
UST SECTION ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES, January 19, 2021 

Flowchart of Requirements for Non-UST Releases of Petroleum 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1.  If the discharge is ≥25 gals (etc.), a Notification of Discharge is required, followed by initial abatement actions, etc. 
2.  If the discharge is≤25 gals (etc.), but is not cleaned up within 24 hours, a Notification of Discharge is required 
3.  Use the approved analytical methods listed in Table 6 - Approved Soil Analyses Methods for Non-Petroleum UST Closures and Release Investigations and 

Table 7 - Approved Groundwater Analyses Methods for Non-Petroleum UST Closures and Release Investigations. 
4.  If no established soil-to-groundwater MSCC exists for a contaminant in soil, then the default concentration limit is the PQL, contact the UST Section for 

further information. 
5.  A NFA designation may require land use restrictions (Notice of Residual Petroleum) under risk-based closure. 

  
 

PERFORM INITIAL ABATEMENT ACTIONS  

Investigate/ 
begin to 

remove free 
product 

Submit Initial Assessment and Abatement Report (15A NCAC 02L .0504) 

Remove secondary sources (excavate 
contaminated soil) acting as continuing sources of 
contamination to groundwater 

PERFORM INITIAL RESPONSE ACTIONS 

Determine 
and 

eliminate 
source of 
release 

Discovery of a discharge or release 
(actual discharge is observed or evidence of discharge is found, i.e., any detectable soil or groundwater 

contamination) 

Submit notice of the release 
in the Notification of 
Discharge Report1 

ID & mitigate 
fire, explosion, 
vapor hazards 

ID & mitigate hazards from 
exposure to contaminants 
(supply alternate water) 

Act to stop 
discharge and to 
prevent further 
release 

High/ Intermediate:  Perform and Submit Corrective Action Plan 

Remediate to approved contaminant levels and/or allow to naturally attenuate and 
submit soil and groundwater monitoring reports 

Submit Site Closure Report to demonstrate that soil contamination has been remediated to <soil-to-
groundwater MSCCs3,4 and that groundwater contamination has been remediated to <2L 

No Further Action5 

Collect/analyze samples to assess contamination of soil 
(and of groundwater, if WT or bedrock is in proximity) 

If discharge is <25 gals 
(and no FP sheen on 
and >100’ from water), 
and is cleaned up w/in 
24 hrs., then NFA may 
be allowed.2 

Submit 
20 Day 
Report 

Low risk 
Classification 

Perform and Conduct Limited Site Assessment (15A NCAC 02L .0505) 

Risk Classification and “residential” or “industrial commercial”  
Low risk 
Classification 

24-
Hours 

20 
Days 

90 
Days 

120 
Days 

Perform and Submit Comprehensive Site Assessment 

Risk Classification by Department Low risk 
Classification 


