
NPDES Reporting Requirements (Part of the NPDES Standard Conditions) 

 

Section E  Reporting Requirements 

l. Change in Discharge 
All discharges authorized herein shall be consistent with the terms and conditions of this permit. The 
discharge of any pollutant identified in this permit more frequently than or at a level in excess of that 
authorized shall constitute a violation of the permit. 

2. Planned Changes 
The Permittee shall give notice to the Director as soon as possible of any planned physical alterations 
or additions to the permitted facility [40 CFR 122.41(l)]. Notice is required only when: 

a. The alteration or addition to a permitted facility may meet one of the criteria for new sources at 
40 CFR 122.29(b); or 

b. The alteration or addition could significantly change the nature or increase the quantity of 
pollutants discharged. This notification applies to pollutants subject neither to effluent limitations 
in the permit, nor to notification requirements under 40 CFR 122.42(a)(1); or 

c. The alteration or addition results in a significant change in the Permittee’s sludge use or disposal 
practices, and such alteration, addition or change may justify the application of permit conditions 
that are different from or absent in the existing permit, including notification of additional use or 
disposal sites not reported during the permit application process or not reported pursuant to an 
approved land application plan. 

3. Anticipated Noncompliance 
The Permittee shall give advance notice to the Director of any planned changes to the permitted 
facility or other activities that might result in noncompliance with the permit [40 CFR 122.41(l)(2)]. 

4. Transfers 
This permit is not transferable to any person without prior written notice to and approval from the 
Director in accordance with 40 CFR 122.61. The Director may condition approval in accordance with 
NCGS 143-215.1, in particular NCGS 143-215.1(b)(4)b.2., and may require modification or 
revocation and reissuance of the permit, or a minor modification, to identify the new permittee and 
incorporate such other requirements as may be necessary under the CWA [40 CFR 122.41(l)(3), 
122.61] or state statute. 

5. Monitoring Reports 
Monitoring results shall be reported at the intervals specified elsewhere in this permit [40 CFR 
122.41(l)(4)]. 

a. Monitoring results must be reported on a Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) (See Part II.D.2) 
or forms provided by the Director for reporting results of monitoring of sludge use or disposal 
practices. 

b. If the Permittee monitors any pollutant more frequently than required by this permit using test 
procedures approved under 40 CFR Part 136 and at a sampling location specified in this permit or 
other appropriate instrument governing the discharge, the results of such monitoring shall be 
included in the calculation and reporting of the data submitted on the DMR. 

6. Twenty-four Hour Reporting 
a. The Permittee shall report to the Director or the appropriate Regional Office any noncompliance 

that potentially threatens public health or the environment. Any information shall be provided 
orally within 24 hours from the time the Permittee became aware of the circumstances. A written 



submission shall also be provided within 5 days of the time the Permittee becomes aware of the 
circumstances. The written submission shall contain a description of the noncompliance, and its 
cause; the period of noncompliance, including exact dates and times, and if the noncompliance 
has not been corrected, the anticipated time it is expected to continue; and steps taken or planned 
to reduce, eliminate, and prevent reoccurrence of the noncompliance [40 CFR 122.41(l)(6)]. 

b. The Director may waive the written report on a case-by-case basis for reports under this section if 
the oral report has been received within 24 hours.  

c. Occurrences outside normal business hours may also be reported to the Division’s Emergency 
Response personnel at (800) 858-0368 or (919) 733-3300. 

7. Other Noncompliance 
The Permittee shall report all instances of noncompliance not reported under Part II.E.5 and 6. of this 
permit at the time monitoring reports are submitted. The reports shall contain the information listed in 
Part II.E.6. of this permit [40 CFR 122.41(l)(7)]. 

8. Other Information 
Where the Permittee becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant facts in a permit application 
or submitted incorrect information in a permit application or in any report to the Director, it shall 
promptly submit such facts or information [40 CFR 122.41(l)(8)]. 

9. Noncompliance Notification 
The Permittee shall report by telephone to either the central office or the appropriate regional office 
of the Division as soon as possible, but in no case more than 24 hours or on the next working day 
following the occurrence or first knowledge of the occurrence of any of the following: 

a. Any occurrence at the water pollution control facility which results in the discharge of significant 
amounts of wastes which are abnormal in quantity or characteristic, such as the dumping of the 
contents of a sludge digester; the known passage of a slug of hazardous substance through the 
facility; or any other unusual circumstances. 

b. Any process unit failure, due to known or unknown reasons, that render the facility incapable of 
adequate wastewater treatment such as mechanical or electrical failures of pumps, aerators, 
compressors, etc. 

c. Any failure of a pumping station, sewer line, or treatment facility resulting in a by-pass without 
treatment of all or any portion of the influent to such station or facility. 

Persons reporting such occurrences by telephone shall also file a written report within 5 days 
following first knowledge of the occurrence. Also see reporting requirements for municipalities in 
Part IV.C.2.c. of this permit. 

10. Availability of Reports 
Except for data determined to be confidential under NCGS 143-215.3 (a)(2) or Section 308 of the 
Federal Act, 33 USC 1318, all reports prepared in accordance with the terms shall be available for 
public inspection at the offices of the Division. As required by the Act, effluent data shall not be 
considered confidential. Knowingly making any false statement on any such report may result in the 
imposition of criminal penalties as provided for in NCGS 143-215.1(b)(2) or in Section 309 of the 
Federal Act. 

11.  Penalties for Falsification of Reports 
The CWA provides that any person who knowingly makes any false statement, representation, or 
certification in any record or other document submitted or required to be maintained under this 
permit, including monitoring reports or reports of compliance or noncompliance shall, upon 
conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than $25,000 per violation, or by imprisonment for not 
more than two years per violation, or by both [40 CFR 122.41].  



12.  Annual Performance Reports 

Permittees who own or operate facilities that primarily collect or treat municipal or domestic 
wastewater and have an average annual flow greater than 200,000 gallons per day shall provide an 
annual report to the Permit Issuing Authority and to the users/customers served by the Permittee 
(NCGS 143-215.1C). The report shall summarize the performance of the collection or treatment 
system, as well as the extent to which the facility was compliant with applicable Federal or State 
laws, regulations and rules pertaining to water quality. The report shall be provided no later than sixty 
days after the end of the calendar or fiscal year, depending upon which annual period is used for 
evaluation. 

The report shall be sent to: 

NC DEQ / Division of Water Resources / Water Quality Permitting Section 
ATTENTION: Central Files 
1617 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, North Carolina       27699-1617 
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