! This tradition has been a way of life from the beginning of
people settling here! Our county depends on it!! This is so wrong!! DO NOT SHUT DOWN THE SMALL
FISHERMAN'S WAY OF LIFE!!

113 [Robert

Heist, Jr

North
Carolina

I live in and buy all of my seafood local especially shrimp. The shrimpers that | buy from all have
smaller boats and are not suited to off shore or Pamlico Sound areas. Most use either Core Sound, the Straits
or North River which would be off limits if this were passed. They would be out of business and probably have
to rely on Government handouts, not their skills and experiences.

| do not and will not eat imported seafood period. My health and taste are of concern!

Steve
King

North
Carolina

NC MFC and the various divisions need to:

1) quit kicking cans down the road, voting for more study need. MAKE A DECISION

2) the science shows clear evidence of declining finfish populations - as stewards of the environment what are
you doing for any user base besides commercial shrimp trawlers and the industry in general? The answer
appears to be, "nothing."

If your child received failing grades year after year after year, would you think a change is needed?




MFC Comments, Nov. 8, 2021

# |Name [State Please type your comments in the box below.
1 |Holly North  |Commercial fishing is a huge part of Carteret County's history and is still an industry that many families in our
Lawson |Carolina [community rely on for their livelihood. This is particularly true for the economically depressed eastern end of
the county. There has to be a better solution - a compromise - that balances the livelihood of our fishermen
and protecting our natural resources. Please do not close all of the proposed areas in the central region
because it will decimate many small businesses in our area and lead to hardship for many.
2 [Terry North Leave the smaller shrimp boats alone they do very little damage as compared to the large shrimp boats pulling
Metts Carolina |a lot of net. The small boat shrimpers are family operated and local and provide a fresh product for us to
purchase STOP destroying the commercial fishing industry in NC We need LESS GOVERNMENT and Your
REGULATIONS
3 [Marc North Start managing for the benefit of the public Instead of worrying about the profits of a select few. | will be
Boettger |Carolina [calling for and supporting any measure to get rid of the NCDMF and the MFC. Put coastal fisheries under the
management of the NCWRC, they actually follow the science and use common sense to manage our resources.
The MFC is a disgrace to public resource management. We allow practices in NC that have been banned or
severally limited along the entire east coast and Gulf of Mexico for decades. It is a joke at this point.
4 |Paula North Please vote AGAINST the proposed shrimp trawling regulations.
Shinn Carolina
5 |Dawn North Please do NOT close any further coastal NC watered for shrimping.
Simpsom |Carolina
6 |Rosie North Please do not make this change. It'll devastate a lot of families, fishermen. And consumers.
Davis Carolina
7 |Sandra |North Please do not follow thru with the closures, You will hurt our local fishermen. Support our local fisherman, it is
Hill Carolina [their livelihood. It be devastating to them and their families. We need to continue to provide NC residents with
local seafood, not from a foreign country. Stand up for America.
8 [Marklan [North  |Please consider changing the Flounder season for 2022 so that we can target them during the "cheaper” off
Meadows|Carolina [season. Oct - Nov. Even if it means lowering the creel to have a longer season. (Living on a tight retirement
budget) Thank you
9 |Steven [North  [Why do you people keep restricting local people from catching seafood from our waters. We keep having to
Rowe Carolina [find new ways of hiding and getting our catches on shore but we are doing it. It is not fair.
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