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Spotted Seatrout Cold Stun Event Update



Cold Stun Protocol

2

• Take into consideration:
o Size and scope of kill
o Severity and scope of 

temperature exposure

Chocowinity Bay
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Cold Stun Protocol

5

• Take into consideration:
o Size and scope of kill
o Severity and scope of 

temperature exposure
o Rate of water temperature 

change
o Prolonged below average 

air temperatures
o Evaluation of water 

temperature triggers

Oriental



Event Timeline
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• January 13, 2025: 
Division received first cold stun reports

Little Alligator River
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• January 13, 2025: 
Division received first cold stun reports

• January 14–21, 2025: 
Additional cold stun reports/investigation

Beaufort
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• January 13, 2025: 
Division received first cold stun reports

• January 14–21, 2025: 
Additional cold stun reports/investigation

• January 22, 2025: 
Proclamation FF-11-2025

• January 22–29, 2025: 
>5” of snow, additional cold stun 
reports/investigation 

Topsail Island
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Event Timeline
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• January 13, 2025: 
Division received first cold stun reports

• January 14–21, 2025: 
Additional cold stun reports/investigation

• January 22, 2025: 
Proclamation FF-11-2025

• January 22–29, 2025: 
>5” of snow, additional cold stun 
reports/investigation

• March 13, 2025: 
MFC adopts Amendment 1

• April 8, 2025: 
Proclamation FF-15-2025



Amendment 1: Cold Stun Management
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• Initial management
o Extend fishery closure through 

June 30 following a severe cold 
stun 

Little Alligator River



Amendment 1: Cold Stun Management
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• Initial management
o Extend fishery closure through 

June 30 following a severe cold 
stun 

• Cold stun adaptive management
o Size limits, bag/trip limits, gill net 

yardage, seasons

Trent River



Moving Forward
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• Cold stun adaptive management
o Will continue to analyze data

Topsail Island



Moving Forward
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• Cold stun adaptive management
o Will continue to analyze data

• Final Cold Stun Report
o February 2026 MFC Meeting

Newport River
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Questions?

Lucas Pensinger 
Email: lucas.pensinger@deq.nc.gov 
Office: 252-515-5638

Melinda Lambert 
Email: melinda.lambert@deq.nc.gov 
Office: 252-515-5638

mailto:lucas.pensinger@deq.nc.gov
mailto:lucas.pensinger@deq.nc.gov
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