
SECTION .1300 – DISCHARGES TO ISOLATED WETLANDS AND ISOLATED WATERS 

 

15A NCAC 02H .1301 SCOPE AND PURPOSE 

(a)  The provisions of this Section shall apply to Division of Water Resources (Division) regulatory and resource 

management determinations regarding isolated wetlands and isolated classified surface waters. This Section shall only 

apply to discharges resulting from activities that require State review after October 22, 2001 and that require a Division 

determination concerning effects on isolated wetlands and isolated classified surface waters. For the purpose of this 

Section, "discharge" shall be the deposition of dredged or fill material (e.g. fill, earth, construction debris, soil, etc.). 

(b)  This Section outlines the application and review procedures for permitting of discharges into isolated wetlands 

and isolated classified surface waters that have been listed in 15A NCAC 02B .0300. If the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers or its designee determines that a particular water is not regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, 

then discharges to that water or wetland shall be covered by this Section. If the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or its 

designee determines that a particular wetland is not regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and that 

wetland is a Basin Wetland or Bog as described in the North Carolina Wetland Assessment User Manual prepared by 

the North Carolina Wetland Functional Assessment Team, version 4.1 October 2010 (available online at: 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-data/water-quality-program-

development/ncwam-manual), then discharges to that wetland shall be covered by this Section. The Division shall 

verify the determination, extent, and location of isolated wetlands and isolated classified surface waters using the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual (Technical Report Y-87-1) and subsequent regional 

supplements and the Division publication, Methodology for Identification of Intermittent and Perennial Streams and 

Their Origins (v.4.11, 2010). 

(c)  Activities that result in a discharge may be deemed permitted as described in Rule .1305(b) of this Section or 

authorized by the issuance of either an individual permit or a Certificate of Coverage to operate under a general permit: 

(1) Individual permits shall be issued on a case-by-case basis using the procedures outlined in this 

Section. These Individual permits do not require approval by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency. 

(2) General permits may be developed by the Division and issued by the Director for types or groups 

of discharges resulting from activities that are similar in nature and considered to have minimal 

impact. General permits do not require approval by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. All 

activities that receive a Certificate of Coverage under a general permit from the Division shall be 

covered under that general permit. When written approval is required in the general permit, the 

application and review procedures for requesting a Certificate of Coverage under a general permit 

from the Division for the proposed activity are the same as the procedures outlined in this Section 

for individual permits.  

(d)  Discharges resulting from activities that receive an individual permit or Certificate of Coverage under a general 

permit pursuant to this Section shall not be considered to remove existing uses of the isolated wetland or isolated 

surface waters. 

(e)  The following are exempt from this Section: 

(1) Activities described in 15A NCAC 02B .0230; 

(2) Discharges to isolated man-made ponds or isolated man-made ditches constructed for stormwater 

management purposes; 

(3) Discharges to any man-made isolated pond; 

(4) Discharges to any wetland not regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act that is not a 

Basin Wetland or Bog as described in the North Carolina Wetland Assessment User Manual 

prepared by the North Carolina Wetland Functional Assessment Team, version 4.1 October 2010 

(available online at: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-

data/water-quality-program-development/ncwam-manual); 

(5) Discharges of treated effluent into isolated wetlands and isolated classified surface waters resulting 

from activities that receive NPDES Permits or State Non-Discharge Permits; 

(6) Discharges for water dependent structures as defined in 15A NCAC 02B .0202; and 

(7) A discharge resulting from an activity if: 

(A) The discharge resulting from the activity requires a 401 Certification and 404 Permit and 

these were issued prior to October 22, 2001; 

(B) The project requires a State permit, such as landfills, NPDES discharges of treated effluent, 

Non-Discharge Permits, land application of residuals and road construction activities, that 



has begun construction or are under contract to begin construction and have received all 

required State permits prior to October 22, 2001; 

(C) The project is being conducted by the N.C. Department of Transportation and they have 

completed 30% of the hydraulic design for the project prior to October 22, 2001; or 

(D) The applicant has been authorized for a discharge into isolated wetlands or isolated waters 

for a project that has established a Vested Right under North Carolina law prior to October 

22, 2001. 

