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What (or how) would you 
recommend prioritizing for 

stormwater funding?



Overview 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure


Division of Water Infrastructure (DWI)

Administer drinking water and wastewater 
infrastructure funding programs.

• Low-interest loans and grants
• Local government units and non-governmental water 

utilities
• Infrastructure (construction) projects and supporting 

studies and activities
• Ensure compliance with federal and state requirements

Fund stormwater projects that are eligible under 
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund.



Division of Water Infrastructure (DWI)

Twice/year applications for funding.

Applications scored based on Priority Rating Systems that 
are approved by the State Water Infrastructure Authority 
(SWIA). 

Applications score points based on Priority Rating Systems:
• Project Purpose
• Project Benefits
• Good Management Practices
• Affordability / Recipient Characteristics 

Funding decisions made by SWIA.



S.L. 2021-180

NC General Assembly passed a 
budget in November 2021.

Includes appropriations from 
ARPA to be administered by NC 
DEQ as grant funding for water, 
wastewater, and stormwater 
projects.

Creates a new funding program: 
Local Assistance for Stormwater 
Infrastructure Investments Fund.



NC DEQ DWI ARPA Administration Plan

Posted on the Division of 
Water Infrastructure’s 
website, under “I Need 
Funding”

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/
water-infrastructure/i-need-funding

~$82 million available for 
stormwater grants.

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure/i-need-funding


Stormwater Funding (Section 12.14. of SL 2021-180) 

Grant funds for projects that will improve or create infrastructure for 
controlling stormwater quantity and quality.

Eligible entities:



Project Types and Funding

$15,000,000 limit

$500,000 limit

Grant funds for projects that will improve or create infrastructure for 
controlling stormwater quantity and quality.

All funds must be expended by December 2026. Federal and state requirements apply.



Anticipated Timeline

Now
Stakeholder engagements

Spring

SWIA (and its Stormwater Funding Committee) develops a 
proposed Priority Rating System

Early 
summer

Public review of proposed Priority Rating System

July

Adopt Priority Rating System; create and post application forms; 
schedule application trainings

Sept 30, 
2022

First round of applications due

May 1, 
2023

If funds remain, second round of applications due



What (or how) would you 
recommend prioritizing for 

stormwater funding?

Can submit in writing by March 16, 2022 
to dwi.publiccomments@ncdenr.gov (subject line: DWI ARPA Stormwater)

Types of construction projects Types of planning projects

Stormwater management practices

Recipient characteristics

Project purposes Project benefits

Equity / Disadvantaged areas

mailto:dwi.publiccomments@ncdenr.gov


Thank you.
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