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North Carolina Local Government Units
Assessment Scores and Distressed Designations
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LGUs
(Count by Utility Type)
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2025 Grand 

Total
2024 Grand 

Total

2025 Score 
Weighted 
Average

2024 Score 
Weighted 
Average

Dual Service Provider (BOTH) 11 42 (6) 65 (13) 68 (2) 47 36 29 41 23 7 2 3 4 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - 382 382 4.20 3.66

Single Service Provider,
Drinking Water only (DW)

1 9 16 (1) 16 9 8 2 2 2 - - - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 67 67 3.46 3.51

Single Service Provider, 
Wastewater only (WW)

2 (1) 6 (1) 2 (1) 3 1 4 9 2 4 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 35 35 4.66 3.86

Bulk Providers (BULK) 2 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0 5 4 0.80 0.75

NA 1 (1) - 2 (1) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 3 1.33 2.00

Grand Total 17 (2) 59 (7) 86 (16) 87 (2) 57 48 40 (1) 45 (3) 29 8 2 4 5 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - 492 491 4.08 3.62

Designated Distressed,
All Prior Years  [2021-2024]

1 6 14 21 15 19 13 24 22 4 1 2 5 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - 151 144 5.66 5.08

Exceeded 1st Year Threshold without Designation,
Prior Year [2024]

- 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 18 4.80 4.94

Not Designated Distressed,
All Prior Years [2021-2024] d 16 52 72 65 42 28 27 20 6 4 1 2 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - 336 329 3.36 2.91

Audits,
Current Year [2024]

15 51 69 81 50 44 34 39 27 6 2 3 5 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - 429 396 4.08 3.83

Audits,
Prior Year [2023]

- 1 1 4 7 4 5 3 2 2 - 1 - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - 32 NA 5.78 NA

(No Audits), Designated Distressed 
All Prior Years [2021-2024]

1 6 12 1 - - 1 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 23 37 2.30 1.97

(No Audits), Not Designated Distressed
All Prior Years [2021-2024]

1 1 4 1 - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 8 58 2.38 3.24

(#) No. of LGUs with no audits for 2023-2024. LGUs with missing audits cannot be evaluated on up to 10 (38.5%) out of a potential 25 points due to missing financial data.
a  Due to data limitations, certain criteria cannot be assessed for some LGUs according to Utility Type (both, DW, WW, bulk) and LGU type (municipality, county, sanitary district/authority). Blacked out cells are not assessed for all LGU Types according to Utility Type, as shown in the 
table. Sanitary districts/authorities are not assessed for additional points that are greyed out according Utility Type, including the affordability criteria because of the lack of directly corresponding demographic data.
b  In 2021-2024, the assessment score threshold was 8 points (≥8) for single service providers (DW and WW, shown by dotted line) and 9 points (≥9) for dual service providers.

d  2025 Recommendations: LGUs to receive 1st Year Notice Letters are highlighted in light red. These are LGUs that were not designated distressed in 2021-2024 and scored ≥9 points in 2025 .

2025 Assessment Scores
(max: 25 points, varies by Utility Type and LGU Type a)

Notes: 

c  In 2025, the assessment score threshold was changed to 9 points for single service providers (DW and WW), such that both dual and single service providers must score greater than or equal to 9 points (≥9) to be designated or receive a 1st year notice letter (shown as above dashed 
line).
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