
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Meeting Minutes  

April 1, 2026 
Virtual Public Meeting  

Archdale Ground Floor Hearing Room 
10:00 am 

 
The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 

Secretaries’ Science Advisory Board (SAB) met on Wednesday, April 1, 2026, in a virtual public meeting that was 
broadcast in person in the Ground Floor Hearing Room on the Archdale Building. SAB members in attendance 

were Chairperson Tom Augspurger, PhD; Rich DiGuilio, PhD; Gina Kimble, PhD; Elaina Kenyon, PhD, DABT; 
John Vandenberg, PhD, Jamie DeWitt, PhD; Tom Starr, PhD; David Howard, MPH; Detlef Knappe, PhD. DEQ 
Staff in attendance were Sushma Masemore PE; Richard Rogers; Frannie Nilsen, PhD; Jared Wilson, MS; Dylan 
Friedenberg; Perry Sugg; Angela Moore, PhD’ Adam Ulishney, Michael Scott. DHHS staff in attendance were 

Zack Moore MD MPH; Kennedy Holt MSPH. 
 

I. Call to Order meeting was called to order at 10:03am (meeting recording)  

II. Review and Approve Agenda 

III. Ethics Statement (meeting recording @ 00:06:02 ) 
 Read by Chairperson Augspurger; Dr DeWitt and Dr Knappe made statements.  

IV. Approval of Meeting Minutes for December 3, 2025 
December meeting minutes were approved with minor additions/revisions.  

V. DEQ / DHHS updates (meeting recording @ 00:14:15 ) 

 DEQ Updates - Frannie Nilsen, Environmental Toxicologist, Secretary’s Office, DEQ. 
General Updates:  

1. The Chemours Consent Order Aquatic Toxicity Study final reports are available on DEQ’s 
website: Consent Order Aquatic Toxicity Reports 

2. DEQ remains committed to protecting the public from toxic contaminants in drinking water. 
PFMOAA is a PFAS compound that DEQ has brought to the SAB in the past, the EPA 
PFMOAA toxicity assessment is expected to be released soon, and we will provide a specific 
update when we have detailed information.  

Division Of Waste Management: 
1. DEQ / UNC Collaboratory work at Rural NC Fire Stations - DWM has been working with 

UNC Collaboratory researchers that sampled rural NC Fire Stations’ water supply wells for 
PFAS. Based on this data, DWM has initiated private well sampling around six fire stations 
to sample private wells for PFAS. DWM has attended community and local meetings in 
Pleasant Garden, NC (Guilford County), Eli Whitney, NC (Alamance County) and Stokes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHqpeEIvnoE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHqpeEIvnoE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHqpeEIvnoE
https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/WasteManagement/Browse.aspx?id=2192739&dbid=0&repo=WasteManagement&cr=1
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County thus far to discuss the PFAS groundwater data and future sampling plans. DWM is 
providing alternate water for private well owners and fire stations when PFAS above the 
MCLs are detected. DWM will also be offering well water filtration systems where needed. 
New Hope- have not hosted a community meeting yet and are working with Wake County on 
outreach in the community, initial data is coming in and DWM will be updating the UNC 
Collaboratory and scheduling a review with Wake Co and follow-up based on the data  

2. DWM continues to work with the Division of Environmental Assistance and Customer 
Service and the Department of Agriculture on the EPA RCRA grant for Hurricane Helene. 
DEACS has received significant interest in their grant award from the region, and the 
Brownfields program is moving forward with selected contractors to perform assessment and 
remedial work in the region. 

Division Of Air Quality: 
1. As you’ve noticed, pollen season is underway and the Division of Air Quality is the State’s 

Official pollen counter.  If you’re interested in receiving a daily pollen report from DAQ, you 
can subscribe to that email list online at https://www.deq.nc.gov/pollen  On that site, you can 
also review pollen data, charts, and trends back to 1999. 

2. Also, a popular website this time of year is the Air Information Reporter where you can get 
real-time ambient air quality data, past conditions, and tomorrow’s air quality 
forecast.  Please see:  https://airquality.climate.ncsu.edu/air/ 
 

DHHS Updates – Zack Moore, State Epidemiologist, Epidemiology Branch Section Chief, DHHS 

1. Regarding the State-wide measles outbreak- there have been no new cases since the end of 
December, there were 24 cases reported that are linked to outbreak in SC (~1000 cases). 
The CDC is currently monitoring wastewater and conducting sampling to detect the 
measles virus if it is present. Wastewater Data for Measles | Wastewater Monitoring | 
CDC 

a. The DHHS Dashboard that tracks all three viruses (COVID, RSV, Flu) shows that all are 
in decline. The data is updated and posted weekly- NC Respiratory Virus Summary 
Dashboard | Division of Public Health  

2. The PFAS fish tissue data provided by DEQ last year is still being evaluated for fish 
consumption advisories in the lower sections of the Cape Fear River. The Great Lakes 
Consortium published best practice guidelines that balanced positive benefits of fish 
consumption with impacts of contaminant exposure. This guidance is being evaluated 
internally and in collaboration with academic experts. Great Lakes Consortium for Fish 
Consumption Advisories PDF. 