(f)  The terms used in this Section shall be as defined in G.S. 143-212 and G.S. 143-213 and as follows: 

(1) "Class SWL wetland" means the term as defined at 15A NCAC 02B .0231(a). 

(2) "Class UWL wetland" means the term as defined at 15A NCAC 02B .0231(a). 

(3) "Cumulative impact" means environmental impacts resulting from incremental effects of an activity 

when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future activities, regardless of what 

entities undertake such other actions. 

(4) "Director" means the Director of the Division. 

(5) "Division" means the Division of Water Resources of the North Carolina Department of 

Environmental Quality. 

(6) "Secondary impact" means indirect effects, which are caused by the action and are later in time or 

farther removed in distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable to the applicant or the Division. 

(7) "Wetland" means the term as defined in 15A NCAC 02B .0202. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-215.1(a)(6); 143-215.1(b)(3); 143-215.3(a)(1); 143-215.3(c); S.L. 2014-120, s. 

54; S.L. 2015-286, s. 4.18; 

Codifier determined that findings did not meet criteria for temporary rule on September 26, 2001 

and October 12, 2001; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. October 22, 2001; 

Eff. April 1, 2003; 

Readopted Eff. June 15, 2020. 

 

 

15A NCAC 02H .1302 FILING APPLICATIONS 

(a)  Any person needing issuance of an individual permit or Certificate of Coverage under a general permit for 

discharges resulting from activities that affect isolated classified surface waters or isolated wetlands shall file with the 

Director, at 1617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina, 27699-1617, or 512 N Salisbury Street, Raleigh, NC 

27604, an original and one copy of an application for a Permit or submit one complete copy of an application 

electronically via the following website: https://edocs.deq.nc.gov/Forms/DWR_Wetlands_Online_Submittal_Page. 

The application shall be made on a form provided or approved by the Division, available electronically via the 

following website: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-quality-permitting/401-buffer-

permitting-branch/application. The application shall include at a minimum the following: 

(1) the date of application; 

(2) the name, address, and phone number of the property applicant. If the applicant is not the property 

owner(s), name, address, and phone number of the property owners(s); 

(3) if the applicant is a corporation, the name and address of the North Carolina process agency, and 

the name, address, and phone number of the individual who is the authorized agent of the corporation 

and responsible for the activity for which certification is sought. The corporation must be registered 

with the NC Secretary of State's Office to conduct business in NC; 

(4) the nature of the discharge, including cumulative impacts to isolated and non-isolated wetlands and 

isolated and non-isolated waters that cause or will cause a violation of downstream water quality 

standards resulting from an activity to be conducted by the applicant; 

(5) whether the discharge has occurred or is proposed; 

(6) the location and extent of the discharge, stating the municipality, if applicable, the county; the 

drainage basin; the name of the nearest named surface waters; and the location of the point of 

discharge with regard to the nearest named surface waters; 

(7) an application fee as required by G.S. 143-215.3D. If payment of a fee is required for a 401 Water 

Quality Certification, then that fee shall suffice for this Rule; 

(8) a map(s) with scales and north arrows that is legible to the reviewer and of sufficient detail to 

delineate the boundaries of the lands owned or proposed to be utilized by the applicant in carrying 



out the discharge; the location, dimensions, and type of any structures that affect isolated wetlands 

or waters for use in connection with the discharge; and the location and extent of the isolated waters 

including wetlands within the boundaries of said lands; and 

(9) a signature by the applicant or an agent authorized by the applicant. If an agent is signing for the 

applicant, an agent authorization letter must be provided. In signing the application, the applicant 

certifies that all information contained therein or in support thereof is true and correct to the best of 

their knowledge. 

