


















Brown Branch 
Final Stream Restoration Report 

4. Lack of riparian cover 

a. Agricultural activities such as farming and grazing have kept the alluvial valley 

clear of non-herbaceous vegetation. 

b. Trees are particularly scarce along the (downstream) right bank and floodplain. 

5. Lack of large woody debris (LWD) 

a. Upstream of the study reach, the forest canopy is continuous and large woody 

debris is delivered to and interacts with the bankfull channel. Pools are common 

in these areas. 

b. Along the study reach, the delivery of woody debris to the channel is extremely 

limited, and inhibits pool development. 

6. Poor habitat 

a. Given the cumulative effects of the high sediment supply, overwidened channel 

condition, and little wood to induce turbulent eddies, in-stream habitat is poor. 

b. Riparian habitat is poor due to loss of channel connectivity with the floodplain 

(from historic channel ditching for agriculture) and the paucity of riparian 

vegetation. Highly dependent on the lateral exchanges between river and 

floodplain, biological productivity is impaired by the current channel 

configuration. 
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