3. DHHS is working with DEQ to host public meetings to inform communities about the 
PFAS testing that is being conducted around fire stations. DHHS is working to help 
communities understand health impacts, especially dermal exposures. Duke University is 
in the process of designing studies to examine inhalation exposures in fire station settings- 
DHHS will share more information about this study as it develops.  

4. DHHS has concluded their review of the meta-analysis on Fluoride in drinking water 
exposures (Taylor et al.  2025 JAMA publication). 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.deq.nc.gov%2Fpollen&data=05%7C02%7Cfrannie.nilsen%40deq.nc.gov%7C90530272647f459fc49908de8f5ffb84%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C0%7C639105839558047128%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JKvfpPQH8cQzsrJk4p1ZAnViQ%2FrfjiSMgrmCW4okXKM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairquality.climate.ncsu.edu%2Fair%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cfrannie.nilsen%40deq.nc.gov%7C90530272647f459fc49908de8f5ffb84%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C0%7C639105839558079152%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=daK%2ByG4bB07URqX2BHrWYIQW2LBcLCpEqGxlY4cPjhY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cdc.gov/wastewater/emerging-viruses/measles.html?
https://www.cdc.gov/wastewater/emerging-viruses/measles.html?
https://www.dph.ncdhhs.gov/programs/epidemiology/communicable-disease/respiratory-diseases/dashboard
https://www.dph.ncdhhs.gov/programs/epidemiology/communicable-disease/respiratory-diseases/dashboard
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/fish/docs/consortium/bestpracticepfos.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/fish/docs/consortium/bestpracticepfos.pdf
https://watermark02.silverchair.com/jamapediatrics_taylor_2025_oi_240097_1739908541.06188.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAzYwggMyBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggMjMIIDHwIBADCCAxgGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQM6sFOyGkLYb00vpDlAgEQgIIC6fFafWI2aDFVkOSl2XCggKgWYRVNnjTbyUYlFgGmlAwY6j0C3-LLKG0Dk6WySiykdOmBMLo1Y0mSyt-qfej_9HzCvuDZwiil8bcaZo6_erliT_ZrREnUp4ENfWR59laoQM8hpo2uiDKPUKEQPKcDKz0fqFFIqqz_lA0OfyOsvVlZQYeHdzuq_c2DsZkWk9yCJPYk4KsCA0hyRbzo67Y8vo-HKmKef4CtxdSJvTs2cHTgL5xhYlun6Ekz86ZtwBZu7LFb0qVOZtyRCTobyx6P4HCyDQ6XIM1zSTy47o7Ki5O4kvLPAiR4NKMKutE6AZVu5o8L3UNZE2xz1fTE7suEfYF-Y2MmNCJBajQ3GPAbHksGYLgYN9T3h7zN82w9fZQ4J8l06nehKbTUTFHt42CUPuu_oJ4RQ9b3Elp1G8XYkPBt7WalhRETzlboNJkf99MnIJ-1HyKunhuPX4WmbLJZInd7hW681RELHjwZOd9BkVj2SpUoZEFJfZ0QKQilNZN0xf8Tvz1BL12qWfSsptoRPSQPTXMgmCfohkLMtJKF5nj9rjcJzgerVpalCZp2m3GzovuS4flx1ttmBs9uHWfXOp2ZUPlwNsvCG0TfgTJ8bNA0zFtN0tUcA_l9c0MkpzGwjhyLaGGPlUw2ji7wJ3OR5UZGzU9gCT7aeEqW9mRyhvt5SgvhczqKsocjVHUVDettASECHajutxerlfRLe4ezHsdzUY12wXLedm1rtMmpl4b0sdJEl0NPn89_f9k0ScYe45cPpfZP1ZSwzqJfUFjDygUash_7C6uZC_L2mxbyK1DseKF9k3pu9-mJVS6RQK7wR7zKVmmA8lncROSBjyZztDtKLojbSHz3auoqRWFoxmM9DWkSAnZQ_ptyr7TbgeMBx1uFWR0XYLZYKQ-byaoyw7YN-r1hB1rGPLR81LVGwnooAuo6wJRVwUUSKRLKqT8wsnVbXVBsKI5gts_jlTY2drhBQVclJlrZtgM
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Informational Items:  

 
VI. DWM Landfill PFAS Data Presentation (meeting recording @ 00:40:57) 

Perry Suggs from the Solid Waste Section of DWM, presented the data submitted by landfill 
facilities across NC.   

DWM Landfill PFAS Data Presentation 

VII. DWR Biosolids Data Presentation (meeting recording @ 01:12:36 ) 
Dr. Angela Moore, the DWR PFAS Coordinator, presented the data collected during the 
preliminary biosolids study across NC.  

DWR Biosolids Data Presentation 

 

VIII. Public Forum 11:55 (meeting recording @ 01:54:35) 
One public comment was made and can be heard in the meeting recording.  
 

 
IX. Adjourn 11:59am 

 

 
The next NC SSAB meeting will take place on August 5, 2026, in the Ground Floor 

Hearing Room in the Archdale building in Raleigh, NC. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHqpeEIvnoE
https://www.deq.nc.gov/landfillpfas-presentation-4-26/download?attachment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHqpeEIvnoE
https://www.deq.nc.gov/biosolids-data-4-26/download?attachment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHqpeEIvnoE

