
CER required

Is the project 
near a HQW?

Does ORW
watershed require specific 

mgmt. actions?
(15 NCAC 02B .0225)

Is project in 
Trout Waters?

No

No

Is the project in a 
coastal county?

Yes
Is the project located ≤ 575 

ft. from HQW water?
Yes

Is the project ≤ 1 mi. from 
HQW waters?

FONSI required

Will project 
portion ≤ 575 ft. 
of HQW impact ≥ 

5 acres?

Yes

Yes

NoNo

Will
project portion ≤ 1 
mi. of HWA impact 

impact ≥  5
acres?

No

No

Yes

FONSI required

Yes

Will project 
portion w/I ORW 
watershed impact 

≥ 5 acres?

Yes

No

FONSI required

Yes

Is
total project ≤ 25 feet 

from TW?

Will
project w/I 25 ft. of TW 

impact ≥  5
 acres?

FONSI required

To General 
Criteria 2

To General 
Criteria 2

No

Yes Yes

No No

Yes
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No



Will project 
impact streams?

Is project stream  
restoration or 
enhancement?

What is project 
type?

To DW 
Specific
To DW 
Specific

To WW 
Specific
To WW 
Specific

Will channel
disturbance be ≥ 500 lf of 

perennial stream w/ no associated 
stream restoration or 

enhancement?

From General 
Criteria 1

From General 
Criteria 1

Will
project be land disturbing with 

impacts to wetlands?

Are wetlands Class 
WL wetlands?

Will
impacts be > 1 

acre?

FONSI required

What is project 
type?

Yes Yes No

No

Yes
WW

DW

No

Yes

No
To WW 
Specific
To WW 
SpecificNo WW

No

FONSI required
Yes

CER required

DW
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From
General
Criteria

From
General
Criteria

Is
project a new water tank, 

booster pumping, secondary or 
remote pump

station?

CER required

Will project add 
capacity to a WTP?

Will
project add ≥  1M 

gpd capacity?

Will
project consist of new 
waterlines outside the 

ROW?

Will project
consist of ≥ 5 mi. of 

new waterline?

Will
project cross 
streams and 
wetlands?

Will crossings be 
open-cut?

Will total design 
withdrawl be ≥ 1/5 of 7-

day 10-year flow?

Yes

No

No

Yes

Yes Yes Yes

FONSI
required

CER requiredNo

No

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

Minor Construction Activities – Drinking Water 
Criteria

No

Yes

Is
project a new 

well?

No

Will
groundwater withdrawal 

≥ 1 MGD OR will project change land 
use patterns or degrade groundwater 

or surface water
quality? 

Yes

No

Yes



From 
General 
Criteria

From 
General 
Criteria

Is the
project a point 

discharge
facility?

Will the
project relocate
a discharge in a 

different
basin?

FONSI
required

Does
project involve a 

collection
System outside 
boundaries or 

ROW??

CER required

Is project a
new WWTP w/ ≥ 500k gpd 

capacity  & in-stream waste 
conc. ≥ 33% during 7-day 10-year 

low-flow
conditions?

Is
project a new 

WWTP?

CER required

Does
project add new lines 
≥ 3 mi. of diameter ≥ 

18 in.

Does project 
expand PS ≥ 
1,750 gpm?

FONSI
required

Yes No No

Yes
Yes

No

Yes No Yes

Is
project an 

expansion of ≥  
500k gpd?

No

No

No

Yes

YesYes

Is
project a non-

discharge
facility?

Is the
project a new surface 

irrigation, high rate 
infiltration, or subsurface 

WW system?

Is capacity >  
100k gpd?

Is
project a reclaimed 
H2O system as sole 

disposal?

Is
capacity > 200k 

gpd?

Is the
project a new reclaimed H2O 

system required for WW 
permit compliance?

Is capacity > 
500k gpd?

Project is a new reclaimed H2O 
system  not required for WW 

permit compliance?

Is
capacity > 1M 

gpd?

Does
project only 

consist of 
reclaimed H2O 

lines?

No

Yes

CER required

No No No No

Yes

FONSI
required

Yes

No

Yes
FONSI

required

Yes Yes

Yes

No
No

Yes Yes

No

Project is a residuals 
project.

Is project
a new permit or mod. to existing 

permit?

≥ 10 ac.
not previously permitted is prior 
converted w/I 3 years or will be 

converted?

Project is a new or 
expanding surface 

disposal site.

≥ 3k dry tons/yr 
disposed?

No

Yes

No

FONSI
required

CER requiredNo

Yes

Yes

No
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