(b)  The Division may request in writing, and the applicant shall furnish, any additional information necessary to 

clarify the information provided in the application under Paragraph (a) of this Rule, or to complete the evaluation in 

Rule .1305 of this Section.  

(c)  If the applicant believes that it is not feasible or is unnecessary to furnish any portion of the information required 

by Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Rule, then the applicant shall submit an explanation detailing the reasons for omission 

of the information. The final decision regarding the completeness of the application shall be made by the Division 

based upon the information required in Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Rule, and any explanation provided by the 

applicant regarding omitted information provided in this Paragraph.  

(d)  Pursuant to G.S. 143-215.3(a)(2), the staff of the Division shall conduct such investigation as the Division deems 

necessary to clarify the information provided in the application under Paragraph (a) of this Rule or to complete the 

evaluation in Rule .1305 of this Section. The applicant shall allow the staff safe access to the lands and facilities of 

the applicant and lend such assistance as shall be reasonable for those places, upon the presentation of credentials. 

(e)  Other applications for permitting or certification by a division of the Department shall suffice for application for 

this Permit as long as the application contains all of the information specified in this Rule and it is specifically 

requested to the Division by the applicant that authorization is sought under this Rule. This application must be 

submitted by the applicant to the Division for review under this Permit. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-214.1; 143-215.1(a)(6); 143-215.3(a)(1); 

Codifier determined that findings did not meet criteria for temporary rule on September 26, 2001 

and October 12, 2001; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. October 22, 2001; 

Eff. April 1, 2003; 

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2019. 

 

 

15A NCAC 02H .1303 PUBLIC NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING 

(a)  The Division shall provide public notice for proposed general permits. This notice shall be sent to all individuals 

on the mailing list described in Paragraph (g) of this Rule and posted on the Division's website: 

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-quality-permitting/401-buffer-permitting-branch/public-

notices. Notice shall be made at least 30 calendar days prior to issuance of the general permit by the Division. Public 

notice shall not be required for those activities covered by Certificates of Coverage under a general permit. 

(b)  Notice of each pending application for an individual permit shall be sent be to all individuals on the mailing list 

described in Paragraph (g) of this Rule and shall be posted on the Division's website. Notice shall be made at least 30 

calendar days prior to proposed final action by the Division on the application.  

(c)  The notice shall set forth: 

(1) the name and address of the applicant; 

(2) the action requested in the application; 

(3) the nature and location of the discharge; and 

(4) the proposed date of final action to be taken by the Division on the application. 

The notice shall also state where additional information is available online and on file with the Division. Information 

on file shall be made available upon request between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday, excluding State 

holidays, and copies shall be made available upon payment of the cost thereof to the Division pursuant to G.S. 132-

6.2. 

(d)  This public notice requirement for an individual permit as described in Paragraph (b) of this Rule may be satisfied 

by a joint notice with the Division of Coastal Management (15A NCAC 07J .0206, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

according to their established procedures, or by a joint notice by the Division for an individual permit in accordance 

with Rule .0503 of this Subchapter. 



(e)  Any person who desires a public hearing on a general permit or an individual permit application shall so request 

in writing to the to the Division at the address listed in Rule .1302 of this Section. The request must be received by 

the Division within 30 calendar days following the Public Notice. 

(f)  If the Director determines that there is significant public interest in holding a hearing, based upon such factors as 

the reasons why a hearing was requested, the nature of the project, and the proposed impacts to waters of the State, 

the Division shall notify the applicant in writing that there will be a hearing. The Division shall also provide notice of 

the hearing to all individuals on the mailing list as described in Paragraph (g) of this Rule and shall post the notice on 

the Division's website. The notice shall be published at least 30 calendar days prior to the date of the hearing. The 

notice shall state the time, place, and format of the hearing. The notice can be combined with the notice required under 

Paragraph (c) of this Rule. The hearing shall be held within 90 calendar days following date of notification to the 

applicant. The record for each hearing held under this Paragraph shall remain open for a period of 30 calendar days 

after the public hearing to receive public comments. 

(g)  Any person may request that he or she be emailed copies of all public notices required by this Rule. The Division 

shall add the email address of any such person to an email listerv and follow procedures set forth in Rule .0503(g) of 

this Subchapter. 

(h)  Any public hearing held pursuant to this Rule may be coordinated with other public hearings held by the 

Department or the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-215.1(a)(6); 143-215.3(a)(1); 143-215.3(a)(1e); 143-215.3(c); 

Codifier determined that findings did not meet criteria for temporary rule on September 26, 2001 

and October 12, 2001; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. October 22, 2001; 

Eff. April 1, 2003; 

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2019. 

 

 

15A NCAC 02H .1304 DECISION ON APPLICATION FOR PERMITS OR CERTIFICATES OF 

COVERAGE 

(a)  The Director shall issue the permit or Certificate of Coverage, deny the application, provide notice of hearing 

pursuant to Rule .1303 of this Section, or request additional information within 60 calendar days after receipt of the 

application. When the Director requests additional information, the 60-day review period restarts upon receipt of all 

of the additional information requested by the Director. Failure to issue the permit or Certificate of Coverage, deny 

the application, provide notice of hearing, or request additional information within 60 calendar days shall result in the 

waiver of the permit requirement by the Director, unless: 

(1) The applicant agrees, in writing, to a longer period; 

(2) The final decision is to be made pursuant to a public hearing; 

(3) The applicant refuses the staff access to its records or premises for the purpose of gathering 

information necessary to the Director's decision; or 

(4) Information necessary to the Director's decision is unavailable. 

(b)  The Director shall issue the permit or Certificate of Coverage, deny the application, or request additional 

information within 60 calendar days following the close of the record for the public hearing. Failure to take action 

within 60 calendar days shall result in the waiver of the permit requirement by the Director, unless Subparagraphs 

(a)(1), (3), or (4) of this Rule apply. 

(c)  Any permit or Certificate of Coverage issued pursuant to this Section may contain such conditions as the Director 

shall deem necessary to ensure compliance with this Section, including written post-discharge notification to the 

Division. 

(d)  Modification or Revocation of permit or Certificate of Coverage: 

(1) Any permit or Certificate of Coverage issued pursuant to this Section may be subject to revocation 

or modification by the Director for violation of conditions of the permit or Certificate of Coverage; 

and 

(2) Any permit or Certificate of Coverage issued pursuant to this Section may be subject to revocation 

or modification by the Director upon a determination that information contained in the application 

or presented in support thereof is incorrect or if the Director finds that the discharge has violated or 

may violate a downstream water quality standard. 

(e)  The Division shall notify the applicant of the final action to issue or deny the application. In the event that the 

Director denies the application, the Director shall specify the reasons for the denial.  



(f)  Individual permits and Certificates of Coverage for general permits shall be issued for a period of five years, after 

which time the Permit shall be void, unless the discharge is complete or an extension is granted pursuant to Paragraph 

(g) of this Rule. The permit shall become enforceable when issued. 

(g)  Permit or Certificate of Coverage renewals shall require a new complete application. The applicant may request 

in writing that the Division grant an extension before the permit expires. An extension may be granted by the Division 

based on the new complete application for a time period of one additional year, provided that the construction has 

commenced or is under contract to commence before the permit expires. 

(h)  The issuance or denial is a final agency decision that is subject to administrative review pursuant to G.S. 150B-

23. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-215.1(a)(6); 143-215.1(b); 143-215.3(a)(1); 143-215.3(c); 

Codifier determined that findings did not meet criteria for temporary rule on September 26, 2001 

and October 12, 2001; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. October 22, 2001; 

Eff. April 1, 2003; 

Readopted Eff. June 1, 2019. 

 

 

15A NCAC 02H .1305 REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS 

(a)  DISCHARGES FROM ACTIVITIES DEEMED TO BE PERMITTED. The following activities shall be deemed 

to be permitted: 

(1) Discharges resulting from activities that impact less than 1/2 acre of isolated classified surface 

waters for the entire project are deemed to be permitted provided they fully comply with the 

conditions listed in Subparagraph (b)(4) of this Rule, and it shall not be necessary for the Division 

to issue permits for these activities.  

(2) Discharges resulting from activities that impact less than 150 linear feet of isolated classified 

streams for the entire project are deemed to be permitted provided they fully comply with the 

conditions listed in Subparagraph (b)(4) of this Rule, and it shall not be necessary for the Division 

to issue permits for these activities. 

(3) Discharges resulting from activities that impact less than or equal to one acre of isolated wetlands 

for the entire project in the coastal region, less than or equal to one-half acre of isolated wetlands 

for the entire project in the piedmont region, and less than or equal to one-third acre of isolated 

wetlands for the entire project in the mountain region are deemed to be permitted provided they 

fully comply with the conditions listed in Subparagraph (b)(4) of this Rule, and it shall not be 

necessary for the Division to issue permits for these activities. For purposes of implementing this 

Subparagraph, the coastal, piedmont and mountain regions shall be as follows: 

(A) "Coastal Region" includes Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Camden, Carteret, 

Chowan, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Edgecombe, Gates, 

Greene, Halifax, Harnett, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Martin, 

Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, 

Perquimans, Pitt, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland, Tyrrell, Washington, Wayne, 

and Wilson Counties; 

(B) "Piedmont Region" includes Alamance, Alexander, Anson, Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, 

Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cleveland, Davidson, Davie, Durham, Forsyth, Franklin, 

Gaston, Granville, Guilford, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Orange, Person, 

Polk, Randolph, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Stanly, Stokes, Surry, Union, Vance, 

Wake, Warren, Wilkes, and Yadkin Counties; 

(C) "Mountain Region" includes Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Clay, 

Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Swain, 

Transylvania, Watauga and Yancey Counties. 

(D) When a landowner believes their property is not in the correct region for purposes of this 

Rule, they may have a soil scientist conduct a site-specific evaluation to determine the soil 

series. The soil scientist shall be an individual who is currently licensed or authorized to 

practice soil science under G.S. 89F by the North Carolina Board for Licensing of Soil 

Scientists. The landowner shall submit the soil report to the Division of Water Resources 

for review. Soil series that occur in North Carolina have been categorized by the Natural 



Resources Conservation Service of the US Department of Agriculture as defined in Rule 

.1306 of this Section. 

(4) Conditions which must be met for projects deemed to be permitted: 

(A) Erosion and sediment control practices shall equal at a minimum those required by the N.C. 

Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources or its local delegated program for the 

Sedimentation Pollution Control Act and shall be in full compliance with all specifications 

governing the proper design, installation, operation and maintenance of such Best 

Management Practices in order to help assure compliance with the appropriate turbidity 

and other water quality standards; 

(B) All erosion and sediment control practices placed in isolated wetlands or isolated classified 

surface waters must be removed and the original grade restored within two months after 

the Division of Energy, Mineral, and Land Resources or local delegated program has 

released the specific area within the project; 

(C) Uncured or curing concrete shall not come into direct contact with waters of the state; and 

(D) All work in or adjacent to isolated stream waters shall be conducted so that the flowing 

stream does not come in contact with the disturbed area. Approved best management 

practices from the NC Sediment and Erosion Control Manual, or the NC DOT Construction 

and Maintenance Activities Manual shall be used to minimize excavation in flowing water. 

(E) Measures shall be taken to ensure that the hydrology of any remaining isolated wetland or 

isolated classified surface waters is not affected by the discharge. 

(b)  EVALUATION. The Division shall issue an Individual Permit or a Certificate of Coverage under a General Permit 

upon determining that the proposed activity will comply with state water quality standards, which includes designated 

uses, numeric criteria, narrative criteria and the state's antidegradation policy, as defined in the rules of 15A NCAC 

02B .0200 and the rules of 15A NCAC 02L .0100 and .0200. In assessing whether the proposed activity will comply 

with water quality standards, the Division shall evaluate if the proposed activity: 

(1) has no practical alternative. A lack of practical alternatives may be shown by demonstrating that, 

considering the potential for a reduction in size, configuration or density of the proposed project and 

all alternative designs, that the basic project purpose cannot be practically accomplished in an 

economically viable manner, which would avoid or result in less adverse impact to isolated 

classified surface waters or isolated wetlands; 

(2) has avoided and minimized impacts to isolated classified surface waters and isolated wetlands to 

ensure any remaining surface waters or wetlands, and any surface waters or wetlands downstream, 

continue to support existing uses during and after project completion; 

(3) would not cause or contribute to a violation of water quality standards; 

(4) would not result in secondary or cumulative impacts that cause or contribute to, or will cause or 

contribute to, a violation of downstream water quality standards; and 

(5) provides for replacement of existing uses through compensatory mitigation as described in 

Paragraph (c) of this Rule. 

(c)  MITIGATION. Replacement or mitigation of unavoidable losses of existing uses in isolated classified surface 

waters or isolated wetlands shall be reviewed in accordance with all of the following guidelines: 

(1) The Division shall coordinate mitigation requirements with other permitting agencies that are 

requiring mitigation for a specific project; 

(2) Mitigation requirements for impacts to isolated wetlands shall only apply to the amount of impact 

that exceeds the threshold set out in Subparagraph (b)(3) of this Rule. The mitigation ratio for 

impacts exceeding the threshold for the entire project shall be 1:1. Impacts to isolated wetlands shall 

not be combined with the project impacts to 404 jurisdictional wetlands or streams for the purpose 

of determining when impact thresholds that trigger a mitigation requirement are met; 

(3) Total impacts to less than 300 linear feet of isolated perennial streams for the entire project shall not 

require compensatory mitigation. For linear publicly owned and maintained transportation projects 

that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers determines are not part of a larger common plan of 

development, impacts to less than 300 linear feet per stream shall not require compensatory 

mitigation. The mitigation ratio for isolated stream impacts shall be 1:1; 

(4) The required area or length of mitigation required shall be multiplied by 1 for restoration, 1.5 for 

establishment, 2 for enhancement and 5 for preservation. These multipliers do not apply to approved 

mitigation sites where the Interagency Review Team has approved other ratios; 



(5) Mitigation shall comply with the requirements set forth in G.S. 143-214.11. Mitigation projects 

implemented within waters or wetlands that are regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 

may be used to satisfy the requirements of this Paragraph; 

(6) Acceptable methods of mitigation as defined in 33 CFR Part 332 available free of charge on the 

internet at: http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/guidance/wetlands/wetlandsmitigation_index.cfm, 

include restoration, including both re-establishment and rehabilitation, establishment (creation), 

enhancement and preservation. No more than 25 percent of the mitigation required by Subparagraph 

(c)(2) or (3) of this Rule can be met through preservation, unless the Director determines that the 

public good would be better served by a higher percentage of preservation;  

(7) Mitigation for impacts to isolated classified surface waters, isolated streams and isolated wetlands 

shall be conducted in North Carolina within the same river basin and in accordance with 33 CFR 

Part 332, available free of charge on the internet at: 

http://water.epa.gov/lawsregs/guidance/wetlands/wetlandsmitigation_index.cfm, unless otherwise 

approved by the Director; and 

(8) In-kind mitigation is required unless the Director determines that other forms of mitigation would 

provide greater water quality or aquatic life benefit. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-211(c); 143-214.7C; 143-215.1(a)(6); 143-215.3(a)(1); 143-215.3(c); S.L. 

2014-120; S.L. 2015-286; S.L. 2017-10; 

Codifier determined that findings did not meet criteria for temporary rule on September 26, 2001 

and October 12, 2001; 

Temporary Adoption Eff. October 22, 2001; 

Eff. April 1, 2003; 

Amended Eff. August 1, 2012 (see S.L. 2012-143, s.1.(f)); 

Readopted Eff. June 15, 2020. 

 

 

15A NCAC 02H .1306 SOIL SERIES 

For purposes of implementing the rules in this Section, the Natural Resources Conservation Service of the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture have categorized soil series that occur in North Carolina as follows: 

(1) Soil series in the Mountain Region shall include the following: Alarka, Anakeesta, Arkaqua, Ashe, 

Balsam, Bandana, Biltmore, Braddock, Bradson, Brasstown, Breakneck, Brevard, Brownwood, 

Buladean, Burton, Cades, Calvin, Cashiers, Cataloochee, Cataska, Chandler, Cheoah, Chester, 

Chestnut, Chestoa, Chiltoskie, Cleveland, Cliffield, Clifford, Clifton, Clingman, Codorus, Colvard, 

Comus, Cowee, Craggey, Crossnore, Cruso, Cullasaja, Cullowhee, Dellwood, Dillard, Dillsboro, 

Ditney, Edneytown, Edneyville, Ela, Ellijay, Elsinboro, Evard, Fannin, Farner, Fontaflora, French, 

Greenlee, Guyot, Harmiller, Hatboro, Hayesville, Heintooga, Hemphill, Hiwassee, Horsetrough, 

Huntdale, Iotla, Jeffrey, Junaluska, Kanuga, Keener, Kinkora, Lauada, Leatherwood, Longhope, 

Lonon, Lostcove, Luftee, Mars Hill, Maymead, Micaville, Nantahala, Nikwasi, Northcove, 

Nowhere, Oconaluftee, Ostin, Oteen, Peaks, Pigeonroost, Pineola, Pinnacle, Plott, Porters, Pullback, 

Rabun, Reddies, Rosman, Saluda, Santeetlah, Saunook, Sauratown, Shinbone, Skyuka, Smokemont, 

Snowbird, Soco, Spivey, Statler, Stecoah, Suches, Swannanoa, Sylco, Sylva, Tanasee, Tate, 

Thunder, Thurmont, Toccoa, Toecane, Toxaway, Transylvania, Trimont, Tsali, Tuckasegee, 

Tusquitee, Unaka, Unicoi, Unison, Walnut, Watauga, Wayah, Wesser, Whiteoak, Whiteside, and 

Zillicoa. 

(2) Soil series in the Piedmont Region shall include the following: Alamance, Altavista, Appling, 

Appomattox, Armenia, Ashlar, Augusta, Ayersville, Badin, Banister, Bannertown, Belews Lake, 

Bentley, Bethera, Bethlehem, Biscoe, Brickhaven, Buncombe, Callison, Carbonton, Cartecay, 

Casville, Cecil, Chewacla, Cid, Claycreek, Cliffside, Clover, Colfax, Congaree, Coronaca, 

Creedmoor, Cullen, Dan River, Danripple, Davidson, Davie, Delila, Devotion, Dorian, Durham, 

Elbert, Enon, Enott, Exway, Fairview, Georgeville, Goldston, Granville, Green Level, Grover, 

Gwinnett, Halifax, Hallison, Haw River, Helena, Herndon, Hibriten, Hiwassee, Hornsboro, Hulett, 

Iredell, Jackland, Kinkora, Kirksey, Lackstown, Leaksville, Lignum, Lloyd, Louisa, Louisburg, 

Madison, Mandale, Masada, Mattaponi, Mayodan, McQueen, Meadowfield, Mecklenburg, Merry 

Oaks, Misenheimer, Mocksville, Monacan, Moncure, Montonia, Mooshaunee, Nanford, Nason, 

