
Features of Zeke's Island Reserve
A rock revetment, installed in the 1880s, created 
the lagoon-like estuary complex at the Zeke’s Island 
Reserve. It is one of the most unusual areas of the North 
Carolina coast, with more than 220 acres of uplands and 
1,400 acres of estuary habitats.

Creation of the Reserve
The property that makes up the Zeke’s Island Reserve 
was held in private ownership throughout most of 
the twentieth century. Previously it was the site of a 

terrapin hatchery. The property was donated, in its 
entirety, in 1980 by Mr. Walter Davis. In 1985, the Zeke’s 
Island Reserve was dedicated as one of four N.C. 
National Estuarine Research Reserve components.

Purpose of the Reserve
This natural area is one of 10 sites that make up the 
North Carolina Coastal Reserve & National Estuarine 
Research Reserve. Preservation of the Zeke’s Island 
Reserve allows this coastal ecosystem to be available as 
a natural outdoor laboratory where scientists, students, 
and the general public can learn about coastal processes, 

coastal area. Traditional uses, including recreation, are 
allowed as long as they do not disturb the environment 
or organisms or interfere with research and educational 
activities. 

The Zeke’s Island Reserve is located 22 miles south 
of Wilmington, N.C. at the end of U.S. Highway 421. 
The N.C. Department of Transportation operates a 
ferry from the Fort Fisher teminal which is adjacent 
to the northern reserve boundary. The Southport ferry 
terminal is located at 1650 Ferry Rd., Southport, N.C.
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The Zeke's Island Reserve is managed through a 
federal-state partnership between NOAA and the N.C. 
Division of Coastal Management to protect the site's 
ecosystems for research, education, and compatible 
traditional uses. Stewardship support of the site by 
the N.C. State Parks Fort Fisher Recreation Area is 
gratefully acknowledged. This site is also a Dedicated 
State Nature Preserve.

The North Carolina Coastal Reserve & 
National Estuarine Research Reserve 
is a part of the N.C. Division of Coastal 
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• The reserve is open to visitors year round.  
• Visit at your own risk. The site is remote and conditions 

can include natural hazards such as insects and 
poisonous plants.  

• 
• Fires, reworks, target shooting, nudity, and camping are 

prohibited.
• Hunting is allowed per state and local hunting rules. Both 

hunters and visitors should use appropriate caution.  
• Producing noise that is disruptive to wildlife or other 

visitors is prohibited.
• Removal or disturbance of plants, animals, fungi, or 

cultural resources is prohibited.   
• Littering is prohibited. Leaving any personal property 

unattended within the boundaries longer than 24 hours is 
prohibited.

• 
in designated areas by permit only, through N.C. State 
Parks.

• Respect posted bird and turtle nesting areas, and adhere 
to posted guidance signs.

• The rock wall is extremely dangerous and should not be 
used to access the reserve.

• Written authorization is required for organized events, 
commercial activities, and other special activities.

For the most up to date rules and guidance visit: 
deq.nc.gov/reserve-rules
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