Nathalie, Oak Level, Oakboro, Orange, Ostin, Pacolet, Pactolus, Peakin, Peawick, Penhook, 



Pfafftown, Picture, Pilot Mountain, Pinkston, Pinoka, Pittsboro, Poindexter, Polkton, Poplar Forest, 

Rasalo, Rhodhiss, Rion, Riverview, Ronda, Rowan, Saw, Secrest, Sedgefield, Siloam, Skyuka, 

Spartanburg, Spray, Spriggs, Starr, Stoneville, Stott Knob, Tarrus, Tatum, Tillery, Toast, Toccoa, 

Tomlin, Totier, Turbeville, Tussahaw, Uwharrie, Vance, Wadesboro, Wake, Warne, Wate, Wateree, 

Wedowee, Wehadkee, Westfield, White Store, Wickham, Wilkes, Winnsboro, Woolwine, 

Worsham, Wynott, Yadkin, and Zion. 

(3) Soil series in the Coastal Region shall include the following: Acredale, Ailey, Alaga, Alpin, 

Arapahoe, Argent, Augusta, Autryville, Aycock, Backbay, Ballahack, Barclay, Bayboro, 

Baymeade, Belhaven, Bertie, Bethera, Bibb, Bladen, Blaney, Blanton, Bohicket, Bojac, Bolling, 

Bonneau, Bragg, Brookman, Butters, Byars, Cainhoy, Candor, Cape Fear, Cape Lookout, Caroline, 

Carteret, Centenary, Chapanoke, Charleston, Chastain, Chenneby, Chesapeake, Chipley, Chowan, 

Conaby, Conetoe, Corolla, Cowarts, Coxville, Craven, Croatan, Currituck, Dare, Deloss, Delway, 

Dogue, Dorovan, Dothan, Dragston, Duckston, Dunbar, Duplin, Echaw, Emporia, Engelhard, 

Exum, Faceville, Foreston, Fork, Fortescue, Fripp, Fuquay, Gertie, Gilead, Goldsboro, Grantham, 

Grifton, Gritney, Gullrock, Hobonny, Hobucken, Hyde, Hydeland, Icaria, Invershiel, Johns, 

Johnston, Kalmia, Kenansville, Kinston, Kureb, Lakeland, Leaf, Lenoir, Leon, Liddell, Lillington, 

Longshoal, Lucy, Lumbee, Lynchburg, Lynn Haven, Mandarin, Mantachie, Marlboro, Marvyn, 

Masontown, Maxton, Mayodan, McColl, Meggett, Mooshaunee, Muckalee, Munden, Murville, 

Myatt, Nahunta, Nakina, Nankin, Nawney, Neeses, Newhan, Newholland, Nimmo, Nixonton, 

Noboco, Norfolk, Ocilla, Onslow, Orangeburg, Osier, Ousley, Pactolus, Pamlico, Pantego, 

Pasquotank, Paxville, Peakin, Pelion, Pender, Perquimans, Pettigrew, Plummer, Pocalla, Polawana, 

Ponzer, Portsmouth, Pungo, Rains, Rimini, Roanoke, Roper, Rumford, Rutlege, Scuppernong, 

Seabrook, Seagate, Shellbluff, Stallings, State, Stockade, Suffolk, Tarboro, Tetotum, Thursa, 

Toisnot, Tomahawk, Tomotley, Torhunta, Troup, Uchee, Valhalla, Varina, Vaucluse, Wagram, 

Wahee, Wakulla, Wando, Wasda, Weeksville, Wilbanks,Winton, Woodington, Wrightsboro, 

Wysocking, Yaupon, Yeopim, and Yonges. 

 

History Note: Authority G.S. 143-215.1(a)(6); 143-215.3(a)(1); 143-215.3(c); S.L. 2014-120, s. 54; S.L. 2015-

286, s. 4.18; 

Eff. June 15, 2020. 

 

 


